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Dear Parents                              6th January 2023 

Headteacher’s Update Letter 2022-2023 – Issue 15 (of 15) 

I very much wish you a Happy New Year and trust that all families and people associated with the school had 

a good break.  As you know, I write these update letters from time to time on matters of whole school interest 

for the school community.  Early next week I will write to you with the feedback from the curriculum letter.   

Richard Hanley 

We were delighted to learn that Mr Hanley, our Senior Teacher and Head of Music, was awarded the British 

Empire Medal (BEM) in King Charles’ first New Year Honours.  This is a wonderful achievement and we have 

as a school, through assembly, passed on our congratulations to Mr Hanley.   

Term Dates 2023 

Many apologies we have spotted a formatting error on this year’s printed calendar.  This term ends for 

students on Thursday 30th March (in line with published dates for last year).  Friday 31st March will be a Staff 

Professional Day (4).   

As always, this year’s calendar has included the provisional dates for the 2023-2024 school year.  We had one 

more Staff Professional Day to set, which will be Friday 20th October.  This means the Autumn 2023 half term 

ends on Thursday 19th October for students.  

School Lunchtime Club in the FAYAP Building 

Some very good progress has been made in re-establishing the lunchtime club in the FAYAP building.  It has 

been a useful exercise in establishing all the protocols.  In outline: 

• We have all agreed that the entrance for the lunchtime club will be the doors near the Canteen so that 

the Main Doors and therefore the gate can be kept shut.  A new ramp/path will be provided by TMHS 

(and this has been commissioned). 

• We will review usage and access of the club and could consider, for example, a year group rota. 

• Technically, the centre is not part of the school buildings, although we are both located on land owned 

by Suffolk County Council.  However, use was granted as part of the school’s Funding Agreement. 

• I think it is important that stakeholders are informed and it maybe that some parents would not wish 

their children to use this centre at lunchtime.  If you wished to confirm this in writing to us, that would 

be fine, and we can share this with your child who would be responsible for following your wishes. 

(Use of the Youth Club after school is separate to the school.)  

• We would also share this information with the staff, but supervision will be within the building and not 

at the new entrance.  Mrs Sandra Bishop will return to the centre at lunchtime. 

• The same school expectations apply to the school lunchtime club.  This includes mobile phones (they 

should not be seen, heard or used during any part of the school day). 
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• The FAYAP staff have undertaken the school’s Safeguarding Training, in addition to their own youth 

work qualifications and they use the same referral procedures for the lunchtime club. 

 

There is no re-opening date yet and completion of the paperwork as well as the construction of the ramp are 

key priorities. 

Due Diligence and Transfer towards a new Trust 

In July our Academy Trust Board agreed to explore a due diligence process with the Alpha Trust.  This is a 
process whereby both sides investigate the legal, financial and commercial information relating to each 
other.  Ordinarily such a process may establish whether there are matters which require further 
information. This process is ongoing but because of the complexities will take time.  Only at the point where 
both sides are satisfied will a transfer process begin, so that any final decisions are as thoughtful and as 
thorough as possible.  
 
I have visited one of the schools -The Gilberd School - and spent time with the Headteacher, Linda Exley.  This 
is clearly a successful school which enjoys a good degree of autonomy and serves a catchment area within a 
densely populated area of Colchester.  There are many areas of similarity as well as the obvious contextual 
differences.  
 
I will keep you updated as we reach key stages of this process. 
 
Online Safety 

 
We have recently sent out an Online Safety Newsletter and we remain concerned about the dangers such 
media can pose. A useful website for parents to visit is given below.  We also have advice on our 
safeguarding tab on the school website.  The website below includes details on many of the common social 
media platforms and their risks. A large number of these platforms are aimed at Over 18s. However, it is 
worth bearing in mind that their age verification systems are not always very robust. The most effective way 
to help children keep safe online is to talk with them about both the advantages and dangers posed by the 
online world. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/apps-guide/social-networking-and-messaging-apps/ 
 

Summary 

This letter suggests that it is going to be a busy year.  From my point of view, it has started positively.  We 

were pleased to welcome Ed Sheeran to one of our Thomas Mills Day assemblies.  Following his speech at 

Awards Evening he spoke about his experiences and shared lots of great advice which would not only lead to 

success in school but also beyond.  

I hope that your 2023 is equally as positive and successful.  I particularly wish Year Eleven well with the final 

Preparatory Exams.   

In the meantime, I wish you all a pleasant weekend and I’ll be in touch with the curriculum feedback. 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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