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Dear Parents               3rd December 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 8 (of 8) 

As always, I trust that this letter finds you well.  It has been a busy couple of weeks and although we are looking 

forward to several events, the impact of coronavirus continues to be felt.  Pupil absences have been fairly stable 

since half-term, but we did have several staff having to self-isolate over the past two to three weeks.  This letter 

aims to update you on a number of relevant issues. 

COVID-19 Mitigation Measures 

It is very important that everyone continues to comply with the measures in place to limit the spread of the virus.  

Face coverings should be worn on buses and also in corridors.  It may be, in conjunction with the Local Authority, 

that we have to review our measures and it may be deemed appropriate to return to face coverings in classrooms 

for the end of term. 

It remains our preference that students are outside wherever possible at both break time and lunchtime.  The field 

is now closed at social times and this will be reviewed in January.  If the weather is wet and cold, Mr Cann, may 

allow students to use their form rooms during these times.  However, face coverings are to be worn and there is 

to be no eating and drinking in form rooms.  If the weather is dry and mild, then students will be outside able to 

use the ‘quad’ areas between the teaching blocks.  It is important that students have a coat with them. 

It is also very important that all staff and students continue to use the LFD tests and to report the results. 

At this stage it is impossible to predict future government decisions!   

We are keeping a close eye on staff cover which has been the busiest I have ever known here.  In the event of a 

shortage of teachers, in the first instance, senior staff would supervise students in large areas.  It maybe, that as a 

last resort for safety reasons, I would have to consider home working for some year groups and work could then 

be set on Teams. 

Mobile Phones 

The policy is clear.  For Years 7 to 11 they should not be seen, heard or used.  A number of phones recently have 

been confiscated and handed to Miss Armes.  As staff are busy, this trend cannot continue.  Until the end of term, 

at least, confiscated phones can be collected by students at the end of term or by parents via an appointment with 

the Main Office.  (Like some of the plans above – we don’t want to do this – and this will be achieved by the phones 

not being seen, heard or used.)  If there are valid reasons for having them then they should be switched off and 

completely out of sight. 

Awards Evening 

Plans are going ahead for Awards Evening although we will not have the customary gatherings beforehand or 

afterwards.  The Sports Hall will be well ventilated and jumpers, coats and other layers may be helpful.  It is also 

recommended that all participants undertake a LFD test and follow the guidance in the event of a positive result.   
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We are looking forward to welcoming Janeena Sims, Chair of the Michael Sims Memorial Trust, which has actively 

supported the school and its students over twenty-six years.  Further information about the Trust is available on 

the History of the School section of the website. 

Inspection 

Thank you to everyone who completed the parents and pupil surveys as part of our visit from OFSTED.  It was good 

to show the inspectors many aspects of our school and we look forward to receiving the report.  (My own Year 

Twelve class were, I think, disappointed that they did not visit our lesson!) 

Non-Uniform and/or Christmas Jumper Day Friday 10th December 2021 

 

Last year you may recall that we were able to support local Foodbanks. This year some local foodbanks, including 
Waveney Foodbank, tell us that they currently have enough food supplies and do not require food donations at 
this time. 
 

School Council have asked for an additional non uniform day which, if students wish, can be combined with the 
Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10th December. There is a suggested donation of £2 and this can be given in tutor 
groups on that day. 
 

The aim is to share the donations between homeless charities as well as the foodbank itself. 
 

 “Snow Days”/ Closure of School in Adverse Weather 

In the event of adverse weather, I would, in consultation with senior staff and bus companies for example consider 

the merits and demerits of closing the school.  This process starts at about 5am with the aim of a decision being 

made from 6am and ideally no later than 6.30am.  Although we will contact Suffolk County Council (who may 

contact radio stations) we will also post a message on our school website.  Such a decision is usually made in the 

interests of safety with regards to travel as well as our site and saves every individual having to make their own 

assessment.     

Given the use of Microsoft Teams it would now be the plan that we would ask teachers to upload work (i.e. ‘remote 

learning’) for the lessons.  There will be no expectation of live lessons.   

As I write this, the weather outside is wet but mild although we did have some flurries of snow earlier in the week.    

Summary 

I, like all my colleagues in school, have been busy, so I am pleased to find the time to write to you with an update 

as these will be matters of interest to you all. In the next two weeks, I do expect the focus to remain on effective 

teaching and learning so that the holiday, when it arrives, is well-deserved.  

I do worry this time of year about safety to and from school and it is important that everybody – pedestrians, 

cyclists, drivers or passengers, takes the most sensible precautions.   

In the meantime, a weekend is upon us and I wish you all a pleasant few days. 

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


