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Dear Parents                        24th September 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/2022 – Letter 3 (of 3) 

As always, I trust this letter finds you well, but I know that there are some bugs doing the rounds and I have 

finally succumbed!  On top of that, it is clear that the impact of the pandemic is still with us.  Although our 

main focus is on education, there are still the additional considerations, and this includes the “offer” of a 

dose of the COVID-19 vaccine for children aged 12 to 15. 

Vaccination roll-out and concerns 

There are, of course, understandable concerns about the vaccine roll-out which have been mentioned by 

parents and in the media there is reference to general letters which have been sent to schools.  However, as 

always, the wider debates whether from a ministerial briefing or social media can be different from the 

operational experience of leading and managing a school.  By sharing this, I hope the school community will 

be able to understand the offer of the vaccine roll-out by clinical professionals so that the school’s focus is 

on education. 

So, what do we know so far? 

• It’s an offer; 

• It’s therefore a choice (an ‘opt in’ or an ‘opt out’) and; 

• There are decisions to be made within family households; 

• It is managed by the School Age Immunisation Service (SAIS). 

 

It is not for me, nor the school, to express an opinion on whether children should have a vaccine or not, and 

the school will remain neutral should the issue arise.  However, families should be discussing the issues and 

using all the information available to them to reach an informed decision.  These decisions will need to be 

made before the actual roll-out of the vaccine because of how it will be administered, (more detail about 

this later).   

Consent and completion of forms 

This relates to another aspect of the programme which is around consent.  A guide for children and young 

people makes it clear that: 

“If you are being offered the vaccination at school, you may be given a consent form that your 

parent/guardian should sign giving permission for you to have the vaccination.” 

This is reinforced in the guidance for schools which says: 

“For those aged 12 to 15 years consent will be sought by the SAIS provider from the parent or person with 

parental responsibility in the same way as for any other school vaccination programme.  A consent form and 

information leaflet provided by the SAIS team will be used to seek parental consent.”   
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The process will be managed by our local SAIS in the following manner: 

• Date confirmed with the school; 

• A letter is forwarded to the school which is then emailed to all parents whose child is eligible for the 

vaccination; 

• A parent will give consent online (or ‘opt out’) via a portal (and if a parent is unable to do this, they 

must contact the immunisation team direct); 

This means that: 

• The vaccination will only be given to students whose parents have given consent in this way. 

• The school will not accept written notes from parents on the day, phone calls from parents giving 

verbal consent or students claiming their parents have given consent. 

•  The immunisation team will issue the school with a list of students whose parents have consented.  

 

I hope this helps in re-assuring parents that no vaccination will take place unless they have consented via the 
immunisation team. 

In line with other vaccination programmes, we will want to minimize any disruption to learning.  As you 

know, we prefer students to be in lessons.  A scheduled appointment will be made for those students where 

consent has been obtained. 

As time appears to be on our side, this gives our families a good chance to have discussions.  At some point 

we will receive more details and we will forward these to you in a timely manner.  Further information can 

be found at:   

COVID-19 vaccination: resources for children and young people - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Education, Education, Education 

It is sometime since we first heard this mantra, but it is one that those of us in schools still understand since 

it is ultimately what we are about.  The pandemic has taken us into other territories, and we continue to do 

the best we can with the time and resources available to us.  However, I have been really pleased to see the 

wider life of the school return.  It’s this, together with our curriculum, which makes us distinct.  So, this week 

it has been a pleasure seeing fixtures take place or the orchestra playing or the rehearsals for Sister Act.  I 

have also had conversations with staff about future trips such as Classics and Drama/ Theatre trips for 

example.   

The focus in classrooms is very good and there was an excellent learning atmosphere when I showed an 

external visitor around last week.  I have returned to some teaching myself, and this week and I have set my 

students an essay! (I will spare you the title.)   

In spite of that, I trust that they, as well as yourselves, find time to rest over the weekend.  As always thank 

you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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