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The Pupil Premium is currently funding given to schools so that they can support their 

“disadvantaged” pupils and close the attainment gap between them and their peers. The pupils who 

qualify for the funding are pupils who currently receive Free School Meals (FSM), pupils who have 

received Free School Meals in the last six years, pupils whose parents are in the UK Armed Forces 

and pupils who are or have been looked after (in care).  

In Thomas Mills High School Pupil Premium funding is dispersed in a variety of ways.  The funding is 

used to provide targeted support and guidance for individuals where and when it is needed rather 

than used as a blunt instrument roughly aimed at all with the label of “Disadvantaged”.   

All pupils attending Thomas Mills High School receive high quality teaching in the classroom to 

enable them to achieve their full potential.  Pupil Premium funding is used to provide additional 

measures to ensure this aim.  These measures include: providing  teachers to offer after-school 

classes in selected subjects in Years 10 and 11; employing a Higher Level Learning Support Assistant 

to provide small group literacy lessons in Year 7; TEFL (teaching English as a foreign language) 

provision for  pupils with EAL (English as an additional language); reducing set sizes in English 

Language in Year 11 (to provide the best conditions for pupils to gain this most vital of 

qualifications); and the provision of specific careers guidance to encourage and support the 

aspirations of FSM and other pupils. 

The grant is also used in the following, additional, ways: supporting “The Place” – a supervised, safe 

and active environment for vulnerable and disadvantaged pupils to use at lunchtimes; providing 

financial support (see below) for educational trips; the cost of materials and the cost of specific 

extra-curricular activities; and the establishment of a fund to pay for the re-marks of examinations 

taken by disadvantaged pupils that would usually be expected to be paid for by parents. 

1. The cost of required materials in assessed projects / controlled assessments in Design 

Technology will be met through the Pupil Premium 

2. The cost of school trips including educational visits, foreign exchanges, revision seminars and 

excursions and events during activities week will be supported according to the formula: 

a) 100% support for trips costing up to £50 

b) 50% support for (at least one *) trip(s) costing more than £50 

*Number of trips supported according to perceived need/at the discretion of the Headteacher. 

͂͂͂͂͂͂͂͂͂Pupil Premium Funding is effectively used to ensure that the excellent progress shown by pupils at 

Thomas Mills is also shown amongst our disadvantaged pupils.  The use of the Pupil Premium is 

under constant review to ensure the greatest possible positive impact for disadvantaged pupils. 

School Year 2013-2014  

Amount of Pupil Premium Grant = £76,200  

GCSE examination rules were significantly changed in 2014. Summer 2014 examination results were 

very good. 71% of Year 11 pupils achieved five or more GCSEs at A*-C including English and 



mathematics. 67% of pupils in Year 11 eligible for Pupil Premium achieved five or more GCSEs at A*-

C (44% including English and Mathematics).  

Disadvantaged pupils made excellent progress at Thomas Mills during 2014. In English, 84% made 

expected progress between KS2 and KS4. This compares to a national figure of 58%. In Mathematics, 

58% of disadvantaged pupils made expected progress, compared to the national figure of 48%. The 

overall value added score for disadvantaged pupils in 2014 was 1032.2, compared with a national 

mean of 977.5.  

School Year 2014-2015  

Amount of Pupil Premium Grant = £80,430  

In 2015 72% of Year 11 pupils achieved 5 A*-C grades including English and mathematics. 69% of 

pupils in Year 11 eligible for Pupil Premium achieved five or more GCSEs at A*-C (62% including 

English and mathematics).   

Whilst these “headline” figures themselves are impressive (an improvement on previous years) they 

take no account of the level of prior attainment.  The value added score does take account of pupils’ 

starting points and shows the genuine level of progress pupils make from KS2 to KS4.  In 2015 the 

value added score for all Year 11 pupils at Thomas Mills High School was an impressive 1031.6.  The 

value added score for disadvantaged pupils at Thomas Mills High School was 1040.32.  This 

demonstrates that in 2015 those pupils identified as disadvantaged actually made greater progress 

than other pupils! 

School Year 2015-2016 

Amount of Pupil Premium Grant = £73,250 

This year the Pupil Premium Grant will be disbursed to continue to ensure a high quality education 

for all pupils at Thomas Mills High School: especially those who, for whatever reason, are 

disadvantaged. All of the successful measures described above will continue. 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch Up Premium (2013-2014 £11,000; 2014-2015 £11,000)  

Thomas Mills High School uses this funding to carry out baseline diagnostic testing at the beginning 

of Year 7. This enables specialist staff to be proactive in identifying and supporting pupils with 

numeracy and/or literacy issues. Identified pupils participate in skills tutorials in groups of 3-5 to 

underpin mainstream Maths and English teaching. Pupils are not routinely withdrawn from core 

lessons. Progress is regularly assessed (for example, termly spelling age tests) by specialist staff who 

share the outcomes with teaching staff, pupils and parents. 

 In Mathematics, 53% of the Year 7 pupils involved in this scheme improved their performance by at 

least one National Curriculum level (18% by two levels). In English, 77% of the pupils improved their 

performance by at least one level in the year (8% by two levels). For 2015-2016 the programme will 

continue as before with high quality diagnostic screening and specialist, timely interventions used to 

maximise the establishment of secure foundations in the vital areas of literacy and numeracy. 


