
A level Philosophy, Ethics and Theology Year 11 Introductory Work 
‘The unexamined life is not worth living’ Socrates 

 
A starting point for A level – reading, listening and watching ideas for the summer 
 
Here is a list of things to have a look at over the summer as an introduction to the A 
Level course. This list is not exhaustive, definitive or a must-read list, just some ideas 
that may help to give you a flavour of the course and get you thinking. There are 
videos, podcasts, books and even a TV series. 
 
The Panpsycast podcast - especially Ethical Theories and Plato. Made for A level 
students on relevant topics. https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2  
Unbelievable Podcasts, Premier Christian radio - genuinely balanced debates mostly 
between Christians and non Christians.  High profile philosophers often comment. 
https://www.premierchristianradio.com/Shows/Saturday/Unbelievable  
 
Websites:  
https://ithinkthereforeiteach.com/  – really good blog by an RS teacher.  
http://www.philosopherkings.co.uk/ another RS A level site 
Take a look on BBC iplayer – there are always relevant shows on there. 
Unbelievable ‘The Big Conversation’ – similar to the radio show but you can watch 
the debate too! Really high profile and interesting scholars: 
https://www.thebigconversation.show/  
 
‘The Good Place’ A TV series on Netflix and 4oD all about the afterlife and making 
ethical decisions. This is a comedy but actually has lots of great ethics in it. 
 
Reading: 

• Jostein Gaarder - ‘Sophie's World’  (There is another a good book by the 
same author for Christmas called ‘The Christmas Mystery’ ) 

• Julian Baggini - 'Without God is everything permitted? 20 big questions in 
Ethics.' In some places called ‘Ethics – 20 questions’  

• Julian Baggini – ‘The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten: And 99 Other Thought 
Experiments’ 

• For Theology/DCT, anything by Alister McGrath! ‘Introduction to Christian 
Theology’ is very good 

• Stephen Law – ‘The Philosophy Files’ 
• Neil Messer - ‘Christian Ethics’ 
• James M. Russel ‘The Forking Trolley’. Great for ethics and linked directly to 

‘The Good Place’ series.  
• Reza Aslan - ‘God: A Human History of Religion’ 

 
This really is a starting point – if there is anything else relevant that takes your fancy, 
give it a go and let us know what you find out.   
 
Enjoy! 
 
Miss Lambert 
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