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Dear Parents                                  8th October 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 4 (of 4) 

As always, I trust that this letter finds you well.  This half-term is beginning to fly by.  I think this is a good sign as there is lots 

going on.  However, there are a number of items which I know will be of interest to you. 

COVID -19 Vaccinations 

As you may be aware this is being arranged by the Hertfordshire and East Anglia Community and School Age Immunisation 

Service on the 12th October.  I have been asked by the School Office to pass on the following related pieces of information to 

you: 

• HPV vaccinations will not take place on Tuesday 12th October.  This has been changed to December and letters will be 

sent out nearer the time; 

• Please be aware that the portal to register your consent for the COVID-19 vaccination closes at midday on Monday 11th 

October and not midnight as stated in the letter from the Immunisation Team; 

• It’s important that all students who are having the vaccination eat breakfast.   

• It will be a good idea to bring a book to read as there will be some resting for about 15 minutes following the vaccination. 

 

DFE and OFQUAL’s Plans for External Examinations in 2022 

You may be aware that the Department for Education have published some documents relating to the plans for a range of 

qualifications and examinations in 2022.  These documents provide guidance on adaptations, grading, as well as the agreed 

results days.   

In outline: 

• There are some adaptations to course content and practical components (and individual subjects will be best placed to 

share); 

• Grades will be awarded to reflect a midway point between 2021 and 2019; 

• A Level results will be published on the 18th August and GCSE results on the 25th August. 

 

There is a very clear intent to return to externally assessed examinations although contingencies will no doubt be considered.  

In my view, it goes without saying that all assessments are important, and not only do they provide opportunities for exam 

practice and valuable feedback but could potentially be evidence.  In future letters I hope to share some good advice about 

home study and the retrieval of information for example. 

School Uniform Years 7 to 11 

There are some individual transgressions at the moment, and this has the potential to distract us from our core purpose.  

Government Guidance very much supports the implementation of school policies and I would particularly draw your 

attention to the information in the Log Book.  There are many items of jewellery which are not suitable, and I politely request 

that they are not worn.  I will consider issuing form tutors with some brown envelopes to confiscate items which can be 

returned at the end of term. 

Reminders from the PE Department 

Partly in line with the above item, The PE Department have asked me to re-iterate some key messages: 
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• All jewellery must be removed for PE lessons. This includes Fitbits and all piercings; taping is no longer an acceptable 

alternative. 

• Shin pads, studded boots and gum shields are essential pieces of PE kit and must be worn when participating in contact 

sports on the fields and the MUGA: 

• HOCKEY – boots, shin-pads and gum shields; 

• RUGBY – boots and gum shields; 

• FOOTBALL – boots and shin-pads. 

• The PE Department have a stock of shin-pads and gum-shields that can be purchased at cost price. 

 

The extra-curricular programme has been re-established and all pupils are encouraged to attend.  School fixtures are also 

back.  Parents are welcome to spectate but must remain on the school fields and not enter the buildings (unless they sign in 

at the Main Office).  You are welcome to follow the Thomas Mills PE Department Instagram page to keep up to date with 

fixtures and results. 

Suffolk County Council’s actions with regards to COVID-19 transmission 

You may have seen on the news that the County Council have recommended some additional control measures.  Their 

recommendations are: 

• Children should stay at home when a sibling they live with tests positive for COVID-19; 

• All siblings who live in the same house as the positive case should get a PCR test from the third day following the initial 

positive PCR.  If this comes back as negative and the siblings feel well those siblings can return to their education setting; 

• If any sibling develops symptoms they should isolate immediately and take another PCR test. 

 

However, the County Council make it clear that any parents who want their child (without symptoms) to continue to attend 

school have the right to send them.  In this situation they should continue to undertake a daily Lateral Flow Test for four days 

and only attend school if negative. 

It is worth re-emphasizing that simple actions continue to make a difference: 

• Washing hands, 

• Maintaining social distancing where possible, 

• Wearing face coverings when needed, 

• Staying at home when feeling unwell. 

 

Change to the End of the Academic Year 

You may be aware that in June 2022 there is an additional bank holiday during the half-term to mark the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee.  Although they decided that there would be one less day at school as a result, this has only recently been confirmed 

through this year’s School Teachers’ Pay and Conditions. 

It is therefore proposed to end the school year on Wednesday 20th July 2022 instead of the Thursday as published in the 

calendar.   

 Summary 

I appreciate there is a lot of information with this letter.  As always thank you for your support.  Without further wishing time 

away, it’s useful to remind you that, for students, this half-term ends on Thursday 21st October.   

In the meantime, I very much hope that you all remain safe and well and we can continue to focus in school on educational 

matters! 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


