A Department of Education Designated Academy

A centre of excellence

Welcome to
Thomas Mills High School
Thomas Mills High School is a flourishing 11-18 high school situated in the pleasant and historic
town of Framlingham, Suffolk. We are consistently one of the county’s highest performing
schools and graded Outstanding by OFSTED. High expectations of our pupils and well-qualified
staff lead to excellent teaching and learning. Pupils make very good progress during their time
here and move successfully to university (including Oxbridge), college, training or employment.
Pupils travel from throughout east and central Suffolk, as well as south Norfolk, to experience an
academic education of high quality. The school is large enough to provide a curriculum with a
range of options and a site with excellent facilities. The experience at Thomas Mills High School
can truly enrich pupils’ lives. A bright future starts here!
There is an impressive range of extra-curricular activities which supports our pupils as they
become confident learners and active members of the community. Visitors often remark on the
calm, purposeful and self-disciplined atmosphere. Our school ethos is shaped by our Charter of
Values which blends tradition and innovation.
I hope this prospectus gives you a glimpse of the exciting opportunities on offer at this busy and
successful school. We hold an Open Day in the first half of the Autumn Term and two Sixth Form
Information Evenings in November. Should you wish to view the school at any other time please
do not hesitate to get in touch. We shall be delighted to meet you and show you what we have
to offer.

Philip Hurst
Headteacher
OUR VISION
Our main goal is simple but challenging and enshrines our determination that our pupils have
the very best: “We aspire to ensure that all our pupils, irrespective of ability and regardless of
anyone’s doubts, achieve their potential in full; and we aspire in this way to make Thomas Mills
High School the best in the country.” In addition, we have a Charter of Twelve Values which we
regard as central to our purpose.
Founded in 1979, Thomas Mills High School follows in the tradition of two earlier schools
associated with the same name and Foundation – the Mills School of 1751 and Mills Grammar
School (1902-1979). It is on the site of another forerunner, Framlingham Area Modern School
(1937-1979).
Like them, we exist to provide a first class education for the young people of the area, with an
emphasis on high standards of achievement in all aspects of school life.
We expect pupils to be well mannered, well dressed and well behaved, to work hard and to the
best of their ability – and not to be satisfied with less.
High expectations lead to a strong culture of success. Our examination results at every level are
impressive and are matched by our achievements in Music, Drama and Sport and our concern
for and involvement in the wider community.
Overwhelmingly, our pupils are happy and
well-motivated. If teachers are a school’s chief
resource, we are confident that you will find here
a dedicated, hard-working, high calibre staff.

OUR VALUES
1. A love of learning for its own sake
2. Vigour and optimism in embracing
the future

The Curriculum
We believe in providing a broad and balanced curriculum in Key Stage 3, with an
increasing degree of choice as pupils mature. Our aim is to provide high quality teaching
of established and recognised subjects which have both educational merit and creditability
in the world beyond school.
Although enjoying academy freedoms, the school largely conforms to the requirements
of the National Curriculum (and those for Religious Education). Within the limits of the
resources we are allocated, we make extra provision for pupils with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities, seeking in particular to improve literacy skills in Key Stage 3.
Personal, Social and Health Education is provided across the curriculum and this includes
Sex and Relationships Education.
At Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) all pupils follow a common curriculum: English,
Mathematics, Science, French, German, Design Technology, History, Geography, PE, Art,
Music, Drama and Religious Studies. ICT is taught through the medium of these subjects
(with specialist teaching of ICT skills).
In Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11), there is a balance of core and option subjects, with
GCSE examinations offered in 13 subjects. The Core subjects are: English (Language and
Literature), Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, a Modern Language and History or
Geography. Pupils have a wide choice of other options, which are detailed on our website.
All pupils follow non-exam courses in Religious Studies, PE, Health Education and Careers
Education.
In the Sixth Form, 24 subjects are offered at GCE Advanced Level, including Computer
Science, Classical Civilisation, Psychology, PE and Politics. Technical Awards are
offered in Business, ICT and in Health and Social Care. Students negotiate their courses
individually with Sixth Form staff and they are supported by their dedicated form tutors.

OUR VALUES
3. The intrinsic virtue of persistent
hard work
4. Acceptance of personal responsibility
5. Equal value accorded to all persons

Extra-Curricular Activities
The programme of extra-curricular activities is rich and varied and very much part of the
Thomas Mills High School ethos. All staff contribute to this in some way.
There is a very strong tradition of competitive sport, with over 200 matches each year
at inter-school and inter-house level. Football, rugby, hockey, netball, badminton,
basketball, tennis, cricket and athletics are part of the regular programme. There are also
opportunities for swimming, sailing and equestrian sports.
The school Drama production is always one of the highlights of the year and has earned an
excellent reputation. We are particularly proud of the quality and variety of extra-curricular
Music. Five choirs, two orchestras and numerous other instrumental ensembles provide
opportunities for young musicians to perform at various concerts, competitions and on the
biannual music tour abroad.
There are plenty of opportunities for pupils to exercise responsibility in leadership at many
levels. This may include taking on the role of Head Boy or Head Girl, being a member of
one of the school councils, helping organise Charity Day or being part of the paired reading
and literacy schemes. Undertaking Language Leader and Sports Leader courses are also
ways in which pupils learn to engage with their peers.
A large number of pupils work towards the bronze, silver and gold Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award with weekend expeditions in the local area and further afield. Pupils begin the
bronze award in Year 10.
There are numerous educational trips, some of which are local, and others, which include
two well-established language exchanges, enable pupils to experience life and culture in
Europe. There have even been expeditions to places as diverse as Zambia, Botswana,
Peru and Borneo in recent years.

OUR VALUES
6. Courtesy, self-discipline and respect
for others
7. A determination to achieve excellence
in all we do

The Sixth Form
We have over 70 years’ proven experience as a successful centre of Sixth Form education,
first as a grammar school, and then as a comprehensive school. Since 1979 over 5000
students have passed through our Sixth Form, with a high proportion proceeding to
undergraduate study or apprenticeships.
Our experienced team of GCE Advanced Level and Technical Awards teachers is
complemented by the pastoral team which advises students. At this stage of their
education young people need balanced, knowledgeable advice on a bewildering range
of issues: which course to choose; how to adapt to a new style of teaching; how to
organise their time to maximum effect; how to secure the right place in Further or Higher
Education or move successfully into employment. Our dedicated team of form tutors
has an excellent track record of guiding and supporting students through these important
decisions.
There is a strong pastoral emphasis in the Sixth Form and we firmly believe in a close
partnership with parents. We keep parents informed of their son’s or daughter’s progress
by means of regular reports and at least one Parents’ Evening every school year.
Our very successful outcomes are not the result of selection by ability. On the contrary,
our entry policy means that there are some students who come into our Sixth Form and
achieve success at A Level who would not be given the chance at many other post-16
centres. It is possible for students of all abilities to achieve excellence and leave the Sixth
Form as confident, well-rounded individuals.
There are numerous opportunities to enhance, acquire and develop new skills in
leadership, readiness for employment and volunteering. Sixth form students run the
school’s House System and take an active role in all areas of school life.
We take inspiration from our record of past outcomes and our present students’
successes and are proud of all that we offer.

OUR VALUES
6. Courtesy, self-discipline and respect
for others
7. A determination to achieve excellence
in all we do

As can be seen from this map,
our pupils are drawn from a very wide geographical area which extends far beyond Framlingham.
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