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Dear Parents                  20th January 2022 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 13 (of 13) 

As always, I trust that this letter finds you well.  I expect that most of the content of this letter you have gleaned by 

following the news.  Yesterday, the Government made a number of announcements which have an impact on some of 

the measures we had been working with in schools.  Essentially these are connected to their intention to end Plan B 

measures and return to Plan A by Thursday 27th January. 

Department for Education Guidance 

The following points have been taken from some guidance issued and relate to year 7 and above: 

• From Thursday 20 January, face coverings are no longer recommended in classrooms and teaching spaces for 

staff and pupils. 

• From Thursday 27 January, face coverings are no longer recommended in communal areas for staff and pupils. 

• It is important to continue with proportionate protective measures. 

• Local directors of public health are able to recommend the use of face coverings in communal areas, across their 

area only, where DfE and public health experts judge the measure to be proportionate due to specific health 

concerns. 

• Directors of public health will continue to advise individual settings experiencing outbreaks.  Any local 

introduction of face coverings will be subject to routine review and removed at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Summary 

From our point of view, we have already complied with the new guidance.  It will be important to maintain the 

‘protective measures’ which includes social distancing (where possible), the regular washing or sanitising of hands and 

adequate ventilation. 

Our number of cases has increased this week and although it is hard to predict a trend, we may need to refer to public 

health.  On the other hand, it is probably the case that we are just slightly behind the national picture.  The wider 

mitigation measures such as temporarily combining classes or consideration of remote learning remain in place should 

the need arise.  

Within the next week or two I would expect to receive our inspection report and envisage sharing this with the school 

community.  Hopefully this will be the basis of my next letter to you but in the meantime thank you for your continued 

support and wishing you all well. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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