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This year Thomas Mills High School celebrates its fortieth anniversary. ver the years, thousands 
of students have passed through the school and achieved success in a wide range of fields. e 
hear of many stories through the Thomas Mills Alumni Association which continues to grow.  
Ed Sheeran s story is more well known. Towards the end of the summer, most of the school 
community were able to enjoy the final performance of Ed s record-breaking world-wide tour, 
thanks to his generosity in providing free tickets to pupils and staff. This was an amazingly kind 
gesture which brought our school community together. Ed s success is an inspiration to us all and 
demonstrates what great things can happen when hardwork, determination and talent are 
combined.  
Sadly, not all of the school s alumni have been able to fulfil their potential. Michael Sims was one of the school s first 
pupils and he was a very distinguished Head Boy from 1981 to 1982 when he le  to study Medicine at niversity 
College, London. He was tragically killed in 1985, which led to the setting up of the Michael Sims Memorial Fund, a 
registered charity attached to the school. Amongst other aims, grants have helped students and former students (under 
the age of 25) to undertake foreign travel for educational purposes as well as those who become medical students. An 
appreciation of Michael s life is on the school website and his involvement in the wider life of the school, as well as good 
academic study, are traits which we still encourage in our current pupils.  
Some of the school s alumni are now parents and some have returned as teachers  I genuinely believe that the school 
supports pupils in discovering their talents whilst receiving a broad education. As always, their achievements, whether 
measured in terms of examination results or just their involvement in a range of opportunities, continue to be 
impressive. It s a privilege to work with them. I wish everyone associated with the school a great year as we 
commemorate this special anniversary.                                                                                             
Philip Hurst, Headteacher 
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Did you know?....Did you know?.... 
In Year 11 French we use This 
is Language  which is an online 
tool that helps pupils with 
their vocabulary, grammar and 
listening skills. The website 
uses a points system and the 
pupils compete against each 
other. There are 200,000 users 
across 950 schools and for one 
week in September, Isabella 
Brinton (11AGr), Kate Simpson 
(11KEd) and Maddy Langdon-
Morris  (11RTh) came first, 
second and third respectively 
internationally. hat an 
incredible achievement  e 
are really proud of you, girls   

Battle of the BooksBattle of the Books 
e had a fantastic morning on Thursday 4th July 

hosting our annual Battle of the Books competition 
against Farlingaye High School. This year we pitched Lisa 
Thompson s The Goldfish Boy against Jaco Jacob s A 
Good Day for Climbing Trees. The morning consisted of 
various debates as we battled it out to discover which 
book had the best plot, protagonist and language. This 
year s winner was Thompson s The Goldfish Boy — a 
great time was had by all and we even had a surprise tweet from Lisa Thompson herself 
during the event                                                                                        Beth Vale, Librarian 

July was a busy month in the Library as we also ran our first 
Comic Con Event, led by Mr Chandler, Miss ale and a 
talented team of Sixth Formers. The event was a roaring 
success as pupils had the opportunity to buy comic books, 
take part in a Cosplay Competition and experience various 
Sixth Form led stalls. e raised a whopping 246 from the 
event to put towards a new graphic novel section in the 
Library. A big thank you to all involved and a special shout 
out to our fantastic Cosplay judges, our Cosplay 
competitors, our wonderful Sixth Form volunteers and 
Central City Comics in Ipswich for supplying our comic books                     Beth Vale, Librarian 

Comic Conon 
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News from the Mathematics and Computer Science DepartmentNews from the Mathematics and Computer Science Department 
         

Pupils at Thomas Mills High School have excelled themselves in achieving 3 gold, 8 silver and 4 bronze certificates 
in the 2019 UKMT Junior Maths Challenge for Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. Over 270,000 pupils from across the UK sat 
the Junior Maths Challenge with roughly the top 6% receiving a gold certificate, the next 13% a silver and the next 
21% bronze. Approximately 8,400 of the top pupils were invited to sit a follow-on competition, the Kangaroo 
Challenge. 
Jamie Bennett (Year 8), Dylan Rowlands (Year 7) and Acer Smith (Year 7) all received gold certificates. Dylan 
Rowlands qualified for the Kangaroo Challenge and finished in the top 1% nationally, receiving a merit certificate. 
This is a fantastic achievement, especially since Dylan was competing with students in Year 8. 
Arabel Liddell, Maths Department 
 

            
Several teams of pupils competed in the BT Robocup Line Tracking Finals in June 
2019. The event draws schools from across the eastern region to undertake 
computer programming and problem-solving tasks. Each team had a robot which 
needed to be programmed to navigate its way around a series of tracks of varying 

complexity. The Thomas Mills High School teams 
scooped first place in a number of tracks and 
comfortably won the overall pursuit contest. 
Thomas Smyth and Rory Bell, now in Year 10, 
achieved first place in the Spiral Track. 
The team, consisting of Phoebe-Mae Coppens-
Browne, Hattie Chew and Katie Phillips won their 
races in three tracks and the overall pursuit contest. 
A special mention goes to Charlie Hannan, who helped many of the teams with 
their computer programming and supplied the code that won the final race.                                                    
John Bayle, Computer Science Department 
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Thomas Mills High School hosted three Enrichment Days in the summer term for 
Year 5 pupils from local primary schools who attended a day of subject workshops, 
in which they followed a whole host of fictional characters through a classic story of 
good versus evil in a spoof of the Harry Potter franchise “Magical Monsters and 
Where They Hide – A Gary Trotter Story.”  
Nearly five hundred pupils from 28 different schools attended the days, which 

required pupils to rotate through two 
different activity blocks covering the different 
subjects of Art, DT, English, Music, ICT, PE and Science, before being treated to a 
dramatic finale to the story line, acted out by Thomas Mills High School pupils. All 
the primary pupils rose impressively to the challenges the day bought and really 
engaged with the opportunity to work alongside Thomas Mills High School pupils 
and staff.  
Pupils, parents and teachers alike all had a really enjoyable time and we hope to 
see some familiar faces returning to Thomas Mills High School for future events. 
Many thanks to all of the staff and pupils who helped with the Enrichment Days.                                              
Jo Crisp, Enrichment Co-ordinator 
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In June, all of the Year 7 pupils got the 
exciting opportunity to take part in 
Multicultural Day. First, we got to learn how 
to play African drums. e made lots of noise 
but also found out about African culture. The 
second session of the day was learning how 
to dance Bollywood style  and learning 
about how stories are told through this. The 

last activity was very different  we got to explore the Labyrinth. This was done in silence and gave us lots of time to 
think. I really enjoyed getting to spend the day learning about these different activities from around the world.                                              
Leila Ferguson, 8RHo 

Creative Writing Trip to UEA’s FLY Festivalvaaall 
n Thursday 20th June, Miss ale and Miss Broadbent joined library and 

creative writing club forces to take 30 gi ed writers on a trip to the EA 
FLY festival. It was a brilliantly inspiring day with some great author talks 
by Piers Torday, S. F. Said, Emma Carroll, et al. In the a ernoon the pupils 
were divided into small groups and took part in a range of different 
workshops led by a variety of published authors, each of which was 
designed to inspire and guide the students  own writing. Read on for 
some individual accounts of the day  

e took part in a creative writing workshop, listened to authors discuss 
their writing careers and had a talk given by the author Piers Torday.  I 
really enjoyed my day and I was especially interested by Piers Torday and 
his books. His work is very relevant to our major problem of climate 
change and global warming. I bought his first book from the series, The Last Wild, and I am glad that he has decided to 
educate children about what lies ahead in our future if we do not make changes now.                                                                                                                              
Flora Seeley, 8AHo 

At first, our teacher taught us about Dada art which is a collage form of art that has been used for protests in the past. 
The point of this exercise was to teach us that we could take any form of art and make it our own. Next we were given 
different pages from a range of different books and novels. The page I was given was from A Monster Calls by Patrick 
Ness. e were instructed to cut out a random paragraph from that page, cut up each word individually and them put 
them in a bag. Next we pulled out each word at random from the bag and put it onto a piece of paper which formed a 
poem   Finally, with a new page of a book, we made blackout poetry, which is when you select words from a text and 
underline them. ith the rest of the sheet it can be coloured in black or designs can be drawn. verall, it was a fun 
and informative workshop and I really enjoyed it.                                                                                                                                                           
Sophie Bilton, 10RTh 

I joined the workshop lead by S. F. Said  it was thoroughly enjoyable and hugely inspiring. The focus of the session was 
on the process of book writing, from start to finish. e learnt the importance of dra s and more dra s and, 
ultimately, perseverance. Said has had to face almost 90 rejections from publishers but, as he says, if you write 
something you want to read, eventually someone else will want to read it too. So never give up  just keep writing  
                                                                                                                                                Esme Broadbent, English Department 
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their writing careers and had a talk given by the author Piers Torday.  I 
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Students meeting Piers Torday 
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With Christmas fast approaching its worth 
taking a moment to think of the potential 
hazards facing our beloved pets.
DANGEROUS FOODS
Chocolate  
Chocolate is one of the most common 
poisons around this time of year. Chocolate 
contains theobromine and as well as being 
toxic to dogs it is also toxic to cats, rabbits 
and rodents. The levels of theobromine 
varies considerably depending on the type of 
chocolate i.e. milk or dark. 
The symptoms of chocolate poisoning 
include: vomiting, diarrhoea and hyperactivity. 
Grapes, Raisins, Currants and Sultanas 
Grapes, raisins, sultanas and currants can 
cause kidney failure in dogs. The quantity 
needed to cause a problem varies greatly 
between individuals – some dogs can eat 
large quantities without any ill-effects while 
others develop kidney failure after only eating 
a few. 
There have been cases of cats developing 
kidney failure after eating raisins, so they too 
may be susceptible.
It is important to remember Christmas cake, 
Christmas pudding, and mince pies all contain 
raisins, currants and sultanas.

Nuts 
Nuts are a common treat around Christmas 
time, but peanuts and macadamia nuts 
can cause gastrointestinal upset in some 
pets. Other symptoms include twitching, 
weakness, muscle spasm, agitation, 
depression and fever.
Onions, Garlic, Leeks and Shallots 
These can cause toxicity even when 
cooked. Symptoms include gastrointestinal 
upset and anaemia. Foods to avoid include 
onion gravy, stuffing and nut roasts.
Leftovers/scraps 
Whilst these may not be poisonous they may 
cause digestive upset and result in vomiting 
and or diarrhoea. Bones if eaten can splinter 
and may cause an obstruction requiring 
surgery to remove, so are best avoided! 
Overindulging could lead to potentially fatal 
bloat, so give treats sparingly.

POISONOUS PLANTS
In cats and dogs Holly and Ivy cause relatively 
mild symptoms, such as drooling, retching 
and sometimes vomiting. In rabbits however 
Ivy can cause muscle twitching, paralysis, 
convulsions and death.
Mistletoe, another Christmas favourite can 
cause retching, vomiting and salivation if eaten. 

Poinsettia is toxic to cats and causes gastric 
irritation.
Christmas trees are considered low toxicity 
and if eaten may cause mild gastrointestinal 
upset. However eating fallen needles could 
cause irritation or an obstruction.
If your pet eats any of the items discussed 
above you should seek veterinary advice 
immediately.

Top tips for avoiding a trip to the vets this 
Christmas:
• Don’t hang chocolates on the Christmas  
  tree or where your pets can reach them.

• Don’t feed leftover bones to your pets.

• Don’t leave edible presents under the tree!

Christmas Hazards

To find out more visit our website
www.ryder-daviesvets.co.uk or call us on

Ipswich 01473 274040 Woodbridge 01394 380083
Rendlesham 01394 420964 Felixstowe 01394 284554 

Independent Practice since 1973

Ryder-Davies  
& Partners

Veterinary Surgeons

Caring for your pets 
for over 40 years

Experienced team of  
caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available  
for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.

24 hour care provided by our own 
vets & nurses
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really enjoyed my day and I was especially interested by Piers Torday and 
his books. His work is very relevant to our major problem of climate 
change and global warming. I bought his first book from the series, The Last Wild, and I am glad that he has decided to 
educate children about what lies ahead in our future if we do not make changes now.                                                                                                                              
Flora Seeley, 8AHo 

At first, our teacher taught us about Dada art which is a collage form of art that has been used for protests in the past. 
The point of this exercise was to teach us that we could take any form of art and make it our own. Next we were given 
different pages from a range of different books and novels. The page I was given was from A Monster Calls by Patrick 
Ness. e were instructed to cut out a random paragraph from that page, cut up each word individually and them put 
them in a bag. Next we pulled out each word at random from the bag and put it onto a piece of paper which formed a 
poem   Finally, with a new page of a book, we made blackout poetry, which is when you select words from a text and 
underline them. ith the rest of the sheet it can be coloured in black or designs can be drawn. verall, it was a fun 
and informative workshop and I really enjoyed it.                                                                                                                                                           
Sophie Bilton, 10RTh 

I joined the workshop lead by S. F. Said  it was thoroughly enjoyable and hugely inspiring. The focus of the session was 
on the process of book writing, from start to finish. e learnt the importance of dra s and more dra s and, 
ultimately, perseverance. Said has had to face almost 90 rejections from publishers but, as he says, if you write 
something you want to read, eventually someone else will want to read it too. So never give up  just keep writing  
                                                                                                                                                Esme Broadbent, English Department 

Students meeting Piers Torday 
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The Holland trip was fantastic. All of the 
activities were great fun, as was staying in a 
hotel  The evening activities were a bonus 
too, especially the trampoline park  The 
most exciting day for me was when we 
went to the water park as there were lots 
of slides and pools to go in. The theme 
parks were great too  even if you are like 
me and you do not like the massive rides  
There were still lots of smaller, more 
relaxing rides to go on. Corpus, the human 
body museum, was amazing. You got to see 
in lots of detail all of the way through the 
human body. e walked through the 
digestive system, looked through the eyes 
and even visited the brain   

n one of the evenings we visited the 
Atlantic all Museum. You really got the 
feeling here of what it was like to be in the 
tunnels and live in the defences. You could 
see how hard and claustrophobic it must 
have been for the soldiers living there. The 
ferry journey was great too as it gave us 
time to stretch our legs during the 12 hour 
coach trip. This was made fun by chatting 
and eating lots of sweets  verall this trip 
was amazing and a great time for bonding 
and making new friends. I highly 
recommend it                                              
Eva Mawson, Year 8 

In June, some of our GCSE and A level 
historians joined the students of 
Framlingham College to hear the first-
hand testimony of Holocaust survivor, 
Mrs Janine ebber. Born in Lvov in 

1932 she was seven years old when the Nazis invaded Poland. During 
raids Janine hid with her mother and brother in a hole under a wardrobe. 
There was not room for all the family  her grandmother was pushed 
down the stairs by an SS soldier and her father was shot by the Gestapo 
a er trying to escape by jumping from their at window.  Janine s last 
memory of her mother was lying in a narrow bed, covered with sores 
unable to speak or move as a result of typhus. nable to bear it, Janine 
ran out of the cellar and never saw her mother, who died shortly 
a erwards, again. rphaned from the age of nine, Janine and her brother 
were hidden by Polish farmers until betrayed by the family s oldest 
daughter. Janine s brother was taken away and killed by the SS. He was 
seven years old. For the rest of the war, Janine went from refuge to 
refuge, her encounters during this time demonstrating the very worst 
and best of human behaviour.  At the end of her talk, Janine fielded an 
impressive range of though ul questions which she answered with 
honesty, clarity and even humour. Janine goes to great lengths to ensure 
that stories like hers are not forgotten and her overall message was one 
of tolerance. This remarkable lady s extraordinary tale of survival and 
resilience told with such dignity and compassion was an inspiration to us 
all.  In a card we sent a er the visit, one student wrote Thank you for 
sharing your experiences with us, you are a truly amazing and brave 
woman  Another wrote It was hard enough to listen to. I can t imagine 

how di cult it was to talk about 
since these people are your own 
family  and I hope people listen 
to your message and that such 
atrocities never happen again  
Those of us privileged enough to 
hear Janine will never forget the 
experience.                  
Judy Moore, History Department 

HISTORY  
NEWS 
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Thomas Mills’ Expedition 2019 to Madagascar            A diary entry by Josh Peat, UVI 

Day 13: (Unlucky for Some) – Day 2 on Trek 
 
A 5am start was made slightly easier by my sudden need for the toilet. The day had begun well. Tent packing 
was rushed and the ‘Lads on Tour’ were late, again! Ted had fallen ill and Tom was looking rather peaky: not 
ideal for the longest day of the trek. 
We eventually set off. Chris gave Rollo and me an Imodium to try and get us through the day. The sun had 
risen, but hung low in the sky, backlighting the cliffs we would later ascend. Johnny (our guide) lead the way 
back to the King’s Shower waterfall so that we could fill our water bottles. We then doubled back and headed 
for the mountain pass.  
Although hot and rather steep, I really rather enjoyed Johnny’s faster pace; lots of the others however 
didn’t appreciate the hike at speed. Tom was now looking really very grey and, 2km into the 14km trek, he 
projectile vomited up his breakfast. 
Incredibly, Tom didn’t turn back. All of us stood agog as he continued the climb, still pale and weak. His grit 
was truly inspiring so I, with my bunged-up stomach, was determined more than ever to reach camp.  
As we climbed, the views kept getting bigger, better, more breath-taking, even though at each stop I was 
sure that the view couldn’t improve. 
Eventually we reached the much-anticipated viewing platform. No words, pictures or videos can ever do it 
justice. I simply sat, slightly precariously I admit, but the enormity of it was better judged when perched on 
the edge. 
From here, the descent. I found this more punishing on the knees, but the views, and sheer drops, were awe 
inspiring. Eliza and I fantasized about foods: I craved for a large, milky bowl of Cheerios, and Eliza dreamt of 
some peppery, slightly greasy crackling. 
We all managed to reach the bottom and so, from here, it really was an uphill struggle. As Tom soldiered on, I 
sprung up the steps to catch up with Johnny and the lead pack. Finally, lunch arrived. I stuffed myself with 3 
baguettes, a juicy tomato and some weird biscuits. Tom rested and Molly collected almost everyone’s bananas 
which, to my surprise, she slowly worked her way through. 
I did find the next 2km hard as digesting lunch was difficult, but after Tom’s second episode, I left the 
slower group behind and caught up with the majority of the team who were about 300m ahead.  
The ever-changing landscape morphed itself into Grecian olive groves. As we continued the final ascent, I 
stopped to admire the view. As I panned round, Arizona turned into Greece, turned into a Japanese milky 
sunset sky, turned into Rio’s lush green mountains, turned into Dunwich heathland. It was truly magical and 
emphasised how diverse this island is. 
Miss Miller and I knew that it was the fourth largest island, but the third remained elusive. (I can proudly 
state on my return that the order is, (excluding Australia which is now counted as a continent), Greenland, 
New Guinea, Borneo, Madagascar). 
About 1.5km later, our campsite emerged from the trees: truly amazing sights were before us. We couldn’t 
wait for our first magical African sunset.  
Once the others had made it and settled down and, to my amazement, Tom was among them, we gathered on 
a craggy rock overlooking the vacuous, luscious canyon. The brilliance of colour silhouetted the mountains into 
shadows of their former, daytime selves. It was a truly captivating and relaxing experience. Georgia poetically 
noted that at that moment, ‘the sun shall rise and bring day to new lives somewhere else in the world’ and 
this seemingly made us feel closer to home as we all watch the same sun, wherever we are on planet earth.  
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Thomas Mills’ Expedition 2019 to Madagascar            A diary entry by Josh Peat, UVI 

Day 13: (Unlucky for Some) – Day 2 on Trek 
 
A 5am start was made slightly easier by my sudden need for the toilet. The day had begun well. Tent packing 
was rushed and the ‘Lads on Tour’ were late, again! Ted had fallen ill and Tom was looking rather peaky: not 
ideal for the longest day of the trek. 
We eventually set off. Chris gave Rollo and me an Imodium to try and get us through the day. The sun had 
risen, but hung low in the sky, backlighting the cliffs we would later ascend. Johnny (our guide) lead the way 
back to the King’s Shower waterfall so that we could fill our water bottles. We then doubled back and headed 
for the mountain pass.  
Although hot and rather steep, I really rather enjoyed Johnny’s faster pace; lots of the others however 
didn’t appreciate the hike at speed. Tom was now looking really very grey and, 2km into the 14km trek, he 
projectile vomited up his breakfast. 
Incredibly, Tom didn’t turn back. All of us stood agog as he continued the climb, still pale and weak. His grit 
was truly inspiring so I, with my bunged-up stomach, was determined more than ever to reach camp.  
As we climbed, the views kept getting bigger, better, more breath-taking, even though at each stop I was 
sure that the view couldn’t improve. 
Eventually we reached the much-anticipated viewing platform. No words, pictures or videos can ever do it 
justice. I simply sat, slightly precariously I admit, but the enormity of it was better judged when perched on 
the edge. 
From here, the descent. I found this more punishing on the knees, but the views, and sheer drops, were awe 
inspiring. Eliza and I fantasized about foods: I craved for a large, milky bowl of Cheerios, and Eliza dreamt of 
some peppery, slightly greasy crackling. 
We all managed to reach the bottom and so, from here, it really was an uphill struggle. As Tom soldiered on, I 
sprung up the steps to catch up with Johnny and the lead pack. Finally, lunch arrived. I stuffed myself with 3 
baguettes, a juicy tomato and some weird biscuits. Tom rested and Molly collected almost everyone’s bananas 
which, to my surprise, she slowly worked her way through. 
I did find the next 2km hard as digesting lunch was difficult, but after Tom’s second episode, I left the 
slower group behind and caught up with the majority of the team who were about 300m ahead.  
The ever-changing landscape morphed itself into Grecian olive groves. As we continued the final ascent, I 
stopped to admire the view. As I panned round, Arizona turned into Greece, turned into a Japanese milky 
sunset sky, turned into Rio’s lush green mountains, turned into Dunwich heathland. It was truly magical and 
emphasised how diverse this island is. 
Miss Miller and I knew that it was the fourth largest island, but the third remained elusive. (I can proudly 
state on my return that the order is, (excluding Australia which is now counted as a continent), Greenland, 
New Guinea, Borneo, Madagascar). 
About 1.5km later, our campsite emerged from the trees: truly amazing sights were before us. We couldn’t 
wait for our first magical African sunset.  
Once the others had made it and settled down and, to my amazement, Tom was among them, we gathered on 
a craggy rock overlooking the vacuous, luscious canyon. The brilliance of colour silhouetted the mountains into 
shadows of their former, daytime selves. It was a truly captivating and relaxing experience. Georgia poetically 
noted that at that moment, ‘the sun shall rise and bring day to new lives somewhere else in the world’ and 
this seemingly made us feel closer to home as we all watch the same sun, wherever we are on planet earth.  
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A er their last Physics exam on Friday 14th June, the class of 2019 
finished their 5 years at Thomas Mills High School in style at their Prom 
at Trinity Park. It was a lovely sunny evening which meant some super 
photos could be taken of the 140 Year 11 pupils and 12 members of 
staff who accompanied them. Everyone looked amazing. 
Many of the pupils travelled on the big red bus  organised by Jess 
Sprules, whilst others arrived in all manner of other vehicles such as 
limousines, sports cars, a party bus and even a tractor  hilst at Trinity 
Park, the Prommers enjoyed a 2-course meal, the sweet table (sourced 
expertly by ac Brady), photobooth and then danced the night away, 
led in style and enthusiasm by Mr Harvey. 
The Year 11s were as deligh ul, and good company at their prom as 
they were as a year group in school. They should be proud of their 
performance in their GCSEs, and their Prom was testament to all their 
hard work and dedication to their studies.   
Kathryn Oldman, Head of Year 11 
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n 18th July 2019, a group of the then Year 10s headed off to London for an amazing day 
at the Hindu Mandir and St Paul s Cathedral. The two groups of GCSE RS students arrived 
early on the Thursday morning buzzing with excitement and anticipation about the day. 
Everyone was required to wear full-length trousers as part of the Mandir tradition so 
many of us girls were dressed slightly differently, much to our amusement.  

e arrived in London mid-morning and were all staring out of our coach windows, gazing 
at the dramatic differences between Framlingham and the great bustling city that is 
London. Suddenly, out of nowhere, the striking Mandir appeared. Its stunning carved 
marble walls contrasted hugely with the concrete jungle and made it look all the more 

impressive. It really said something about devotion in the Hindu religion – one of the many things I learnt that day. e 
wandered through security, removed our shoes and were taught about the history of the Mandir before being shown 
around the incredible marble dome and witnessing an Arti ceremony, which was very traditional. e all felt a strong 
sense of how important religion is to the Hindu community and how much they value their Mandir.  
A er eating lunch on the bus, we ventured across London to the Cathedral, with its iconic dome (which we would 
soon be at the top of) and arrived early a ernoon. e entered the building from the lower levels and had the 
privilege of meeting and questioning one of the priests who worked there. I think I can speak for all of us when I say 
that he was a very welcoming priest and we all found his session both enlightening as well as fascinating. e were 
then given a tour of the ground oor of the Cathedral and completed a worksheet on various aspects of the building 
and its history, which is fascinating by the way. The symbolism in the building was so interesting to learn about and 
the actual building, from the perspective of someone who is interested in architecture, was breath taking  The sheer 
size and magnificence of it was clearly noticeable but upon closer inspection, the way that the Cathedral incorporates 
its rich history with modern artwork and elements really stood out to me.  
The highlight for all of us (besides the service station on the way 
home) was the experience of venturing up to the top of the dome 
of St Paul s. A er climbing 528 steps, we were able to admire the 
city scape in the sunlight. hat a view   
A er a quick run around the crypt and museum downstairs, as well 
as the gi  shop, the groups returned to the coach and journeyed all 
the way back to Framlingham, returning for early evening. verall, 
we had a thoroughly enjoyable day and were able to increase our 
knowledge of Hinduism and Christianity in so many ways. This is a 
trip that every GCSE RS student should look forward to                                                                                                             
Alice Bates, 11RTh 
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GCSE Results 
e are very proud of the pupils who sat their GCSEs this year  their hard work and ambition, supported by their 

dedicated teachers, reaped rewards. 
Pupils achieved fantastic results with nearly 80% of pupils achieving a grade 4 or higher in both English and Maths and 
a quarter of all subject grades were at grade 7 or higher. The pupils  attainment was one of the highest in Suffolk and 
pupils made excellent progress whatever their ability. 
Most of the year group have stayed at Thomas Mills High School to study in the sixth form and we are sure that with 
the same determination in the coming years and with the support of their teachers, they will be as successful in their 
post-16 studies.                                                  a he  ard, ssistant eadtea her, C rri l m  ssessment 
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It s been an exciting year for the Duke of Edinburgh s Award here at Thomas Mills High 
School. e became a Directly Licenced Centre in February and attended a celebration event 
in Ipswich to collect our certificate and plaque which is now located in the main entrance of 
the school. Being a Directly Licenced Centre has led to the staff completing further outdoor 
leader qualifications and Mrs Middleton, Miss Miller and Mr Carless have completed the 
Countryside Leader Award. 

e are pleased to welcome Miss Riley, Mr Brown and Mr Anthony to the Bronze team 
running a er-school sessions for 90 Year 10s to prepare them for their expeditions in May 
and June. 

ur biggest Gold cohort yet of 17 took to the mountains of Snowdonia in July to undertake 
their practice expedition and earlier this month we opened the application process for the 
Gold Award to Year 12. 

n the first weekend in ctober, Mrs 
Middleton and Miss Crisp led the 
Silver cohort to the Chilterns where 
they once more battled through the 
elements to complete their practice 
expedition. This cohort have walked 
in hailstorms, heatwaves and now 
downpours and still come back 
smiling. 
Jo Middleton, Duke of Edinburgh s 
Award Coordinator 

2019 update: Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at Thomas Mills High School 

n the first weekend in ctober, Mrs 
Middleton and Miss Crisp led the 
Silver cohort to the Chilterns where 
they once more battled through the 
elements to complete their practice 
expedition. This cohort have walked 
in hailstorms, heatwaves and now 
downpours and still come back 
smiling.
Jo Middleton, Duke of Edinburgh
Award Coordinator

HRH The Duke of Kent visited the school in October 
2004 to mark the Silver Jubilee of Thomas Mills 
High School. He is pictured talking to A Level 
student Katie Fisher and Mrs Sholl. 

From the From the  

Archives….Archives….Archives…. 

From le  to right  Lisa Appleton—Social Sciences  Kyran Edmunds—PE  Holly Barfoot—English  Helen Deacon—RS  
Catherine gilvie—Maths  Isobelle Colver—History  Stephen Cutting— Computer Science  Rosemary oodruff—

Computer Science  Melanie Barker-Reid—English  

New New  

StaffStaff 
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IP13 7JT 
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delightful riverside gardens. 

A great place to eat, drink, relax 
and stay.  Offering superbly 
conditioned real ales, quality 
locally sourced, home-made 

food, 4 star accommodation and 
traditional warmth and 

hospitality. 

Sixth form student Jan Ashwell, who is a member of the band Salvador, 
experienced playing in front of 45,000 people on the penultimate night of Ed 
Sheeran s two year long Divide  tour. The band were asked by BBC Introducing 
Suffolk to play on the Sunday night where Ed also played with Lewis Capaldi 
and The Darkness.  
It was a shock to us all to have been given such a surreal opportunity. It is easy 

to forget, coming from the same school, that Ed Sheeran is one of the most well
-known musicians in the world and to have played on his record-breaking tour 
felt like a dream. e are thrilled with the achievements that our first EP has 
given us and we re psyched to get back into the studio to record new music.  
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Over the last few weeks, the school has been applying for a 
World Class Schools Quality Mark. Having this would be a huge 

honour and would show how brilliant the teachers, staff and students here are  The application process has been led by 
pupils and students from across the entire age range of the school, and has involved collecting evidence, filling in forms 
and even creating a video to promote the school.  Almost every department chipped in to help show the wide range of 
opportunities the school provides and it was fun to learn about the clubs and events that happen across the school, some 
of which I didn t even realise existed. 
The whole process has been incredibly rewarding, especially learning about all the work that goes on behind the scenes 
of the school and realising the amazing effort the staff put in to give the pupils and students all the opportunities that we 
have. Making the video, in particular, was brilliant. Students and teachers alike were incredibly passionate about their 
time at the school, and it really highlighted the inclusive, community-centred atmosphere we have here. It was very 
stressful getting the final edit together (the huge amount of footage and a 12 30am email of the finished product showed 
that ), but was extremely satisfying. e were all very happy with the result and thought it gave a perfect representation 
of the school - hopefully the judges will think the same  The video is currently on the school website, if you would like to 
see it. 
Bea, Jade and Tom are representing the school at the assessment centre. They have been challenged to design a modern, 
eco-friendly classroom and are competing with and against multiple schools from around the country. They ve all been 
assigned different roles and will be assessed on how well they work together, as well as on the final design. There s been 
a huge amount of research put in already, and we wish them the best of luck because if we re successful at the end, we 
get to go to Cambridge for the final awards ceremony. It would be disappointing to not get the mark, given the hard work 
we ve put it, but the process itself has been so rewarding, I d like to think we d all be happy with our efforts anyway  

verall, it has been great to see how everyone has come together for what should be a fantastic end goal. The work from 
the whole team has been brilliant and it s di cult to emphasise how hard they ve all worked, jumping over the many 
hurdles that came our way. All we can do now is hope for the best                            Sam Bell, UVI, Student Ambassador 
 
The school is immensely grateful for all of the hard work of the Student Ambassadors. The team of Sam Bell, Bea Trott, 
Jade Bishop, Tom Alexander and Phoenix Emmerson-Lovecra  has worked tirelessly, under a huge amount of pressure 
over the past few weeks and is an absolute credit to the school and themselves - Thomas Mills super stars  

Over the last few weeks, the school has been applying for a 
World Class Schools Quality Mark. Having this would be a huge 

Did you know?... Writers Sophie 

Anderson and William Osborne kindly donated 
signed copies of their books (and merchandise) to 

our Year 8 book club this term.  

Did you know?... Rachel Caine sent us a box full of 
new books a er we won her yearly Show Me Your List  

competition on Twitter. They ll be available on the shelves 
soon and include titles such as Sarah Crossan s To ee   
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10Mbps broadband
service to your home.

No phone line required.
In Framlingham and

surrounding villages inc.
Dennington, Laxfield.

www.frambroadband.com

D.C Patrick
Newsagents

4 Market Hill
Framlington

01728 724414
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For the second consecutive year, the 
sun shone brightly on Sports Day 2019. 
Participants and spectators enjoyed 
the summer conditions which helped 

all events to run as planned. 
Congratulations go yet again to Hitcham who won the ales 
Cup and to all the winners of the individual trophies, along 
with the six pupils who broke school records this year (see 
below). 
The day ran smoothly due to all members of staff who 
showed great teamwork and the PE department would like to 
extend their thanks to everyone for their hard work on 
the day. 

ur guest of honour this year was John Jennings, 
former Head of Sixth Form, who gave an inspiring 
speech about the spirit of sports day and making the 
most of the great opportunities available at Thomas 
Mills High School.  
Mark Harding, Head of PE Department 

extend their thanks to everyone for their hard work on 

ur guest of honour this year was John Jennings, 
former Head of Sixth Form, who gave an inspiring 
speech about the spirit of sports day and making the 
most of the great opportunities available at Thomas 

Trophy Awarded To Winner House 
ea reson Cup Year 7 Boy Champion Callum Covey 7CLa Fitzroy 

Lanchester Plate Year 7 Girl Champion Charlotte McEwen 7BPu Pembroke 
Martin Smith Cup Junior Boy Champion Kurt Free 9JCp Brotherton 
anet horin ton Cup Junior Girl Champion Matilda Salter 9J i Pembroke 

Sa ton Cup 
ictor udorum  

Senior Boy Champion Tomas Earl 12SPe Fitzroy 

r er Cup 
ictri  udorum  

Senior Girl Champion Ellen Pope 10ACr Pembroke 

i iams Cup  pen Mile Boy Champion Charlie Peacher 10RTh Mowbray 
Cransford Cup  pen Mile Girl Champion Fliss Kindred 10JBa Arundel 
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A wide range of quality clothing, 
boots and accessories by

ORE TRADING ESTATE • FRAMLINGHAM • SUFFOLK IP13 9LL
Tel: 01728 724 776  www.trulockandharris.com

WELL-STOCKED GUN ROOM, CARTRIDGES, ACCESSORIES & MORE

MUSTO, AIGLE,
CHRYSALIS, 
BARBOUR SPORTING, 
LE CHAMEAU, SEELAND

PAMPEANO BELTS IN STOCK

Designed and Produced by Karen Thickitt Printed by The Flying Press Ltd. Tel: 01993 701061

Come and visit our showroom in Snape
CGL Design Ltd, Unit C, Brick Kiln Park, 

Church Road, Snape, IP17 1QG
Tel: 01728 688787

Email - chris@cgldesign.co.uk
www.cgldesign.co.uk

  
-   
-  

-  
 

-  

 

  

 

Small country pub, big heart for food 
 

FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE

TEL: 01728 648 678 

Email: holmes.glazing@yahoo.co.uk 

Web: www.holmesglazing.co.uk 
• UPVC, Timber & Aluminium Windows & Doors 

• Conservatories and Porches 

• Double Glazed Units & Specialist Glazing 

• Glass Cut to Size, Mirrors & Coloured Splashbacks 

• Hardie Plank Cladding in 26 different Colours 

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering                                                                                               

• Repairs and Maintenance  

• Fly Screens 

HOLMES 
GLAZING 

01728 648 678
holmes.glazing@yahoo.co.uk

www.holmesglazing.co.uk

TEL: 01728 648 678 

Email: holmes.glazing@yahoo.co.uk 

Web: www.holmesglazing.co.uk 
• UPVC, Timber & Aluminium Windows & Doors 

• Conservatories and Porches 

• Double Glazed Units & Specialist Glazing 

• Glass Cut to Size, Mirrors & Coloured Splashbacks 

• Hardie Plank Cladding in 26 different Colours 

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering                                                                                               

• Repairs and Maintenance  

• Fly Screens 

HOLMES 
GLAZING 

THE QUEEN
A country pub serving “real good food, feel good food”

Veg and vegan options always available along side home cooked traditional pub food. Wonderful kitchen  
garden to visit and beautiful grounds to sit in. Cosy atmosphere in winter. Glamping available on site!

01728685307
www.thequeenatbrandeston.co.uk 

The Street, Brandeston,  
Suffolk, IP13 7AD 

Touchwood UK, 907 Woodbridge Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 4NX
www.touchwooduk.biz • 01473 716100 • touchwooduk@btinternet.com

Designers, manufacturers & 
suppliers of handmade furniture

Bespoke Kitchens, Bedrooms, Studies and 
Interiors for every room of the home.

Please contact us for more information.

 
Chartered Surveyors 
Residential Sales & Lettings  
Development, Commercial Sales & Lettings  
Fine Art & Chattels  
Land Agency & Professional Consultancy 
Estate Management 
Property & Machinery Auctions 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

Clarke & Simpson 
Well Close Square 
Framlingham 
Suffolk, IP13 9DU 
Tel: 01728 724200 

        www.clarkeandsimpson.co.uk 

Ipswich 01473 396 296 
Stowmarket 01449 867 590
Martlesham 01473 396 007

Woodbridge/Felixstowe 01394 470590
www.marksandmann.co.uk
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Total Dedication to Quality Dental Healthcare.

                       Paul Brown               Ciara Howard                Leon Loh              Rachel Barnes 
                       Principle Dentist                    Children Dentist                   Associate Dentist                         Hygienist
                              GUYS HOSP. 1990             Peninsula College.2014            GUYS HOSP.2010              Essex 2017

We are very pleased to be accepting children and under 19s 
for free NHS dental care.

01728 723651
(Adults seen for Private or Denplan consultations)

26-28 Bridge Street
Framlington

www.aldeburghdentist.co.uk

01728 723651
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Total Dedication to Quality 
Dental Healthcare.
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We are very pleased to 
be accepting children 
and under 19s for free 
NHS dental care.
Adults seen for Private or Denplan 
consultations.


