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I very much hope that this 'special' edition of Outlook finds you, your families and
loved ones, safe and well. Where there may be loss and other challenges, our
thoughts and, where we can offer it, our support is very much with you.
Unfortunately, this edition is special for all the wrong reasons because of the
National Emergency around Coronavirus. However, as always, the sense of
community within and around Thomas Mills High School is always amazing and I
hope, if nothing else, this edition of Outlook is an opportunity to celebrate that. I have no doubt that, even
in these tough times, our pupils and staff continue to be inspirational, encouraged and supported by our
great parents and hardworking governors.
We all very much look forward to the return of school and the all-round education that is usually on offer
at Thomas Mills High School. In the meantime, thank you so much for your support and I hope that you
stay safe and well.

Philip Hurst, Headteacher

Thomas Mills left his personal wealth in 1703 as a permanent legacy to his community, to help those less fortunate
than himself. Thomas Mills High School is proud to bear his name and still benefits a great deal from his generosity.
In memory of Thomas Mills, and to mark the three-hundredth anniversary of his death, the Thomas Mills
Tercentenary Fund was founded in 2003.
Money that was raised during 2003 by pupils, staff, parents and other friends of the school was invested to
establish a fund that could be used to benefit children in poor countries by advancing their educational
opportunities for many years to come.
During its 21 years, the Fund Committee (including two pupil representatives from each year group in the main
school) has met three times a year to determine how to spend the interest gained from the original 2003-invested
money. Over the years the Fund has used this money to sponsor individual children in Cambodia, Guatemala and
Nicaragua via Action Aid. The Fund has also supported groups of pupils to attend schools in Kenya, helped build and
provide resources for a school in Malawi, provided educational resources for children in Nepal following an
earthquake, supported a build-a-school programme in Africa, the education of girls in Uganda and Zambia and
helped indigenous girls in Peru access secondary education.
It is hoped that the Fund will continue to support the education of children from poorer countries for many years to
come – and so continue the example set by Thomas Mills over three hundred years ago.
Mark Wheeler, Deputy Headteacher

We made the short journey to Ipswich to see a half-scale size replica of
Noah’s Ark. We started at the top of the Ark with the story of Adam and
Eve. As we travelled around the Ark, we learnt more Bible stories
including the story of David and Goliath. When we reached the bottom of
the Ark, we learnt about King Solomon and his 1000 wives. It was a very
enjoyable experience and it was great to improve our Bible knowledge.
Jessica Wilby, 9BCa

The school remained open during the Easter holidays for the children of key workers. A variety of activities were
provided which included the making and decorating of cakes which pupils then took home to leave on the doorsteps of
the elderly and housebound people who live near them, and the making of wind chimes and bunting which was
displayed to show support and
appreciation of our amazing NHS
and care workers.

Once again, Year 8 pupils welcomed in the festive season by attending our yearly trip to The New Wolsey Theatre to see the rock-androll pantomime Aladdin. As part of the Year 8 drama curriculum, 80 pupils were able to attend a live theatre performance. Every year
in Year 8, pupils explore pantomime in their drama lessons and at the end create their own mini-pantomime for assessment. In
addition to this, pupils write an evaluation of a pantomime, be this professional or the work of their peers. This is the start of
preparing pupils for a potential GCSE option choice, in which they are required to evaluate a piece of live theatre - with the
pantomime trip being a great opportunity to refine these skills. In this issue we share some of the examples of the evaluations
produced after watching The New Wolsey production.
Laura Peters, Head of Drama

…Many of the actors
played the instruments
which was cool. The
music made the mood
of the set enchanting
and uplifting… At any
moment I was ready
for something to jump
out and scare me,
making me uncertain.
The sound was used
for comedy lines and
to create a great
atmosphere.

Oh yes it is!

...The set was simple, not complicated and
had a second floor, to give the idea of
the town square in another way.

The set

was childlike, for the younger members of

Oh no it
isn’t!

the audience.

Did you know?... To celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of Thomas Mills High School, a select
group of staff and pupils planted an oak tree to
symbolise life and hope.

Friday, 13th March was the date of our
annual Charity Day and so, once again, a
walk along the school corridors brought
staff and students face to face with
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, characters
from Pirates of the Caribbean, Disney
princesses and Thunderbird puppets, to name just a few!
As always, the day began with House Assemblies in which the House and Sports' Officials
promoted the work of the main charity being supported this year, Sport Relief, focusing in
particular on the charity's work with young people in tackling mental health issues, both in
the UK and overseas.
The Sixth Form fancy dress code was childhood idols and their all-day fundraiser was a very
popular and well-supported Zumba-thon in the Courtyard. The staff dress code was
Olympic heroes, which led to the Modern Languages Department dressing as a
synchronised swimming team, complete with swim hats, false eyelashes and very bright
lipstick! The Science Department always embrace the Charity Day theme whole-heartedly,
and this year was no exception - although their 'take' on the dress code was slightly quirky,
arriving in the staffroom dressed as anti-doping officials...
The cake sale at break time and the concert at lunchtime are always well supported especially when staff take part - and Mr Mawson and Mr Edmunds did not disappoint this
year!
In total we raised £2585.97, the majority of which will go to Sport Relief, with donations also being made to the Fab Labs
appeal and Sing Inside, a charity run by Maisie Hulbert, former pupil of Thomas Mills High School, which works to
rehabilitate prisoners by providing musical/singing workshops whilst they are still serving their sentences.
Sue Goodwin, Charity Day Coordinator

Following the success of last year’s first ever Lower School Production of Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory, the drama department decided to continue to offer a
performance opportunity for Years 7 & 8 again this academic year. Taking the same
approach of marking a significant anniversary, we looked to Scottish novelist and
playwright, J.M.Barrie. 2019 marked the 90th anniversary of J.M. Barrie gifting
his rights for his story to Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) so it seemed fitting to
perform his well-known tale of Peter Pan, with the money from the performing rights
of their schools’ stage version going towards GOSH. Once again, a dedicated group of
performers from Years 7 and 8 worked during their lunchtimes and one hour after
school per week from November to February to produce the performance. For two
nights, the studio was transformed into the world of Neverland from Pirates’ Cove to
Mermaid Lagoon! The cast overcame the challenges of the text with confidence.
Taking inspiration from world-leading theatre company Frantic Assembly, the chorus
used lifts to manoeuvre Peter Pan around the set. The chorus worked seamlessly,
telling the story via movement sequences using illuminated planets and underwater
sea creatures, as well as playing the roles of Hook’s crew or Peter’s friends. The leads
gave stunning performances with such energy and strong characterisation. Even the
backstage crew consisted of pupils from Years 8 & 9 who worked tirelessly behind the
scenes throughout the show to make the production a huge success. Once again the
talent, commitment and creativity of our pupils shone through! And, once again, we
are left asking ourselves what will the next production be?
Laura Peters, Head of Drama

On Monday, 3rd February a group of very
excited Year 11 pupils left school early to go
to Cambridge to hear a gathering of wellknown scientists give fantastic lectures on
various subjects ranging from ovulation to
time travel. We had the privilege of seeing
Professor Alice Roberts, Dr Maggie AnderinPocock, Professor Lord Robert Winston,
Professor Andrea Sella and Professor Jim AlKhalili all give brilliant 30-minute talks that
were not only gripping, but inspiring! On top
of this, an examiner gave us some fantastic
tips for when answering the science papers
that I can guarantee will have helped all of us
secure a few more marks. Advice such as
write accurately and precisely and practise
long answer questions was very useful.
My personal favourite talk was given by
Professor Jim Al-Khalili, who spoke about
time travel and how if you were in a
spaceship that was travelling near the speed
of light and you went around the Galaxy for a
couple of weeks you would come back to
earth and find that decades had passed. His
talk was incredibly interesting and one that
we were all discussing on the way back to
school. I was really glad that we got to hear
from biologists, chemists and physicists
because there really was something for
everyone and there was a huge sense of
enjoyment amongst Year 11. Overall, a
fantastic day and one that increased our
interest in science. Thank you to all those
who made it possible!
Alice Bates, 11RTh

The Spring term began with Year 7 classes practising for the Class Singing Competition which took place just before
half term. Class 7R2 won with a rousing rendition of a spiritual medley comprising Oh When the Saints go Marching
in, Swing Low Sweet Chariot and I’m gonna Sing. Adjudicators Mr Pope, Miss Miller and Mrs Sinclair complimented
participants on their singing and everyone enjoyed a performance of Only You to conclude the afternoon.
The School Music Competition Winners’ Concert took place at the end of February with adjudicator Rob Gilden who
was complimentary about the standard of performances overall and gave very helpful individual feedback to
participants. Some 23 pupils and students took part in the concert following a round of heats which had taken place
in late January. The winners of the grade I-III category were the duo Rory Langdon-Morris and Stanley Peacher; Jodie
Stace won the grade IV-VI category and Richard Stevens the grade VII-VIII category. Richard was also awarded Senior
Young Musician in of the year and Acer Smith was awarded Junior Young Musician of the Year. Jamie Holland won
the composition category with an epic fantasy score.
The musical highlight of the term was to be the Gala Concert and Art Exhibition at Snape Maltings Concert Hall in
March. The event, which was to feature specially-composed pieces to celebrate the school’s 40th anniversary, as well
as performances from musical alumni, had to be cancelled due to the Coronavirus pandemic. However, a date for
next year has already been booked. See you at Snape Maltings on 25th March 2021. Put the date in your diaries now!
Richard Hanley, Director of Music

On 5th March we welcomed children’s author Francesca Armour-Chelu and bookseller Abbie Clements from
Halesworth Bookshop to the school library to celebrate World Book Day 2020. The event ran throughout lunchtime
and consisted of a book signing and Q&A, a pop-up book shop, competitions and more. Pupils were also given the
opportunity to swap their World Book Day book tokens on-site and walked away with some fantastic titles
including Anthony Horowitz’s new Alex Rider short story, Undercover. A big thank you to pupils and staff involved
and a ‘shout out’ to our school chef and team who created some wonderful literary-themed cupcakes for the
celebration.
Beth Vale, Librarian

French News - This is language – Nutty Tilez world competition
We are incredibly proud that in this year’s global Nutty Tilez competition, entitled This Is Language, Year 11 pupil Isabella
Brinton came 10th in the world. What an achievement! There are 900 schools using This Is Language and over 200,000
students.
Bella commented: ‘I have to say, the competition was the most intense 9 hours ever, and when I finished I was surprised to
be physically exhausted! But also, I was amazed at how much French I had learnt and remembered, and was so proud of
myself for doing it.’
You can read about what This is language is and how tough the competition was from Grace’s article below. She also took
part in the competition, and finished 11th!
Sev Capjon, Head of French

This is language – what is it and what is the
Nutty Tilez competition?
This Is Language is a website that
some students at Thomas Mills High
School, as well as many around the
world, use to learn French, but you
can also use it for learning other
languages too. It has exercises of
various lengths and difficulty levels
including grammar, vocabulary,
listening, reading and much more.
As well as this, when learning
vocabulary, you have the option to play the game Nutty
Tilez, which is a competitive game where you can either go
up against other students playing the same level at the
same time as you, or the computer, to win points.
Annually, This is Language holds the Nutty Tilez
competition, where you have to get to level 50 (the
highest level and the most challenging) within nine hours,
which may seem like a long time but, as I discovered, it’s a
lot harder than it seems. I decided to enter this year and
after qualifying on the Friday (you had to reach level 15 to
qualify), I prepared myself for the crazy Saturday! After
nine hours on my laptop, I could only manage to get to
level 35! Although it was quite frustrating at times, it was
really fun and I’d definitely do it again!

Isabella’s certificate

Also, my class of seven students managed to cumulatively
win the most points of any class in the world and were top
of the leader board for that week, which is really cool!
Grace Lloyd, Year 12

Year 12 – 1st in the world certificate

Poetry Competition 2020 - On the theme of Life (We wonder how different entries might be now!)
KS4 Winner:
Life by Madeleine Langdon-Morris
KS4 Runner up
Immortal by Harvey Wilkinson

KS5 Winner:
Fibres by Emily North
KS5 Runner up
Babble by Ted Woolnough

Life - by Madeleine Langdon-Morris (KS4 winner)
So it begins:
Eyes creep open.
Possibilities explode before them like fireworks simple colour and light, meaningless.
From this point we never stop. Jump
between birthdays collecting small circles of memory in a tiny palm.
Age flips its wings
a change is commanded.
Tapping feet and years wished floated away on a burbling stream of laughter.
Hair grows and is carved in slits.
Changing minds reach to the sky in hunger for the new
until, ready, they leave the clouds shattered beneath them.
Grazed hearts heal without comfort’s bubble.
Hands-first, we embrace.
Fingerprints engrave our minds, gifts from the others,
until we may lay ourselves inside a dream’s mould,
they pile in thin layers.
Eyes crinkle
Hair shrinks
Children bloom like soft fireworks
Light dims
Sparks ignite as the sun watches and the moon ticks.
Let them sail their own sea in a boat of paper
As you rest on the shore amongst the ceaseless breakers.
Slow sighs wave as they pass you by.
Stillness, ripples smoothed by the folds of your palm.
Let love’s sentiment sing you to sleep.
The heart’s ancient layers, gracefully crumble
Drift a second Sink below the surface,
Darkness’s final consumption
There is no noise.
It is over. It has just begun.

Fibres – by Emily North – (KS5 winner)
A human’s respiration rate
Lies amid twelve and twenty breaths,
But must not exceed twenty-five.
You have already sucked in air
Since casting eyes upon this page,
But from no conscious intention.
The body is a miracle:
Your cells that live, divide and die,

Flowing as if they held in mind
The outer skin, of black or white,
All structured from the very cells

YEAR SEVEN
POETRY RECITAL 2020

That birthed you, grew you over time.
The single egg bred your fibre
Of humanity.

The Year 7 Poetry Recital took place on the 26th February and was a wonderful event. Each English class had prepared
a recital of a chosen poem, and the standard was excellent across the year group. The judges had a very hard job to
do, but the final winners were 7L2 with The Three Little Pigs by Roald Dahl.
The pupils who took part in the Individual Recital were also brilliant, with a wide variety of interesting poetry choices.
The joint winners were Zahra Boudarouafi-Axon reciting Jabberwocky and Freya Balding reciting The ABC.
A very big well done to all involved.
Sara Peers, English Department

Immortal - by Harvey Wilkinson (KS4 runner-up)
Life ends with the raven,
The cold hawk of the night.
It takes what little spark of hope you hold
And dashes it across the cold cosmos

The certain end is lost,
Cast away, the hour-glass shattered.
The silky grains fade into the breeze.
You are dust no more.

And you are gone.
The world, an exchange, everlasting,
Of storms in winter and birds in spring.
You inherit the pain, and pass it on.

Outlive the earth and sun,
Til the shining sky fades to black;
Til every star has run its course
And every world is stardust.

Until, one day, you stop, take a stand,
Face the raven, defiant, and declare
‘No more’.
You are mortal no longer.

Then, out there in the dark,
Amongst the cold forgotten dust,
As time slowly falls away and the last tomorrow
looms,
You realise
You stand alone

Babble by Ted Woolnough (KS5 runner-up)
Sun shines sparsely through slow-strummed leaves,

Played by the birds and the eastern breeze.
Sprout so fast with subtle slouch,
The bark bites back with brittle bough.
The dogged trunk.
A stubborn chunk.
Not tapered.
Or broken.
Or fractured.

Or junked.
Its veins cement beneath the soil,
Just unearthed, through the creature’s toil.
Burrows deep, a gentle squeak, soul beneath a solemn tree.
What makes us special, what sets us apart? Our feeble nihilism or our pivotal art? The Beatles,
the battles, the Tower of Babel? Culture or insanity, or more excessive compulsive use of
paracetamol? Appreciation of nature? Observation of destruction, with little to no positive
interaction? The demand or the fear of change? A culture emigrating from reality, to a digital
plane. Comfy beds or balding heads? Monogamy or adultery? Anger to and from the moral high
ground? A lack of listening or understanding to our loves and foes? We do, after all, ignore
what they say.
But that voice in her head we hear all day.
A gentle ripple
Sudden reminder of life
Feeding innocence

What have we been doing in English during closure?
Some snippets

Here’s a taster of some of the fantastic work pupils have been doing during closure. To find out how these stories
began, ended and who wrote them, look out for our soon-to-be-published anthology of some of the wonderful writing
produced in lockdown 2020.
Key Stage 3 were asked: should children always do what adults tell them?
Here are some excerpts from their responses…
“I believe that there should be a balance between telling your child what to do and sometimes giving them freedom of
choice. You need to tell your child what to do in the cases of keeping them from danger, to keep them safe and to tell
them if their homework needs doing, but sometimes you don’t need to, potentially by letting them find their own path,
to let them make the decisions, and to give them an opportunity of freedom and to prove they can do it responsibly.”
“Children should not always have to do what adults tell them to do. This is because children have their own minds and
brains. Doing things themselves encourages independent thinking and makes a child feel satisfied and happy.”
“I believe that the circumstances dictate whether a child should listen to what an adult tells them to do. If what the
adult is telling them to do puts them in danger then they should not obey. However, we should always be mindful of
the previous experiences in a person’s life that could affect their judgement about certain situations.”
They were then asked to write a story suggested by this picture (left) or write a
description of the picture:
“The sun-kissed sand gently danced around in the soft wind. It was a calm
feeling when little grains of sand just lightly bounced off your legs. The
wonderful palm trees swayed as though they were dancing to a tune only they
could hear.”
“The waves, one after another, transform from their original form of rippling,
blue curves to white horses as they greet the thin line of seaweed.”
“As I climbed the sloping sand dunes I could hear the menacing beast gaining on me, its cracked hooves pounding in
my ears with every gallop. I looked over my torn shoulder and I could see its hollow eyes, staring at the black empty
midst of the night sky, its protruding snout and chalk white fangs, trying to hide its horrifying mouth, like an open
cave.”
“I just got a call from the police. Don’t worry. They said that I helped solve a mystery. That gorgeous golden necklace
I found belonged to a young girl that went missing! They found out where it was found and it turns out that she was
somehow carried by the sea to a magical island.”
“The morning dawned bright and fresh, while the same could not be said for the rest of the lads. So, after a somewhat
lonely breakfast, he decided to head out for a swim and a stroll. The water was shallow for some distance; he had to
wade through the breakers, almost exhausting himself before he got to swim so all he managed was a brief paddle like
an injured albatross. He floundered his way back to shore and set off down the beach hoping no one had seen this
pathetic display of aquatic skills (Michael Phelps he was not). As he rounded the headland he faltered – time stopped,
his heart skipped a beat – who…was…she…?”
“In front of him stretched an enormous blue blanket with no waves, no ripples. Nothing. But, under that blanket was
life. Colourful shoals of tropical fish, beautiful coral reefs bursting with species you didn’t know existed and, of course,
deadly and venomous creatures: sharks, sea snakes and many more.”
Year 9 wrote the opening of a story to establish a setting, having read the opening of Steinbeck’s Of Mice
and Men.
“On the other side of the bushes the land was flat, with the sun as hot as a fireball gleaming onto the green grass and
the little rabbits hopping along in the short green grass.”
“As the wind blew through the bushes out to the shore, where the waves washed up against the beach as gently as a
feather falling, the clouds travelled across the sky slowly and calmly on this peaceful day. The seagulls were calling out
to each other in a rhythm that is unknown. On the other side of the bushes the land was flat, with the sun as hot as a
fireball gleaming onto the green grass and the little rabbits hopping along in the short green grass.”
“A couple of miles off the coast of Dorset lies a hidden island, surrounded by miles of golden sands and gently sloping
cliffs, imprinted with the tiny nests of the sandpipers and the much larger nests of the puffins. Down on the beaches,
seals gather in large groups like people in a church waiting for the sermon, and there they raise their young; hundreds
of small white specks which blend with the much larger grey ones to create what seems like a large grey carpet.”

Ali Constanti, Head of English

Macbeth Review
On Tuesday 29th October, Year 11s were given a chance to see Macbeth as performed by the Proteus
Theatre Company, at the Theatre Royal, Bury St Edmunds. Going into the theatre, I noticed that a large
portion of the audience already present were primary school pupils. A quick look at the staging convinced
me that the English teachers had made some slip of judgement and brought us to see a childish, panto-like
rendition of the play. But, as it turned out, I was very wrong. The production was, at some points,
exceedingly dark. One scene that comes to mind was the scene when Banquo’s ghost haunts Macbeth at his
banquet. We watched as the actor playing Banquo poured fake blood over his chest from a wine bottle,
smeared said blood on the clothes of the other actors and ‘drank’ a glass of the stuff, allowing it to run out
of his mouth and down his beard. This may seem over the top, but, for Macbeth, it was toned down!
Only five actors were present, and their constant switching of roles made some scenes confusing even to
someone who has studied the play. I thought the actor playing Macbeth was particularly good, especially at
delivering his soliloquies. The actor who initially played Duncan also successfully filled a diverse selection of
roles, ranging from a murderer with a heavy London accent to a wealthy, economics-orientated version of
Duncan. The play was set in October 1987 with a focus on a theme of economics. Despite this, the actors
kept to the original Shakespearean script and thus there was quite a strong clash between the different
settings, with characters describing castles and thanes despite wearing tuxedos and talking on phones. The
actors also proved to be multi-talented, as in the scene following the interval, we witnessed a strange dance
-like sequence between Macbeth and the witches. The scene itself was incredibly well choreographed and
really gave the impression that I think Shakespeare was originally aiming for.

Three large metal frames were used as the only pieces of set, but they were utilised to their full effect,
sometimes combining to make offices, phone boxes and even props for the more dance-like sequences. This
was interesting to watch, and the performance was very well done and a good opportunity for us to enjoy
Macbeth in a relevant but still contemporary way.
Harvey Wilkinson, 11KEd

This year we revived our Book Mastermind competition and 39 pupils from Years 7, 8 and
9 battled it out to gain a position in the county finals at The University of Suffolk. The
pupils had two minutes each to answer 20 questions about their chosen book in front of
an audience consisting of the other competitors. They had put a lot of work into the
competition and I left school at the end of the day feeling extremely impressed by them
all. Congratulations to the following students who won first, second and third prizes
during our school heats:
Zahra Boudarouafi Axon 7SCh
Isla Maurice 9AHo
Matilda Millard 8LEw

Beth Vale, School Librarian

Back in November, when such things were still
possible, a group of intrepid sixth formers set off to
Paris with Mr Watson and Mrs Sholl. The aim? To
visit Europe’s biggest photography fair Paris Photo,
staged in the Grand Palais in the centre of the city.
Along the way, we planned to take in as many other
of the French capital’s fantastic museums as we
could in the short time available.
An early start from Thomas Mills High School saw us
heading towards Ebbsfleet to catch the Eurostar. A
few worrying moments on a gridlocked M25 were
soon forgotten as we sped through the tunnel and
into France. Part of the adventure was using public
transport, so after sorting everyone out with
‘carnets’ (booklets of Metro tickets) at Paris Gare du
Nord, we surrendered ourselves to the delights of
the Parisian underground system.
We rapidly became experts, learning from
experience how to avoid crushing Metro doors,
navigating through mazes of tunnels and dealing
with the instructions of the charming staff. This
allowed us to visit, in the space of about 48 hours
(brace yourself for a list!): the Picasso Museum, The
Musée d’Orsay, The Pompidou Centre, The Louvre
(briefly) and Paris Photo. Add in some shopping time
and a sunny picnic in the Luxembourg Gardens (in
November!) to complete the ingredients, and the
recipe produced an excellent weekend.
Paris Photo was huge, exciting, overwhelming even.
About 200 exhibitors packed into the huge Grand
Palais, with galleries, publishers, big commercial
organisations all competing for our attention
showing the best in classic photographs and
innovative new artists. The students came away full
of ideas that would emerge later in their own work.
They got to see a far wider range of work than even
the most dedicated internet researcher can discover,
and it was great to see photos as prints, hung on the
wall in all sizes and shapes. A richer experience by far
than what is offered by the little rectangle of a laptop
or tablet screen.
It was a whirlwind weekend. We walked miles, saw
thousands of works of art, and had a great time. La
vie en Rose.
Nikki Sholl, Head of Art
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