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Dear Parents                      12th May 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2020/2021 – Letter 27 (of 27) 

As you will know, on Monday, the Prime Minister announced a number of measures as part of the roadmap out of 

lockdown.  There has been updated Guidance from the Department for Education.     

However, given the Government announcement we have started looking at our Summer Term Re-Opening 

Document (STOD) and the following changes will be implemented from Monday 17th May. 

Face Coverings 

The Prime Minister said that face coverings are no longer necessary in classrooms or communal areas.  Face 

Coverings have provided reassurance to many although the improvements in communication (both inside and 

outside the classroom) will be generally welcomed.   

Face coverings are still to be worn on public transport. 

Face coverings may be needed where there are localised outbreaks including variants of concern.     

Also, there are specific situations we still need to manage such as work with Learning Support Assistants and also 

pregnant staff. 

We have agreed with two members of staff who are pregnant, that as part of our control measures, it will remain 

appropriate for students in Mrs Ducker’s and Dr Rozier’s classes to wear face coverings. 

Therefore, from Monday 17th May, for most situations in school, it will not be mandatory for students or staff to 

wear face coverings.  The now usual measures around social distancing and particularly ventilation still apply.  

Students should still have a face covering with them. 

The Government have different recommendations for staff where social distancing is not possible (for example 

when moving around in corridors and communal areas).     

PE Kit, Uniform and Changing Rooms 

We have kept all of our strategies under review.  Unfortunately, the opportunity to wear “PE Kit” has led to 

significant variations in school uniform and conduct by some students.  Concerns have also risen around the 

hygiene issues about students not changing after PE lessons.  However, I know many parents have appreciated the 

wearing of PE Kit, as it has made the routines around laundry easier.  As always, with any decisions, there is a 

balance to be struck! 

However, from Monday 17th May, students in Years 7 to 10 will need to wear school uniform and change into 

their PE Kit.  Changing Rooms will re-open and more frequent cleaning regimes will be in place. 

We hope to see an improvement in uniform and conduct.  Implementing this change now should ensure that 

September will be even more productive and positive.  In the meantime, all teachers and tutors will share the 

expectations around uniform with students.  Excessive jewellery should not be worn and may be confiscated. 

mailto:inmail@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk


It is likely that Heads of Year will be in contact with you to outline relevant expectations.  They will also look at the 

future availability of lockers.  This is the right time to return to high standards and tutors and teachers have my 

full support in ensuring our expectations around conduct and uniform are followed more consistently.   

Importance of Testing 

A key control measure in managing this pandemic this year is the self-testing.  It is really important that all students 

and staff maintain this.  All students have recently been issued with a further supply of Home COVID LFD tests.  

Please ensure that your child tests themselves weekly and they report the results to both the school and the NHS 

using the links below: 

Covid 19 Pupil Home Test Reporting (office.com) 

Report a COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test result - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Some test kits have been left in school accidently.  If your child needs replacements, please contact Mrs Mitchell 
in the Finance Office.  Your support with the LFD testing and reporting is very much appreciated. 

Control Measures 

It also remains vital that the key measures around hygiene and cleanliness remain.  There is no doubt that regular 

hand washing makes a difference.  Students should also continue to use hand sanitiser in situations where it is not 

possible to wash hands.   

Mental Health Support 

There are many wider effects to the pandemic.  Society is not at ease and all of this can easily transfer.  There is 

considerable anxiety even in returning to more normal routines whether in school or in wider society.  It is 

important that worries are talked about and where appropriate, that support is taken.  (I still stand by the adage 

that ‘a problem shared is a problem halved.’) 

Further support is available through the Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust who are providing free 

workshops for parents and carers to support the emotional wellbeing of young people. Visit the Psychology in 

Schools eventbrite page for details: Psychology in Schools Team - NSFT Events | Eventbrite  Previous sessions 

are available to watch on the Trust’s You Tube channel covering the subjects of managing uncertainty, eating 

difficulties and low mood.  

Summary 

Although, most of the Prime Minister’s announcements were focussed on households and hospitality, it was clear 

that there have been significant improvements in the data in recent weeks.  It remains the case that we must 

continue to be vigilant, although the rollout of the vaccination programme has been incredible.  We will still have 

to have contingencies for possible outbreaks. 

However, it is great that there are improvements.  Our school, in line with all others, has not operated normally 

since February 2020 and the sense that we can return to a good ordered and focused school education is very 

encouraging.  As always, your ongoing support has been much appreciated.  Take care. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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