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Dear Parents                   27th January 2023 

Headteacher’s Update Letter 2022-2023 – Issue 19 (of 19) 

It’s been a busy week but as I write, the sun is at least shining!  My thanks to the entire school 

community for their unwavering support, hard work, as well as good wishes, during this week. 

National Education Union (NEU) Strike Action – Wednesday 1st February 2023 

In line with most schools our immediate priority is to manage the planned strike action for next 

Wednesday.  You will recall that staff are under no obligation to tell us their intentions and so we will 

not have a complete picture in order to plan effectively.  At the same time, it also places other staff in 

a difficult position if they are asked to cover the classes of striking colleagues; the ideal is that the 

senior team would undertake this, with our usual cover arrangements being used for illness for 

example.   

The problem is that we may not have enough staff for such supervision and there are capacity issues 

in using larger areas.  Senior colleagues are working on various scenarios and this will be used to inform 

our planning. 

From a safety point of view, the worst scenario is to be in a situation where we cannot ensure adequate 

supervision.  A difficult area to resolve at the moment is registration and the accurate recording of 

attendance is essential. 

There is therefore a possibility that the school may need to close for all, or a significant, number of year 

groups.  In this scenario we would have provision for the children of key workers as well as other groups 

of children.  Over the weekend, families should consider this possibility.  If we do open – albeit with 

restricted access – we can open for Sixth Form given that it’s easier for them to pursue independent 

learning in the absence of a teacher (this is different to the suggestion I gave earlier in the week). 

We are mindful of the experience of managing the school during the covid pandemic.  At one point we 

had eight staff off with the illness at the same time, and along with other absence, we had no choice 

but to supervise about four or five classes in the canteen.  At the moment, I am working on the 

assumption that there will be a higher number of staff absent next week.   

I have had some conversations with staff about the strike and they are very clear that the dispute is a 

national one and it is with the government.  As we know from the news, there are many other industrial 

disputes and the themes are similar. 

Although I am no expert on Industrial Relations Law, it seems to me that the legal requirements have 

been followed.  At the same time, I have to be mindful of the workload and expectations of other staff 

who are attending work.  
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Over the weekend, I will consider the various scenarios (which all involve a bit of guess work) as well 

as the best options.  There are also other contingencies, for example, using remote learning.  I will also 

consider what is happening in other Local Authorities. 

My apologies for leaving you with this uncertainty. 

Ofsted Graded Inspection – Tuesday 24th to Wednesday 25th January 2023 

As you will know, our interim visit was, halfway through the day, deemed to be a full inspection with 

the school re-graded.  Although I have heard the feedback, I am not permitted to say anything.  Ofsted 

have their processes and the report, as well as the outcomes, goes through a moderation process.  We 

should have the final report sooner than our last graded inspection and we estimate this to be after 

the February half-term.   

Summary 

I will need to be in touch with you early next week about our final decisions around the strike action as 

well as our plans.  However, we may see many of you at the Band Night that is being organised by the 

Friends for next Friday 3rd February. 

I hope you have a restful and pleasant weekend and the sun does shine.  This week Mr Ward has led 

some very poignant assemblies for National Holocaust Memorial Day.  I found the focus on individuals 

very powerful.  Hopefully we all keep learning the lessons so that society focuses on humanity with 

kindness.     

I think this week has seen many wonderful attributes from our school community which we can build 

upon in the exciting years ahead.   

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 

 


