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Dear Parents                     4th January 2022 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 11 (of 11) 

Firstly, Happy New Year.  I very much hope that you were able to enjoy some rest and relaxation over the holiday period.   

As you will know from the news, it is likely that the coronavirus and the variants will have an impact here as they are 

elsewhere in the country.  With that in mind I thought it useful to outline some key points from recent government 

guidance to schools as well as our own response. 

Quotes from the Department for Education Update on 2nd January 2022 

• Students undertake one on-site test, on return in January. This will help boost testing participation and reduce 

transmission after a period of social mixing during the holidays. 

• Students should then be strongly encouraged to continue testing twice weekly at home and to report all results 

to NHS Test and Trace and to their setting. 

• If someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly encouraged to take part 

in LFD testing … once they have completed their isolation period for their prior infection. 

• Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result 

for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason. 

• Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two 

negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken 

no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results 

are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative 

test result and return to your education setting from day 7. 

• People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, 

identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and 

continue to attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any 

time. 

• We recognise that the high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with the availability of staff. Our shared 

priority is to keep education settings open and children and young people continuing face-to-face education. 

 

• In response to the threat from the Omicron variant, the JCVI advised that a Pfizer booster vaccine should be 

offered to: children aged 12 to 15 years old who are in a clinical risk group or who are a household contact of 
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immunosuppressed individuals, and those who are severely immunosuppressed and have had a third primary 

dose; all young people aged 16 to 17 years old 

• It is recommended that face coverings are worn in classrooms where pupils in year 7 and above are educated. 

The advice is short term only, to support pupils and teachers as they return to school this term and builds on 

the existing proportionate guidance that recommends face coverings for all adults in communal areas of all 

settings. The advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until Wednesday 26 January, when Plan B 

regulations are currently scheduled to expire, at which point it will be reviewed. 

 

• [There is an] update to the definition of vulnerable children:  

• those with a social worker 

• those with an Education, Health and Care Plan 

• a group of children considered locally, including by settings and local authorities, to be ‘otherwise vulnerable’ 

• children known to children’s social care services in the past 

• children whose home circumstances might be particularly challenging because of domestic abuse, parental 

offending, adult mental health issues, and drug and alcohol addiction 

School Considerations 

The key change is that face coverings are to continue in classrooms as stated above.  It would be helpful if students 

could have a spare face covering, we do appreciate your support with this measure. It is also clear that we all need to 

consider ‘contingencies.’  As with other public services there is a risk that the school becomes short of staff at some 

point.  In an emergency we will consider supervising groups of pupils in larger venues, but this is not sustainable and, in 

any case, may not provide adequate cover for safe supervision.  It is clear from the government guidance that remote 

learning at home is an option.  This could be for year groups.  There would be some in school provision and this links to 

the above list regarding ‘vulnerable children’. 

I’m sorry that we have to start the year with Coronavirus very much top of the agenda again.  We obviously follow 

government guidance and will make informed local decisions where appropriate.  At the time of writing, we envisage 

being able to open the school as normal.   

I will almost certainly be in touch over the coming weeks.  Until then I hope you all remain safe and well.   

With best wishes 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


