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Dear Parents                     17th December 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 10 (of 10) 

The main reason for writing is to wish you all a very pleasant Christmas and New Year and I hope that you enjoy 

a peaceful and pleasant break.  I will though update you on a few matters.   

Outlook Magazine 

Our termly magazine has been revamped and hopefully you will have had a copy emailed to you.  Our magazine 
features a number of events from this term and I know you will agree it was wonderful to be reminded of Sister 
Act, COP26, Book Week, Sports Day, International Day of Languages, expeditions and many more features.  It’s 
a reminder that it has been a busy term and I am pleased that many students are involved in the wider life of 
the school.  A link to the magazine is available here  
 
COVID Cases and Attendance 

Following last week’s figures and actions, it seems that the numbers here are maybe starting to drop.  Many 

families have made their own decisions around attendance.  Although the official government line is that 

attendance at school is mandatory, I think these individual decisions are mirrored in most schools in the country.  

This reflects a range of concerns from health worries to the ‘we must live with it.’  I genuinely do not think there 

is a right answer on so many issues and the backbench rebellion in Parliament this week is a reminder that there 

are a range of views at the very top of our political system too. 

Going forward it is important that students continue the LFD testing regime twice a week over the holidays (with 

a test taken before we return to school). 

I have had some conversations with students as to whether there will be another lockdown.  To be fair, it is 

impossible to say, and our experience last year is that this changed at the last minute!  However, I would expect 

the Department for Education at the moment will be very conscious that the quality of education, well-being, 

examination preparation as well as the safeguarding of children with other agencies, could be compromised 

with a lockdown.  In any case, there are different measures in place to manage things such as daily LFD testing 

instead of isolation for specific situations.  What I can safely say is I, and the Senior Team, will be keeping a close 

eye on the news, and if the situation changes in any significant way, you can expect that we will be in touch.  

(Last year I did have to write to parents on the 31st December!) 

Recent government announcements have been focused on the rising cases and encouragement of booster 

vaccinations. 

Current Arrangements for the Start of Term 

As stated above, we are planning for students to return on Wednesday 5th January.  I understand that some 

schools have created a staggered return, but this option is not clear from the current guidance.  We are 

fortunate that we have tutorial time which can be used for the initial testing in school.   

We will be able to assess staffing levels on Tuesday 4th January.  
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Awards Afternoon and Christmas Concert 

It was a pity that we decided to cancel our Awards Evening, but it was a pleasure to welcome Neena Atkinson, 

Chair of the Michael Sims Memorial Trust, as our Guest in the afternoon.  Her messages have a resonance for 

all students.  She was very complimentary about the continued community spirit of the school which she 

remembered was evident when her late brother, Michael, attended the school, as well as in the years that 

followed his sad passing.  One message I took is that by working with, and supporting each other in those difficult 

times, we can be successful.  In subsequent correspondence, Neena wrote, “I wanted to convey… the inspiring, 

alchemical quality of your Thomas Mills community and the power of giving and receiving kindness.  You are an 

amazing school.” 

We also made the sad decision to cancel the evening Christmas Concert.  I am delighted though that our students 

could still share their extraordinary musical talents and we are hoping a recording of the concert will be available 

on our website later today. 

Summary 

It has been a very busy term and I would like to thank everyone for their hard work and support over the past 

few months.  As always, there have been many successes both inside and outside of the classroom.  Thank you 

to some parents (and staff) who passed onto me our feature in The Sunday Times ‘Top State Secondary Schools’ 

for East Anglia.  Long may our students have the opportunity to achieve excellent outcomes.  Students are 

working hard. 

It has been a busy year and one not without its sadness too, with many families mourning the loss of loved ones.  

As ever, our thoughts are very much with you. 

I very much hope that everyone associated with our school can enjoy some rest and happiness over the 

Christmas Holiday.   

I look forward to seeing students return, ready to work hard and learn to the best of their ability, on Wednesday 

5th January 2022. 

With best wishes 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


