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Dear Parents           2nd November 2021 

Headteacher’s Update 2021/22 – Letter 6 (of 6) 

I very much trust that this letter finds you well and safe although I know that some families have either tested 

positive for coronavirus or have succumbed to the symptoms.  We wish you a good recovery for what is for 

most people a mild infection.   

Although last week’s news was dominated by the Government budget or the G20 summit of world leaders, it 

is clear that the pandemic is very much with us.  The high rate of cases in Ipswich for example has been 

mentioned in the national media. 

Over the last twenty months we have become used to some of the mitigation measures and I think it is 

important that we continue to follow these.  This includes: 

• Self-isolation (followed by a PCR test) if you have the symptoms of coronavirus, 

• Wash hands (or use sanitizer) more frequently, 

• Maintain social distancing wherever possible, 

• Wear face coverings where advised, 

• Consider adequate ventilation. 

 

Additional measures in school 

Following the local health authority advice within Suffolk we have recommended the use of face coverings in 

corridors and communal areas.  We are also re-invigorating the one-way systems where these may have 

lapsed (details are in the Log Book). 

It is important that everyone undertakes and reports an LFD test at least twice a week.  (We will review 

whether it is feasible to undertake these in school using tutorial time.) 

We will look to share specific mitigation measures for each educational event within school.  In specific 

circumstances (i.e. a local outbreak), I may need to cancel some events or consider alternative arrangements. 

Letters from the Secretary of State for Education and Suffolk County Council 

During the holidays, we received correspondence for parents from the Department for Education and Suffolk 

County Council.  Both these letters refer to vaccinations for 12 to 15 year olds.  I have attached the links as 

follows:   

Education Secretary writes to parents about vaccinations for 12 to 15 year olds - The Education Hub (blog.gov.uk) 

Parent_carer_letter_for_additional_bookable_clinic_sites_in_East_Anglia_22.10.2021_.pdf (mcusercontent.com) 
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https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/25/education-secretary-writes-to-parents-about-vaccinations-for-12-to-15-year-olds/?utm_source=28%20October%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://mcusercontent.com/5c2782ab1264cda5bb7f549a9/files/ec30b4cd-8b30-3e4c-86ad-6b445558529a/Parent_carer_letter_for_additional_bookable_clinic_sites_in_East_Anglia_22.10.2021_.pdf


In addition, we have had contact from the Immunisation Team, and they are no longer planning to do catch-

up vaccinations in school.  The advice that has been given is to ring 119 to book a vaccination. 

Recent School Improvements 

Over the holidays further progress has been made to some of our infrastructure projects.  Of particular note 

is the new carpet and doors around the entrance and the Library (which now has an additional door).  There 

is new furniture and equipment in the Library and after some other improvements, we will officially rename 

and re-open the Library (further details in due course).  These improvements have enhanced what was already 

a valuable space.   

For the future, we are looking to develop a bid for a new building.  Ideally this would replace E10 (also known 

as the old canteen) with some new Science Labs (maybe four or five).  I would also like to re-work some of the 

spaces around this area.  We will look to change the car park around Kings’ Avenue into another social area.  

(However, until this time, all car parks are out of bounds for students, during the school day.) 

Sixth Form Open Evenings 

All being well, we will hold the two scheduled evenings as planned for the 18th and 25th of November.  If you 

know of anybody who would be interested in our Sixth Form do encourage them to get in touch.  We have 

had a record entry into Year Twelve this year and I think our small class sizes, personal development 

opportunities and ethos have contributed to this.    

Summary 

As ever there is a balance to be struck in providing an effective education as well as ensuring that 

proportionate mitigation measures are in place for this pandemic.  I still remain reasonably optimistic, if a little 

cautious, as we head towards the winter period.   

Students would be advised to bring a coat with them as we will actively encourage the use of the outside at 

breaktime and lunchtime. 

I planned some time ago to write a letter which focuses on education and shares some learning tips and so, 

like James Bond, will return with this at a later date. 

A few of you, I know, will be interested in my watching of the musical Six.  For these couple of readers, I am 

happy to say that it was very entertaining and slightly educational – if I was a theatre critic, I would describe 

it as a blend of the Spice Girls with one of the History Department’s lessons on the six wives of Henry VIII. 

However, of far more importance is the return of our school production Sister Act.  Hopefully we can make 

good use of a number of mitigation measures to ensure that the show goes on.  In the meantime, stay well 

and safe.  

 Yours sincerely 

 

P J Hurst 

Headteacher 


