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Dear Parents                     23rd June 2021  

Headteacher’s Update 2020/2021 – Letter 30 (of 30) 

I thought you would appreciate a brief update on a few matters.  As always, I very much hope that this letter 

finds you safe and well. 

Confirmed Case 

We received confirmation yesterday of a positive PCR result which had followed a positive LFD test.  As the 

student had not been in school this week there was no further action in terms of the school community.  Any 

social contacts were aware and had already taken the right actions too.  It goes without saying that we wish 

the family well.   

This is a reminder to us all about the importance of continuing with all the protocols around coronavirus.  It 

really is essential that we all continue to engage with the LFD tests. 

Events 

A number of events are able to take place as planned including the Year 11 Prom, Sports Day, and the Summer 

Soiree.  However, further guidance from the Government makes it very difficult for us to proceed with our 

usual transition arrangements.  We are instead looking towards the end of the Summer Holidays.  Other 

options for the Year 13 Ball have been shared with Mr Cann and Senior Students. 

Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) 

I can confirm that these grades have been submitted to the examination boards and a process of external 

moderation is already under way.  Once again, my thanks to everyone involved with the process not least the 

students and staff.  Heads of Year will have been in contact.  However, there is information on the school 

website which can be accessed by actually clicking on the ‘parents’ tab.  This includes downloads from JCQ 

(the exams regulator) as well as school policies about appeals for example.   

With the TAGs completed, attention has quickly turned to Year 10 and Year 12 Prep exams as well as a return 

to traditional end of year reports.   

Lockers 

Following Mr Mugliston’s recent correspondence, we had favourable responses for his proposals.  However, 

the proposals are still under review.  In the meantime, there are some old lockers which we will need to 

condemn.  We may consider phasing in the change to new lockers over time.  It is clear that some families like 

lockers although other families and indeed other schools seem to have no need for them.  As you would 

expect, we cannot spend money that we do not have and for the money that we do have, there are competing 

priorities!   
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Voluntary School Fund and the Friends 

We remain grateful for the additional fundraising which occurs and principally the work of the Friends.  Such 

fundraising enables us to purchase those extras which does make a difference.  A good example is the 

purchase of a new minibus.  A few years ago, a number of trustees, Friends, and parents, established the 

Voluntary School Fund and further information is on the parents section of the website.  So far, the fund has 

raised £453.  We have also received other donations this school year which amount to £44,487.  These have 

been for specific purposes which included the Library, Music and Art as well as Science equipment.  On behalf 

of the School Community thank you to all donors. 

I am also pleased to assure the community that we have a balanced budget. As a single academy we can 

ensure that our funds are focussed on our curriculum and staffing and not taken by the central cost formula 

of a larger trust enabling us to run more options at GCSE and A Level through more teachers.  The average 

class size here is below the national average! 

Homework Survey 

Mr Wheeler has emailed parents, students, and staff a survey on homework.  Homework is a very important 

part of education and it is helpful that we review how it works.  As always, any change will be quite measured, 

and we probably won’t jump on any bandwagons or the latest initiative! 

Summer Holiday Improvements 

We hope to be able to have a programme of summer holiday improvements and this is likely to include the 

Girls’ Toilets in the Main Block as well as many aspects of the Library.  We will also be able to invest in some 

new technology too.   

As always, thank you for your continued support.  I am writing between meetings so have not had time to find 

an anecdote or two.  It is though, thank a teacher day.  I am pleased that this worthwhile profession is 

recognised, but the success of schools is a team effort and so I thank parents and students for their 

contribution too. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


