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After an extended period away from the usual school routines due to COVID-19, it is 
great to be back.  New pupils and staff have settled in well and we are pleased to wel-
come them to the Thomas Mills High School community.  

As ever, our pupils and staff have been impressive.  I have had many opportunities to 
talk to pupils and they are articulate, thoughtful, considerate, interested and interesting.  
Parents must be very proud of them, too.  The socialisation role that school plays is vital 
and our pupils relish these opportunities, in addition to working hard on their academic 
learning. 

We continue to be proud of our broad and balanced curriculum and distinctive ethos.  It really is possible to be who 
you want to be within a framework of shared values.  Pupils are keen to get involved and I am sure the opportuni-
ties will widen as the year progresses. 

Pupils and staff have welcomed the many refurbishments to the site and we now have our first Fab Lab!  My thanks 
to everyone involved in the fundraising for this room including a big group of staff who walked the Three Peaks in 
Yorkshire last year. 

This is just one example of where we are much stronger together.  In the academic year ahead, we need to hold on-
to this as we support, encourage and sometimes challenge each other.  I wish you all a very safe and successful 
school year. 

Philip Hurst, Headteacher    

In February, the Department for Education approached Thomas Mills High School to consider applying to join a 

new network of 87 schools, some of the best in the country, which will form the Teaching School Hubs.  In short, 

these new Hubs will connect several partnerships, including other schools, and focus on improving teachers’ 

professional development throughout their careers.  It is likely that we will join this development in some 

capacity and no doubt benefit from many wider opportunities as well as share some of the excellent practice that 

exists here. 
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During lockdown, current Year 10 & 11 Food Preparation & 

Nutrition students were given a challenge to make 

decorated focaccia bread.  They rose to the challenge to 

produce some amazing results. 

The winner of the competition was Lucy Hazlewood, who 

received a copy of Paul Hollywood’s British Baking book.   

Congratulations! 

Claire Willows, Food Department 



They say a picture paints a thousand words, so you don’t need me 
to write about how great the improvements are to the fabric of the 
school which you can see in the before and after photos of N4, the 
boys’ toilets and LR1. 
 

We are really pleased that all the tremendous effort involved in the 
Fab Labs fundraising appeal has at last borne fruit with the stunning refurbishment of N4.  We hope very 
much that this will be a real boost to future fundraising efforts for the next phase of the Science 
department fabric improvements.  

Fab Labs 



The refurbishment of the boys’ toilets is a huge change and proved to 

be a complicated project – finding four incoming water supply pipes 

and no stop cock were just some of many challenges the contractors 

faced. The work almost became an archaeological dig as it revealed 

some of the school building’s history. The girls’ toilet is next on the list 

but will be completed when school life returns to a more normal 

existence.  The main focus at the moment is on keeping everyone safe.  



Changes to LR1 were made possible by a 
donation from the Framlingham Foundation and 
make the room a much more flexible space. 
Having all the keyboards on a master on/off 
switch is a music teacher’s dream! 

Following the redecoration earlier in the 
year, some of the E corridor classrooms will be further improved with the replacement of internal 
windows in E2 and E3. 
We will also be creating some new office space. Look out for Mr Wheeler’s new office where the tuck 
shop currently resides in the Crush Hall. 
 
Mark Mugliston 
Business Manager 



 

A big                  from the Friends of Thomas Mills High School and we hope that the start of the 

new term has been as stress free as possible for all the students, staff and parents. 

We are pleased to say we have over 25 names on our contact list, with over 10 attending meetings, but 

everyone in the school community is welcome to attend. Meetings are normally held in school but are currently 

via Zoom. (Please see joining details under the Parents tab on the Thomas Mills website)  They never normally 

last for longer than an hour and have, on occasion, been held in the pub! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FoTMHS organise fund-raising events, for example our annual Quiz night with Mr Chittock (although, to be 

fair, he and the staff do all the hard work setting the questions!). A casino night was held last year and we have a 

few copies of our Cookery Book still available at £5 if anyone would like one. You will find us providing 

refreshments at events such as our magnificent school productions or at parents’ evenings; in fact, anywhere 

with an excuse to say hello and have a chat.  

The money we have raised  is used to support students and our most 

recent contributions have been towards the Fab Labs Appeal and the 

renovations. As opportunities to fund-raise are slim at the moment, 

please find The Friends of Thomas Mills High School on 

www.smile.amazon.co.uk.  Every penny helps. 

Kathy Carter, FoTMHS Secretary 



It is with great sadness that we have learned recently of the death 
of Mr Michael Brown, who between 1979 and 1985 served as the 
first Head of Thomas Mills High School. 

Martin John Michael Brown, always known as Michael, was a proud 
son of Lancashire.  As a boy, he attended Bury Grammar School 
between 1938 and 1945.   Just like today, to be at school during the 
Second World War was a restricted experience.  But then, as now, 
young people adjusted their expectations and got on with things. 

Michael was an able boy; at the end of the war in 1945 he was old 
enough to proceed to university, and was admitted to read history 
at Emmanuel College, Cambridge.   When in 1948 he left with a 2:1, 
he was, like everyone else in the post-war period, required to do 

National Service and he spent a year as an Education Officer in the RAF.  Deciding to take a Masters degree in 
Theology in 1949, he was admitted to St Peter’s Hall, Oxford on a shortened honours course.  This move would not 
have surprised those who knew him: he was a deeply religious man and throughout his life a dedicated member of 
the Methodist Church, serving it for many years as a Lay Preacher. 

Having gained a Diploma in Education in addition to his two degrees, he was well qualified by 1952 to begin what 
was to be a highly successful career as a school teacher and spent his time in a number of very academic boys’ 
schools.    

Education was changing rapidly during the 1960s with traditional Grammar Schools all over the country being closed 
or amalgamated with local Modern Schools (as the schools which educated the majority of children who were not 
selected for an academic course of study were generally known).   Personally, Michael Brown was strongly in favour 
of this development and decided to change the direction of his career to widen his professional experience and 
applied successfully to become Head of Framlingham Modern School, taking up his post in 1976.   There can be no 
doubt that this was a very significant change for him personally but his real commitment was always to education 
and young people – those whom he often referred to as ‘the customers’.   Framlingham people came to recognise 
his innate decency, his sincerity and his total integrity, while he set about learning what his new school was all 
about.   He was always a quick learner and he adjusted to the school’s ways as he quietly began to adjust it to his 
ideas.   After a visit to the school in 1977, a group of Her Majesty’s Inspectors pronounced it to be “purposeful and 
successful.” 

In 1979 the Modern School was united with Mills Grammar School to become Thomas Mills High School.   Michael 
Brown was appointed as Headteacher – his fourth headship.  Moulding two schools and two staffs into one is an 
incredibly difficult task.  Many people either resented the change or were fearful of what might come from it.   Mr 
Brown had to provide reassurance while at the same time carry through what were inevitably far-reaching long-
term changes.  He viewed the process as building on the foundations of the past, not as the abandonment of old 
standards.  His wide experience in the educational world helped him to understand the concerns that various groups 
were bound to have during such an upheaval and his kindness, patience, good manners, excellent listening skills and 
human understanding helped him to gain people’s trust and respect.   He was truly an old-fashioned gentleman and, 
although he had to make many decisions which various people disliked for different reasons, he never lost the 
respect of his senior colleagues nor of the staff generally.   This was just as well because the new school inherited a 
number of very talented and hardworking teachers at all levels.   Under Michael they quickly bonded together in a 
common determination to make the new school work.   That they succeeded is still apparent in the prolonged and 
continuing success of the school.  As Head, Mr Brown had much to be proud of, not least the goodwill and co-
operative spirit of the students, which never wavered.  He himself deserves more of the credit for the ultimate 
success of Thomas Mills than he ever claimed. 

His retirement in 1985 was well earned but greatly regretted, particularly by the staff.   It was marked by an hilarious 
staff entertainment, which he greatly enjoyed, and by a school service of Holy Communion conducted by the Rector 
of Framlingham, which he thoroughly appreciated.  In the words of his successor Tony Leach he left the School “with 
an enviable reputation, a talented and united staff and enthusiastic and committed pupils.” What better 
professional epitaph could a Headteacher have? He continued living in Cretingham for many years after his 
retirement before later moving to Norfolk, first to Diss and latterly to Attleborough. He and his devoted wife 
Rosemary had four children.  The whole school community will wish to join in sending our sincere condolences to 
the family in their loss. 

John Hibberd MBE, member of the Academy Trust 
Formerly Head of History, Head of Sixth Form and Deputy Headteacher, Thomas Mills High School 



Florrie Hulbert, 13CCo/SPs and Jude Pottruff, 

13DHa volunteered for the NHS during the 

coronavirus pandemic lockdown back in April.  

Twice a week they delivered donations, from 

Easter eggs to water bottles, to acute and 

community hospitals. 

Well done and thank you to you both! 

Did you know?... 

Designed and produced by Karen Thickitt 

Erratum 

In the Summer edition of Outlook it was mistakenly recorded that the winner of the 2020 Music 

Competition, grade VII-VIII category was Richard Stevens.  It was in fact Imogen Johnson.  Apologies to 

Imogen. 

Thomas Mills High School has an excellent track record in supporting successful applications to universities and 2020 
has been no exception. Out of a year group of 118, 94 went on to study at undergraduate level at establishments 
throughout the United Kingdom. Half of these students went to Russell Group Universities studying a huge variety of 
courses from Mechanical Engineering to Fashion Design, Geography and Biomedical Sciences. 

The sixth form also has a strong tradition of sending students to Oxford or Cambridge Universities. This year saw the 
highest number, with 7 students achieving their goal. These students had to go through a rigorous process to secure 
their place which included auditions, aptitude tests, interviews and submitting extra work. Those who took their places 
in October 2020 were: 

Oscar Aubugeau-Williams, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, studying Law 

Sam Bell, Selwyn College, Cambridge, studying Music 

Olivia Bloore, King’s College, Cambridge, studying Music 

Simon Capp, Queens’ College, Cambridge, studying Natural Sciences 

Nicholas Johnson, Brasenose College, Oxford, studying History 

John Webster, Trinity Hall, Cambridge, studying History 

Matilda White, Downing College, Cambridge, studying Theology, Religion and Philosophy of Religion 

Andrew Cann, Assistant Headteacher & Head of Sixth Form 


