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Dear Parents                     25th June 2021  

Headteacher’s Update 2020/2021 – Letter 31 (of 31) 

Proposed Changes to the Start of the Autumn Term 2021 

As you will know, recent government announcements have meant that many restrictions around covid management now 

continue until the end of term.  This has had an impact on some events we were very much looking forward to.  The main 

impact has been on transition for the new Year 7 and the new Year 12.  As we are working with 38 primary schools this year 

it has proved impossible to find suitable new dates for the new intake.  Furthermore, we should not be mixing bubbles this 

side of the holiday.   

We did, of course, have a similar situation last year.  Our solution was to start the Autumn 2020 term with only Year 7 and 

Year 12.  This worked well.  However, I am also mindful that other year groups must not lose teaching time as a result.  Our 

proposal is once again to use staff professional development days to also provide transition days for the new Year 7 and 

Year 12.      

We are at the point of confirming the School Calendar for next year. 

I therefore propose the following: 

Wednesday 1st September 2021  Professional Development Day for Staff 

Thursday 2nd September 2021 Professional Development Day for Staff and Transition Day for new Year 7 and 

new Year 12 

Friday 3rd September 2021 Professional Development Day for Staff and Transition Day (2) for new Year 7 

and new Year 12 

Monday 6th September 2021 Official start of term for all other students 

In order to ensure that students have the correct number of teaching days throughout the year, the Staff Professional Days 

provisionally planned for Friday 22nd October and Friday 18th February will not take place and will become ordinary teaching 

days.  This proposal does not change the end dates of any terms. 

Before I officially confirm our School Calendar, I thought I would share these proposals in case there are unintended 

consequences we’ve not thought of.  Additional non-teaching days at the start of the new term does enable more subject 

meetings and occasions for other staff training (hopefully around mental health first aid for example).   

We will confirm all the holiday dates towards the end of term but assuming that we do go ahead with these changes Miss 

Armes and Mr Cann will be able to start planning effective transition days for the start of term.    

As always thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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