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Dear Parents                              3rd February 2023 

Headteacher’s Update Letter 2022-2023 – Issue 21 (of 21) 

Co-ordinated Strike Action 1st February 

From the news on Wednesday, it was clear that there was a series of strike actions across many sectors including train 

drivers as well as civil servants.  We were able to keep the school open for five of the year groups, and we did not need 

to supervise any classes in larger areas.  Although a number of our staff made the choice to strike, they were very clear 

that the action was against the government and not the school.  As I have said before, I very much hope that the disputes 

are settled soon. 

From the reports in the press, including the East Anglian Daily Times, there are a number of reasons why the NEU took 

this action.  Some of the wider arguments given include fairer funding for schools, recruiting and retaining staff, schools 

making cutbacks with squeezed budgets and workloads. 

These are relevant points and I feel there are many pressures within the Education system at the moment.  At the same 

time, the country is experiencing a cost-of-living crisis with a rise in prices.   

The next planned strike action from the NEU is for Wednesday 1st March 2023.  We will need to consider the full 

implications of this after half-term. 

Performance of the Alter-Ego Theatre Company on Friday 10th February 

Mr Wheeler, Head of Personal Development, has arranged for the above theatre company to perform ‘Unacceptable’ to 

all pupils in Years Nine, Ten and Eleven.  The presentation will cover the important and current topics of misogyny, sexism 

and sexual harassment. 

I have seen this group perform at a conference and I believe they will make our students think with their lively and 

engaging presentation.  We have welcomed the group into school before and their presentation on ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ was 

well received. 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday - 7th February  

This year’s theme is ‘want to talk about it? Making space for conversations about life online.’  As society moves forward 

it is the voice of children and young people that need to shape the online safety support.  Further information can be 

accessed at: https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/theme-announced-for-safer-internet-day-2023 

Summary 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  In spite of some of the themes above, I hope we can find the positives 

and that things do move forward.   

Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 
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