
Who is your favourite artist and 
what is your favourite piece of 

art work?



Abstract Expressionist art invites artist and viewer to meet. While the 
artist expresses their emotions and conveys a sense of their presence in 
the work, the viewer’s perception is the final component in the mix. The 
intensity of this encounter can also (and it was) be heightened by the 
way the work is displayed.

I was recently asked who my favourite artist was and found it a difficult 
question to answer. There are so many artists who I could say are my 
favourite and for many different reasons. I chose Mark Rothko because 
in 2016 we took some students to the Abstract Expressionism Exhibition 
at the RA and whilst standing in front of Rothko’s paintings I felt like the 
artist had achieved his aim. His prime concern was to create an art form 
that stood in its own, not a mere reporting of what was seen or thought 
by the artist. He was interested in engaging the viewer in a timeless 
experience through the immediacy of the canvas.



Mark Rothko

Red on Maroon, 1959



Mark Rothko

Mark Rothko (1903-70) was an American painter of Latvian Jewish 
descent. He did not personally subscribe to any art movement, but he 
is generally identified as an abstract expressionist.

He wrote; “A painting lives by companionship, expanding and 
quickening in the eyes of the sensitive observer.”



Favourite artworks
The following slides are some of our favourite artworks and they are all very different works by very different artists.

Task1:

I want you to select some of your favourite pieces 6 ,of work that you have come across in your research and think about why you are drawn to them as this may help 
you with thinking about what your theme will be and may help you select artists/art movements that you feel passionate about. You will use these in your A Level 
course this year.

2: You may chose to present your 6 images by copying them in a sketchbook and then photograph your work and put them on a Power-point with your name and send 
the to the Art Department. ( nsholl@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk )

3. Firstly, look at these articles and programmes about artists and themes. These will give you insight and widen your artistic knowledge and vocabulary.

The BBC have published an article about several artists working during lockdown including Banksy, David Hockney and Anthony Gormley. It includes links, in dark type, 
which you can click on to see more.

Howard Hodgkin , David Hockney, Anish Kapoor all on BBC IPLAYER

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52296886 - How Artists are Depicting Lockdown.

‘Imagine’ on the BBC iplayer have an interesting programme about the artists Howard Hodgkin

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007cgs2 -

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bng10n/imagine-2018-hockney-the-queen-and-the-royal-peculiar

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00p00f2/imagine-winter-2009-1-the-year-of-anish-kapoor

mailto:nsholl@thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52296886
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b007cgs2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bng10n/imagine-2018-hockney-the-queen-and-the-royal-peculiar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00p00f2/imagine-winter-2009-1-the-year-of-anish-kapoor


Click to add text

James Turrell, Deer Shelter Skyspace,



PETER LANYON



Cornelia Parker
Cold Dark Matter: An Exploded View

1991



Leonardo da Vinci
The Virgin of the Rocks    1483-1486



Antonio Canova
Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss  1787



Peter Doig

White Canoe 1990-91



PIETÀ BY MICHELANGELO 1498-99



Mark Tobey

Edge of August  1953



• Pablo Picasso

• Weeping Woman 1937
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