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Dear Parents                          9th July 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2020/2021 – Letter 32 (of 32) 

I trust this letter finds you well.  With the end of the academic year in sight as well as the publication of a new Schools 

Covid-19 Operational Guidance, I thought it useful to write to you at this point. 

Schools Covid-19 Operational Guidance 

This week the Government published the new guidance ahead of the Autumn Term.  The new document is only 16 pages 

long (compared to the 72 pages of the current guidance!).   

From my perspective the key points are: 

• The Government’s response is to move “away from stringent restrictions on everyone’s day to day lives, advising 

people on how to protect themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk.” 

• COVID-19 becomes a virus we learn to live with. 

• Priority for schools is to “deliver face to face, high quality education to all pupils.” 

• ‘Bubbles’ will not need to be used. 

• Contact tracing will be undertaken by NHS Test and Trace and not education settings.   

• Children will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace.  They will be 

advised to take a PCR test. 

• Face coverings will no longer be advised. 

• Face coverings will no longer be recommended to be worn on transport to school. 

• If there is an outbreak there may be a need to ‘step up’ the measures for examples using face coverings or 

reintroducing bubbles. (An outbreak is defined as having several confirmed cases within 14 days.) 

 

There are four main control measures: 

• 1.Ensure good hygiene 

• 2.Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes 

• 3.Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 

• 4.Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases 

 

In terms of public health advice: 

• Pupils and staff should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test or if they are 

required to quarantine. 

• All secondary school pupils should receive 2 on site lateral flow device (LFD) tests three to five days apart, on 

their return in the autumn term. 

• Schools can stagger the return of pupils. 

• Pupils should continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of September when this will be reviewed. 

• A PCR test would override an LFD test.  (For example, if a pupil had a positive LFD test they would be required 

to undertake a PCR test.  They would self-isolate whilst waiting for the result.  If the PCR result was negative 

they would return to school.) 
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Other points from the guidance are: 

• School attendance is mandatory. 

• Schools should still have plans and capacity for remote education. 

• International visits can resume (travel lists though are subject to change). 

 

Term Dates 

As you know, we had already envisaged a form of staggered starts.  However, we will now re-instate one of the 

Professional Development days and I will explain why shortly. 

I now confirm the following: 

Wednesday 1st September 2021  Professional Development (PD) day for staff 

Thursday 2nd September 2021  Year 7 and Year 12 return (and PD day for staff) 

Friday 3rd September 2021  Year 7 and Year 12 in school 

Monday 6th September 2021  Year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 return to school 

We will probably use an extended tutorial time on the first day back to administer the two LFD tests that we are required 

to undertake. 

However, following the consultation we will re-instate the Professional Development day on Friday 22nd October 2021.  

The reason for this is because: 

• We should have Professional Development days and there are activities that are useful to undertake around 

this time; 

• We are also proposing to arrange flu jabs for the staff on this day, ahead of the winter; 

• For pupils the half-term break will be 10 days which may, in effect act as a ‘circuit breaker’ should infections 

rise. 

Calendar and Events for 2021-22 

The new guidance supports our return to a full range of events and activities.  We will maintain online parents evenings 

and these are scheduled throughout the year.  However, we will hold face to face parents evenings with tutors and again 

these will be scheduled throughout the year.  Our calendar will, as always, be published at the start of next term. 

Summary 

In spite of the new Operational Guidance being only 16 pages I still managed to miss some of the England goals on 

Wednesday night!  I suspect there will be quite a build up to the Final on Sunday evening.  In the hope that there is no 

new guidance for me to read this weekend I will try and concentrate more fully this time. 

We will of course need to develop further plans with regards to managing COVID-19 in the Autumn Term but in the spirit 

of the new guidance I expect these to be shorter. 

I will write to you next week with any relevant updates and, of course, to wish you all a pleasant summer.  In the 

meantime, ‘it’s coming home.’ 

Thanks for your continued support.   

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


