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Dear Parents              5th January 2022 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 12 (of 12)  

Firstly, my apologies for writing so soon after my last letter to you but we are one community and I know 
that updates are appreciated.  Firstly, I am pleased to report that the new term has started so calmly.  The 
LFD testing only resulted in one false positive but this undertaking is a reassuring measure at this time.  I 
do share with many parents the sadness and concerns about the wearing of face coverings again.    

However yesterday our school was shocked and saddened to learn some unexpected news about a 
valuable member of staff.  

Andrea Hobson  

Over the Christmas Holidays Mrs Andrea Hobson died.  Andrea had worked at the school since 2001 in 
the Learning Support Department.  Over the years Andrea had undertaken a variety of additional roles 
including most recently as an Academic Tutor (catch up support).  In all these roles, she always put the 
needs of students first and absolutely loved seeing them succeed as she supported them warmly with 
kindness.  

Our thoughts and prayers are very much with her family at this sad time.  I have been in touch and will be 
again in the weeks ahead.  

A respected retired colleague, John Hibberd MBE, has written, Andrea, “worked for years quietly, 
successfully and unobtrusively helping our pupils to learn and we send our sincere condolences to 
the school, and especially to her close colleagues who we are sure will be very upset by this news.   It will 
be devastating for her family.”    

The sense of shock means that for many of us, we cannot quite believe the news.  Staff and students have 
started to talk about so many wonderful memories and I was pleased to join a conversation where Andrea 
is described as, kind, loving, caring, warm, generous, gentle, welcoming and committed to 
education.  Many staff enjoyed walks with Andrea.  

We have planned for staff, students and parents to have the opportunity to remember Andrea and some 
‘memory cards’ will be available in the Library and Reception for some thoughts.  In time these can be 
shared with Andrea’s family.  

Such lovely comments do remind us of the loss we are experiencing both as individuals as well as the 
organisation.  The unexpected nature only adds to our grief and many of our students and staff will need 
to be supported in the weeks and months ahead.  Grief will be very individual although it often follows a 
natural process with time and talk and reflection.  Tears will no doubt be mixed with smiles and even 
laughter, as the positive memories come to the fore.  

Through the County Council we are in touch with specialists and further additional support can be 
considered.  It is important to share feelings and talk.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if we can 
support further.      
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Our school flag is at half-mast as we mourn the loss of such a wonderful, kind and considerate colleague.    

In time we will look to have a more permanent memorial for Andrea.  

At the end of last term, the staff video captured ‘I’ll be there for you.’  We all need to be there for each 
other, and we will be.    

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


