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Dear Parents             8th December 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 9 (of 9) 

Apologies for writing so soon following my correspondence last week.  As you will know the impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic continues to be felt.  Even though this letter is focused on some year groups, I feel it is 

in the interests of the school community to be as fully informed as possible.   

Cases in Year 7 

Although school cases had remained stable and below thresholds for a while, there has been an increase in 

reported cases.  Today, we undertook some LFD testing in form time, and this resulted in one further LFD 

positive result.  This brings the total to 27 cases.   

Mr Wheeler attempted to make contact with the Public Health Authorities first thing, but in the absence of a 

swift reply, we started making our own assessment and actions using their own guidance. 

During period 1, we shared advice that face coverings in Year 7 lessons would be a good recommendation.  

During period 3, teachers shared guidance for working on Microsoft Teams for home working.  (There would 

be in school provision for children of key workers and those classified as ‘vulnerable.’) 

Further information about Microsoft Teams is available from the following link: 

https://www.thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk/pupils/online-learning-via-teams 

The County Council guidance makes it clear that if the ‘chains of transmission’ are not being broken then 

attendance restrictions is a last resort. 

However, by midday, Mr Wheeler had spoken to Christine Whiting from Public Health Suffolk and she 

recommended the following actions instead: 

• Year 7 remain in school for now 

• Year 7 undertake LFD tests daily for the next five days 

• On the fifth day (Monday) parents arrange for a PCR test 

• In the event of a positive test, self-isolate and follow health guidance 

• Siblings with a family member who tests positive must undertake a PCR test 

 

Cases in Year 12 

Yesterday there appeared to be an increase in cases amongst Year Twelve but not at the levels which would 

concern the authorities.  Many Year Twelves took to wearing face coverings, maintaining social distancing as 

well as undertaking LFD tests.  Their own responses to the situation were, as expected, mature and calm and 

sensible. 
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Other Public Health Suffolk Recommendations 

• All year groups wear face coverings 

• We restrict essential visitors to school 

• Students and staff must undertake LFD testing 

 

Wider Considerations 

We were, of course, so looking forward to Awards Evening which is an important event that celebrates the 

success of our students as well as our school.  However, with the developments above it is sensible that we 

amend our plans.  Our Guest of Honour, Janeena Sims, has been able to change her plans so we will celebrate 

our students’ successes tomorrow afternoon.   

You will notice that there are no time limits to the measures which means that they are under continuous 

review.  I envisage that we will assess the situation on Monday/ Tuesday with consideration of our end of term 

arrangements. 

Summary 

It is with sadness that we have had to even consider some of these recommendations as well as look at the 

possibility of home working.  This situation slightly mirrors our experience last year with the Year Eleven cohort 

at the time. 

As ever our staff and students have been incredibly thoughtful enabling myself and the senior team to make 

considered and, I hope, calm decisions!  “Don’t Panic!” remains such a useful mantra! 

This is though, a reminder about the balance that we have had to strike for some time now between the 

quality of education and the health considerations around the pandemic. 

With best wishes 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


