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Dear Parents                      20th July 2022 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 (Letter 28/28) 

I had to write again because I had not thanked you all for your support over the past year as well as to wish 

you all a pleasant summer.  Following on from my theme of the 1970s which linked to our assemblies – this is 

our three-day week!  There are though some brief updates! 

School Gateway 

The Office Team are planning to send more information in August, but the school is planning to include more 

features such as attendance and the timetable.  I understand that some parents may have already discovered 

these features (possibly incomplete) as the school begins to roll this out.   

To get School Gateway the following instructions will be useful: 

• Search for “School Gateway” in the Apple App Store/Google Play or on your phone go 

to www.schoolgateway.com/apple (Apple) or www.schoolgateway.com/android (Android)  

• Install the app and if you are asked then say yes to “Allow Push Notifications”  

• When you launch School Gateway for the first time, please select ‘New User’ and enter the email 

address and mobile telephone number you have registered with the school  

• The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and the app will be 

activated for you.  

If you've recently changed your e-mail address or mobile telephone number, please let the office know as they 
will need to update your details manually.  If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Mitchell in Student 
Services. 
 
With reference to the sixth form, the attendance information on the app refers to attendance at morning 

registration and lesson 5. If the student does not have a lesson period 5 and does not sign in, this is recorded 

as an unauthorised absence. It is not linked to attendance at lessons, that data is kept separately. 

Uniform 

The summer is an opportunity to arrange uniform for next September.  Given recent flexibility, the aim will be 
to get a smarter appearance.  I would particularly draw to your attention that leggings are not suitable school 
wear. 

General Expectations for Next Year 

As you know our Charter of Values underpin all that we do here.  In recent reviews we have seen yet again 
how timeless they are.  However, we need other ‘expectations’ to capture those twelve values and our aims 
in a straightforward way.  This will be encapsulated with 

Open Minds and Big Hearts. 
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Open Minds includes the academic side as well as other key attributes: 

• the ability to think 

• to be organised 

• to be smart (in every endeavour as well as our attire) 

• acceptance of diversity as well as a range of viewpoints 

 
Big Hearts demonstrate that: 

• we care 

• we are kind and thoughtful 

 
Obviously, such principles can underpin our behaviour and attitudes.  Our expectations should be rightly high 
and applied widely, these principles help us to focus on what matters.   
 
Lockers – Years 7,8 and 9 

Last year we launched our new locker system, which has been incredibly successful and popular with students. 
 
We have purchased more lockers of the new type to expand the numbers of year groups who can take 
advantage of them. 
 
If your child wishes to rent a locker for the next academic year, please book one by making the £5 payment 
for the next academic year via Gateway as soon as possible. 
 
We have already reminded Students that lockers must be emptied by the last day of term; however, the school 
will be open Thursday and Friday this week from 8-4 if you or they have not cleared their locker. Any items 
left in lockers will be disposed of. All locker codes will be scrambled as your child may not be allocated the 
same locker next year. 
 
Depending on demand, we may offer a rental locker to year 10 pupils, otherwise they will need to purchase a 
padlock to utilise one of the older lockers. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Mitchell in Student Services. 
 
Summary 

Once again, my grateful thanks for everything this year.  Term times are very busy, and the holidays are much 
needed. 
 
From my point of view, I am looking forward to cooler weather.  Whatever you do and wherever you go, I wish 
you a lovely summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


