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Dear Parents                      21st October 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 5 (of 5) 

As we approach the end of this half-term, I thought it helpful to write to you with an update on various matters.  It has been 

a busy half-term and it is clear that students and staff are in need of a break.  This is true for me too and I am particularly 

looking forward to going to London and watching the musical Six! 

As a school we have enjoyed some wonderful events and this week there have been many activities connected to Book Week 

and last night many of us could appreciate our students’ musical talents in a concert.  

In spite of my wish to focus on educational matters in update letters, it is clear that ‘health and safety’ underpins what we 

do.  Most items in this letter are connected to this theme and please appreciate there is no need to cause alarm but to ensure 

that practical and appropriate steps are taken. 

Security 

Recent tragic events have reminded us all about the risks that are present in wider society.  We have had a review within 

school and, as a result, taken the following immediate actions: 

• To lock the front East Side gates with pedestrians now using the King’s Avenue entrance; 

• To lock the doors between Rooms E3 and E4 (there are two other routes from the area in case of emergencies). 

 

In addition: 

• We are also considering closing the East Side car park and only allowing pedestrian access at the start and end of the day.  

(There is now alternative car parking on the West Side as well as parking as part of the housing development opposite.  

Ideally this space could become another social area at breaktimes.) 

• To routinely lock two further gates on the West Side. 

• There are other measures we are looking at adopting, and extra funding that we will apply for, but it is important that we 

all maintain a culture of vigilance.  Immediate concerns must be reported, and this can be summarized as: see something, 

say something, do something. 

As ever, thank you for your support.  I never want to add to any sense of alarm or moral panic but as ever, we try to be 

proportionate and practical.     

LFD Testing 

It is very important that all staff and students continue to complete at least two LFD tests each week.  These should be 

reported.  The Government has re-iterated that it is just as important that they are aware of negative results as much as 

positive ones.  Everyone should complete a test the evening before (Sunday 31st October – happy Halloween!) we return to 

the school setting on Monday 1st November.     

COVID Vaccination – for children aged 12-15 years 

Some parents will be aware that fewer nurses turned up than expected and as a result some students did not receive the 

vaccination.   
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If your child did not receive their Covid vaccination at school it has been announced today, from the Immunisation Team, 

that from Saturday 23 October parents can book online via the National Booking System or call 119 to make an appointment 

at their nearest vaccination centre. 

Parenting Smart (Place2Be) 

The children’s mental health charity Place2Be, has launched a new website aimed at helping parents with typical situations 

they can find themselves in with their children.  Advice can be found on over forty topics and includes understanding sibling 

rivalry, sleep, cultural identity and many more.  Further information can be found on their website at: 

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/ 

School Nursing Service 

Many students have received information in assemblies about the School Nursing Service.  If you click on the parents section 

of the website, you will find a short video about the service.  Again, this covers a range of subjects.  There is also information 

about how to contact the service and this includes a website as well as a text service through ‘chat health’ on 07507 333356.  

Further details can be found on their website:   

www.suffolk.gov.uk/schoolnursing 

Suffolk County Council and Face Masks 

At the time of writing, there are six positive cases within the school community.  This low number does not mirror the trend 

within Suffolk schools.  The County Council are advising that the following measures be implemented from Monday 1st 

November 2021: 

• Staff in education settings to wear face coverings in communal areas outside of the classroom, unless exempt for medical 

reasons. 

• Students in all secondary settings to wear face coverings in communal areas outside of the classroom, unless exempt for 

medical reasons. 

• Education settings to restrict entry to their site to essential visitors only.  

Clearly the thinking is to break the chain of transmission within the county.  To this end, I would recommend that we support 
these measures and ask for staff and students to wear face coverings as suggested above. 

I note that the message does not explicitly mention school transport, but it seems to me that this would be a sensible 
measure.  The County Council, as we will, will keep these measures under review.  
 
Summary 

As I write this letter, a quick glance at the BBC News has COVID-19 as the top news item.  This follows a few days about a 
Plan B which could bring back social distancing rules.  Although the national statistics are very different compared to this 
time last year, it clear that there are concerns about this winter.  As I stated at the beginning of this letter, I don’t want to 
add to any sense of alarm.  I would say that the key watch word is vigilance.  Vigilance in all areas will never do us any harm. 

I am really pleased that there has been a good focus on education this half-term.  New students and staff have settled in well 
and there have been a range of activities and events.  The return of our Careers Fair was very successful.  Year Eleven and 
Sixth Form Progress Reports have been issued and there is evidence of steady progress across the board.  Although 
examination year groups will have some studying to do, they should also find time for a break.   

Whatever you do – from the theatre to the cinema, or the garden or the green, I very much hope that you can enjoy a change 
of scene and a break and as Mrs Howard reminded us in assembly today “there’s a book for everyone.” 

 Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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