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Dear Parents                            12th January 2023 

Headteacher’s Update Letter 2022-2023 – Issue 16 (of 16) 

As promised, the feedback from the Curriculum Survey completed before the Christmas Holiday.  I hope you find the 

results interesting.   

Results of the Curriculum letter 

Once again, thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  We had 117 responses with 107 from parents.  In 

summary: 

84% support (strongly agree and agree) the three-year Key Stage 4 and choosing options in Year 8 

71% think the school should consider more BTEC courses for specific students at GCSE 

99% support the wide range of subject choices at GCSE 

98% support the wide range of subject choices at A Level 

90% agree that following subject choices from Year 9 leads to better engagement 

85% think that option blocks at GCSE and A Level should be created by student preferences 

91% prefer a one-week timetable 

In terms of optimum time for lessons: 

  45 minutes  23 respondents 

  50 minutes  45 

  60 minutes  35 

  75 minutes  3 

  90 minutes  7 

  120 minutes  2 

93% disagree or strongly disagree that the school should focus on core subjects at GCSE and have a narrower range of 

options 

99% disagree with the school ensuring efficiency with larger class sizes 

98% agree with the school’s approach being deliberately below the national average for class sizes and pupil/teacher 

ratios 

84% agree that the introduction of more Personal Development lessons across the school has been a positive 

development 

Outline thoughts about the statistical results 

It’s good to have confirmation that stakeholders support the wide choice at GCSE and A Level.  This is a clear distinctive 

feature of the school.  I think it would be useful to explore a wider range of qualifications.  This would need to be 

considered alongside entitlement issues and clear criteria, if selection is to be involved. 
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I think it is interesting that the majority of respondents prefer a one-week timetable.  The most variation for responses 

is for the timing of lessons.  The advantage of our current model is that we can create double lessons (throughout the 

day, where needed) although I note that only 2 respondents thought that 120 minutes was the optimum time!  I would 

really like to explore optimum learning time further at some point.   

Clearly the questions around smaller class sizes and higher teacher/pupil ratios was slightly loaded!  I think small classes 

can have an impact and, historically, is the distinguishing feature between a private and a state education.  The challenge 

is where you draw the line with efficiency.  Our curriculum and staffing model has been affordable and arguably very 

successful.  All schools have a different context and a key aspect for us is the rurality, as well as the Sixth Form.   

As we move forward with a number of considerations, this provides us with some very helpful information.  It supports 

what students have told me through School Council.  Thank you once again for engaging with this survey. 

Some examples of the written feedback from the survey 

We also received some very useful feedback which explains the views behind the results.  Below is just a cross-section 

of some of the comments received:  

We chose Thomas Mills for its smaller class sizes and huge range of fantastic subjects 

PD seems to be telling her what to think and can be summarised as ‘be nice to everyone.’ 

PD has been excellent – these have prompted good conversations at home… 

Languages should be GCSE 

We hope that the Arts continue to be a valued part of the curriculum… He is currently studying Fine Art at Chelsea College 

of Art in London which has a 2% acceptance rate 

Whilst I strongly agree with smaller class sizes producing better outcomes, if efficiencies have to be made, I would also 

prefer a larger class size but a continued breadth of offering at GCSE and A Level 

Personally, I did not think Personal Development was a weak area 

I would like to see computing in the curriculum up to and including year 11 

I welcome the review of the 3-year GCSE… the narrowing of study to 3 subjects at A Level is already a limiting factor in 

the UK system.  Narrowing a child’s education in Year 8 compounds this unnecessarily 

…the passion the teachers have for their subjects.  This leads to better learning outcomes 

So many schools are larger and do not have the friendly family feel to their school 

Other Considerations 

For me, debates about the curriculum are at the heart of education.  I recall the introduction of the National Curriculum 

many decades ago and the associated testing, and then the ‘freedoms’ introduced through ‘academies.’  At the same 

time there are issues around entitlement, as well as what is learnt and experienced through a wider curriculum.  I think 

there is a challenge in ensuring breadth as well as the opportunity for choice.   

The Government’s ambition is still that the vast majority of Year Ten pupils should be starting to study EBaac by 2025.  

The EBaac is: English Language and Literature, Mathematics, Sciences, Geography or History and a Language. 

As you will know, this is not the only driving force at this time and so I will keep you updated with any significant 

developments with regards to our curriculum.  In conclusion, I note the support for breadth and choice at this time. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


