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Dear Parents                  15th June 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2020/2021 – Letter 29 (of 29) 

I trust that this letter finds you well and that you managed to enjoy the half-term break.  It had been a very 

busy half-term but one in which the achievements of the students and the hard work of staff and parents 

made me very proud.  Thank you for the many kind comments received and I did make it to London and 

Lowestoft for a change of scene (and relieved to have tested negative on the Monday morning!)   

Year 11 and Year 13 assessments were completed, and we hope to complete the process with submissions to 

the examination boards this week.  Year 11 and Year 13 had a very positive ‘send-off’ and we are looking 

forward to some celebratory events in the weeks ahead.    

As I drafted this letter yesterday, the BBC headline was “lockdown easing to be delayed in England by four 

weeks.”  This was confirmed by the Government in the evening and so “final unlocking” will now be in July.  

Most of the implications are for other organisations and activities.  We will, of course, be reviewing how the 

announcements affect other school arrangements such as concert, summer school and Year 11 and Year 13 

celebratory events.  However, whilst you wait for those, I thought you might appreciate some other feedback.   

Feedback from the Parent and Carer Survey 

Thank you to everyone for completing the recent survey.  We had 199 responses. 

How well do you think students kept up with learning during the most recent lockdown? 

84% of respondents thought ‘very well’ or ‘good’; 13% thought not very well and 3% were not really sure. 

How should remote learning be considered for the future? 

52% of respondents thought that remote learning should be used for school closure and homework and 

independent study; 

In addition, 26% of respondents also thought that remote learning should be integrated within the curriculum 

too. 

18% thought that remote learning should be used for school closure only. 

Which statement best describes your thoughts about online parents’ evenings? 

59% of respondents thought they were ‘very good, organised and kept to time’ whilst 27% thought ‘overall 

good but room for some improvements.’  10% thought they were ‘not very good’ and that ‘face to face is 

better.’ 
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Going forward, how would you like to see parents’ evenings develop? 

48% would prefer mainly online platforms but with some face to face meetings; 37% preferred the use of 

online platforms; leaving 15% preferring face to face meetings. 

How useful have the regular update letters been? 

92.5% of respondents thought the letters had been at least helpful and informative; 7% also appreciated other 

information too; 0.5% thought that none of the statements applied. 

How helpful and informative do you find the school’s website? 

44% thought at least helpful and informative; 41% thought ‘informative but appreciate other sources’; the 

remainder fairly evenly felt either not helpful or informative or that the statements given did not apply. 

Compared to the recent lockdown, how would you describe your children’s wellbeing now? 

Broadly, 158 respondents opted for the ‘okay’ or ‘better’ options; 41 respondents opted for ‘worries.’ 

In terms of managing your children’s well-being, are you able to manage this seeking help and support when 

required/ not able to manage this and would appreciate help and support? 

189 respondents felt they were able to manage this; 10 would appreciate help and support (and please get in 

touch with the school). 

How important are schools in terms of the general socialisation of children and young people? 

99% of respondents thought this was either important or very important (179). 

Next Steps 

I have deliberately avoided any commentary on the results.  They are very useful and we will also link these 

to other sources of information.  At the moment we are re-shaping our strategic priorities for next year and it 

likely that there will be several action points which will have some links to the survey above.  We will also be 

undertaking a staff well-being survey.  There have also been other forums in school for example School Council 

and Mr Wheeler has been leading our work on new Equality Objectives.   

I’m optimistic therefore that the school will continue to evolve in a thoughtful and measured way which builds 

on the ethos and successes already embedded within the school.  Although sometimes I think that each year 

schools are expected to do ‘more’ with ‘less,’ I’m sure we will find the right approaches to a number of issues.  

However, before any changes emerge I would emphasise that if you or any of our school community have a 

concern around someone’s well-being that you do get in touch with either your child’s tutor or Head of Year 

who will liaise with our Pastoral Team led by Miss Armes.  We will continue to increase the number of ‘mental 

health first aiders’ amongst the staff as well as in the Sixth Form. 

Returning to the national headlines, it is clear that there is some uncertainty around covid.  Hopefully, the 

current rate of increase will be discontinued.  In the meantime, it is important that we maintain all the 

protocols, including taking and reporting the LFD testing. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


