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Making it Happen

London 
020 7935 3272
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01394 388411
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01728 453595
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01728 602323
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From the Headteacher... 
At the time of writing, the school community is looking forward to the 2020 challenge, with the hope of 
raising money for the East Anglian Children’s Hospice and Thomas Mills High School.  This event has 
been organised by a group of hardworking volunteers ably led by Dennis Tattoo, Assistant Headteacher.   
At the end of this term, Mr Tattoo retires after forty years of exceptional service to children in Suffolk.  
Thirty-one of those years have been spent at Thomas Mills where he has given outstanding leadership 
to a range of areas.  He has been instrumental in supporting the extra-curricular life of the school 
including sports, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, as well as numerous expeditions to far flung places across the globe.  
At the end of this term we will be very sad to say goodbye to Dennis but thank him for what he has achieved and wish 
him and other staff retiring a very long, healthy and happy retirement. You can read Dennis’ reflections on life at 
Thomas Mills on page 11 of this edition. 
I remain grateful for the commitment of staff, parents and governors to the school and their support in providing 
wonderful opportunities for our pupils.  Above all, I am appreciative of our pupils who are involved in the wider life of 
the school, often actively leading many events.  We recently enjoyed a very successful Charity Day organised by the 
Sixth Form. 
This edition of Outlook captures many wonderful opportunities which ensure that pupils benefit from the distinctive 
and special Thomas Mills experience. 
Philip Hurst, Headteacher 

The theme for this year’s poetry 
competition, ‘HOME’, was inspired by 
Ed Sheeran’s ‘Castle on the Hill’ single in 
which Ed sings of returning to his home 
territory of Suffolk. 
 
“And I’m on my way 
I still remember these old country lanes 
When we did not know the answers…” 
 
The standard was high this year and we 
were thrilled to receive so many entries.  
Look out for the winning entries 
throughout the magazine. 
Ali Constanti, Head of English 

Did you know?... 

Year 7 pupil Alex Gray has won a place in The 
National Children’s Orchestra and is principal 
trumpet. 

Jack Wyatt, Jude Ferrar and Tom Kenyon, (10ABo) and  Barney 
Hopkins, (10LCl) have shaved their heads to raise money 
for Cancer Research UK because they have all been affected in 
some way by this terrible illness. So far, the total raised is £1,735. 
What an achievement!   Please go to  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/TMHSCancer  
if you would like to donate. 
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ANDREW MASKERY ASSOCIATES
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VIEW OUR ONLINE CATALOGUE:

www.andrewmaskery.co.uk

VISIT OUR TRADE COUNTER:
Unit 21, Saxtead Business Centre, Saxtead, Framlingham,
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9RD 
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SPORTS NEWS 
The day we met not one but two England 
hockey players… 
On a warm, sunny afternoon Thomas Mills Year 8 and 9 
Hockey Teams travelled to Copleston High School to 
take part in a hockey tournament and to meet George 
Pinner - GB Hockey Goalkeeper  and Hannah Martin - 
GB Hockey ladies player. 
The tournament was attended by eight schools who 
were split into two pools. In our first game we played 
Bury St Edmunds, then we faced Copleston 1st team 
and finally Debenham 1st team. When the results 
rolled in we discovered that we had won our league! 
In between games, all schools had the opportunity to 
talk to George and Hannah. Many of us had our sticks 
signed and took some photos. It was a great afternoon, 
thoroughly enjoyed by the team. Thanks to Miss 
Preston for organising the trip and taking us. 
Grace Robertson, Year 8 
 

There’s No Place Like Home 
I live next to an old man but I don’t know 
him well. 
Whenever I walk past he leans out the window to yell 
“You useless youths can go to hell”, 
and he waves his gnarled, arthritic fist. 
Actually it’s less of a wave, more a disjointed twist, 
hindered by the bloated muscles in his old, swollen wrist. 
Sometimes I call back, “Tim, man, just chill!” 
And he’ll shuffle stiffly back across his lounge until 
he’s safely cemented in his chair and once again still. 
 

My opposing neighbour is the widow: Scarlet Crow. 
She’s teetering by her door with a brow full of woe 
“I seem to have left the house but why I just don’t know.” 
I’d assume she means to walk Toto, the confused terrier she’s towing, 
but I give a sympathetic smile and move on, never knowing 
if the poor woman remembered if she’s coming or going. 
Alzheimer’s they say, but she’s always been barmy. 
It’s her eccentricity we love and she never fails to charm me 
although her late husband I’d always found a bit smarmy. 
 

Now Leon’s not my neighbour because, well, he’s a cat 
but the wall opposite my house is where he’s consistently sat 
for the past three years, yet when I try and give him a pat 
he yowls in terror and hackles leap from his back, 
not in aggression as though about to attack, 
but in absolute terror as he rolls off the wall with a whack 
onto the yellowed brick pavement and trips over his own paws 
in an attempt to right his shaking frame back onto all fours 
so he can scramble away over the ground, digging in his claws. 
 

I met up with my friend Wiz and we went for a drink. 
Everyone calls him the Aussie but he’s from New Zealand, I think. 
Anyway, we found a stall and gave our glasses a clink 
and I decided to tell old Wiz of my neighbourly woes 
because he gives great advice and always knows 
just what to do and, on this occasion, he did disclose 
that if I were to set-up Scarlet and Tim on a date 
his need for companionship it would satiate 
and she’d have someone to remind her when she’s running late. 
As for the cat, he had a munchkin in mind. 
His little sister, who was loving and kind, 
had been taking in all the strays the shelters could find. 
“Tim will soon loosen up, Miss Crow will be cared for, 
That little kitty I know Glinda will adore 
And, being around other cats, its confidence will soar!” 
 

So with my heart full of hope I began the long walk back 
along the old, yellowed pavement without stepping on a crack 
but I heard the sound of Wiz’s car bumbling down the track. 
A ruby red vehicle glided gently to my side 
Wiz leaned out and called “Hey Dot, let me give you a ride” 
And he flashed me a grin so I hopped gratefully inside. 
                                                                   Rosalind Usher, Year 13 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award participants on 
a training expedition in Snowdonia 

Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates, 
Woods & Karndean supplied 

& fi tted.
34 High Street, Wickham Market

Telephone: 01728 746416

www.peterhallflooring.co.uk

PETER 
HALL 

FLOORING

Application enquiries from parents and carers 

are always welcome  -  01728 723354    
admin@hitchams.suffolk.sch.uk 

www.hitchamsframlingham.org.uk 

Learning   Caring   Inspiring 
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Excursions
Private Hire
Mini Bus Hire

Thompsons Removals & Coach Hire Ltd - 12 The Knoll, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9DH
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With enthusiasm bubbling from every pore, Year 7 pupils lined up down the 
corridor in anticipation of what was to come. Over 5 days the Science 
department organised various activities in order to enthuse young people 
about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) and provide ideas 
about the wonders of the world around them. I was lucky enough to help out 
at the Biology Marine Science workshop run by Miss Crisp and Mr Brown, in 
which we participated in the dissection of fish and took note of their anatomy. 
This was incredibly interesting, regardless of the powerful smell.        
Athena Hanson-Aherne, Year 12 

The week continued with Mrs Calver and Mr Warren and their Amazing 
Chemistry. Pupils were lured in by loud explosions and flying bubbles of 
flames, as well the recipe to make toothpaste for elephants!  

The last workshop saw a collaboration with Sizewell B and EDF Energy.  
Guest Sarah Osborne led this creative session where students had to invent 
a smart gadget using LittleBits, electronic magnetic circuit board 
connections.                                                   

Science Week ended with not just one, but two trips to BT, at Adastral Park, 
Martlesham where, in collaboration with Thomas Mills, an exciting new event 
was launched to promote STEM subjects in schools as well giving young 
people the chance to find out more about the exciting developments in this 
impressive building. Once there, we found out that Adastral Park is one of the 
communication world’s leading centres for technical innovation.  
This half-day event was aimed at students in KS3 and, on the second day, 
those in KS4 and KS5, also including a visit to the Innovation Showcase area. 
Pupils also gained experience of the latest innovations and technologies from 
around the world that will transform these industries and environments.                 
Ambra Calver, Science Department 

During the day we got involved in many activities like using the new Virtual Reality 
headsets which were amazing! We were also shown some futuristic gadgets such as a 
new cash point machine which detected the veins in your hand and used them as an ID. 
We were introduced to Baxter, the helpful robot, whose arms could do all sorts of 
things. In this set up, he was used as part of a production line. As an engineer you 
would be responsible for programming Baxter. Adastral Park was a futuristic, fun and  
exciting experience.                                                                                  Angelo Darrell, Year 7  

Selling a wide range of multi 
fuel/woodburners, variety of 

fi replaces, chimney fl ue fi tting 
and full installation service.

01728 621 212

Crown and Anchor Lane, Framlingham, Woodbridge IP13 9BL

THE FIRE PLACE • FRAMLINGHAM

VISIT US AT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 
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MIDDLETON 
GARAGE

All makes & Models Welcome
Servicing, Repairs, MOT’s

Exhausts, Brakes, Batteries
Tyres, Air Con & Body Repairs
Diagnostics, Clutches, Tuning

A member of Good Garage.com Scheme

Leiston Road, Saxmundham IP17 3NS

Tel: 01728 648859
www.themiddletongaragesaxmundham.co.uk
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Sixth Form Drama Trip to The Globe Theatre 
 
On 1st March, as Sixth Form Drama students, we had the incredible opportunity of visiting Shakespeare's Globe Theatre in London. 
This trip allowed us to have a real-life insight into Elizabethan Theatre (a topic we are currently studying for our A-Level) and so 
enabled us to be able to see, at first hand, the original performance conditions of some of Shakespeare's most well-loved plays.  
On arrival we were given a tour of the theatre, which included the audience seating area, and learned many facts about the Globe. 
As well as the physical details of the well-known theatre (one of the only theatres in the world where the attraction of audience 
members is to the theatre itself, not specifically the play being performed) we also learnt about the lives of actors during the 17th 
Century. We were able to watch a director for The Globe instruct her actors on the movements for the play's opening sequence.  
This was not only very entertaining, but also incredibly insightful in terms of understanding how a director goes about 
communicating and achieving their aim.  
All in all, our visit to The Globe was very interesting and entertaining. For most of us, it was our first visit to the theatre and so we 
were all very excited to see it and learn more about it.  
Emily Hunt, Year 13 

Home 
 
My home is a castle, to you it 
looks like a house. 
It is a huge shadowing castle where you will be as small as 
a mouse. 
To you I have a front door but I have a wooden draw-
bridge. 
My windows are arrow slits with my bow on a ridge. 
At the top are turrets, in the banqueting hall there is a 
feast. 
Instead of a bike shed there is an armoury, a weaving 
house to make a fleece. 
The guards defend it from the neighbour’s cat while I have 
a nap. 
The postman has trouble getting in with his parcel. 
That’s why an Englishman’s home is his castle. 
 
Teddy Chew, Year 7 

Life in London: A 
World City   On a 
gloomy Tuesday in 
January, 140 Year 8 pupils 
set out to explore the 
capital city of London, to 
experience life in a world 
city, as part of the Key 
Stage 3 Human Geography 

curriculum and to take an early look at our GCSE Urban 
Futures case study.  Pupils began their day with a trip on 
the London Eye.  We also travelled out of the city by boat, 
admiring famous landmarks and important tourist 
attractions and enjoying not sitting in traffic on the busy 
roads of London!  Next, we visited the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, which hosted the London 2012 Olympics.  
Now open to the public, we were able to see the legacy 
such a prestigious event has left for our capital.  
Alice Bates, Year 8 

 

Jonathan Mason-Gordon and James Armfield, 
(11SSm) and Michael Donovan, (11ACr) are taking 
part in a Skydive to raise money for Help for 
Heroes, a very deserving charity. Please donate as 
much as you can to help them reach their target. 
Thank you! https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/JJMSkydive  

Did you know?... 

Melita Pritchard-Barrett, Year 8, became Regional Grade 
2 Suffolk Champion (Gymnastics) on 2nd April.  She is 
through to the Regional Finals on 7th May.   

With Christmas fast approaching its worth 
taking a moment to think of the potential 
hazards facing our beloved pets.
DANGEROUS FOODS
Chocolate  
Chocolate is one of the most common 
poisons around this time of year. Chocolate 
contains theobromine and as well as being 
toxic to dogs it is also toxic to cats, rabbits 
and rodents. The levels of theobromine 
varies considerably depending on the type of 
chocolate i.e. milk or dark. 
The symptoms of chocolate poisoning 
include: vomiting, diarrhoea and hyperactivity. 
Grapes, Raisins, Currants and Sultanas 
Grapes, raisins, sultanas and currants can 
cause kidney failure in dogs. The quantity 
needed to cause a problem varies greatly 
between individuals – some dogs can eat 
large quantities without any ill-effects while 
others develop kidney failure after only eating 
a few. 
There have been cases of cats developing 
kidney failure after eating raisins, so they too 
may be susceptible.
It is important to remember Christmas cake, 
Christmas pudding, and mince pies all contain 
raisins, currants and sultanas.

Nuts 
Nuts are a common treat around Christmas 
time, but peanuts and macadamia nuts 
can cause gastrointestinal upset in some 
pets. Other symptoms include twitching, 
weakness, muscle spasm, agitation, 
depression and fever.
Onions, Garlic, Leeks and Shallots 
These can cause toxicity even when 
cooked. Symptoms include gastrointestinal 
upset and anaemia. Foods to avoid include 
onion gravy, stuffing and nut roasts.
Leftovers/scraps 
Whilst these may not be poisonous they may 
cause digestive upset and result in vomiting 
and or diarrhoea. Bones if eaten can splinter 
and may cause an obstruction requiring 
surgery to remove, so are best avoided! 
Overindulging could lead to potentially fatal 
bloat, so give treats sparingly.

POISONOUS PLANTS
In cats and dogs Holly and Ivy cause relatively 
mild symptoms, such as drooling, retching 
and sometimes vomiting. In rabbits however 
Ivy can cause muscle twitching, paralysis, 
convulsions and death.
Mistletoe, another Christmas favourite can 
cause retching, vomiting and salivation if eaten. 

Poinsettia is toxic to cats and causes gastric 
irritation.
Christmas trees are considered low toxicity 
and if eaten may cause mild gastrointestinal 
upset. However eating fallen needles could 
cause irritation or an obstruction.
If your pet eats any of the items discussed 
above you should seek veterinary advice 
immediately.

Top tips for avoiding a trip to the vets this 
Christmas:
• Don’t hang chocolates on the Christmas  
  tree or where your pets can reach them.

• Don’t feed leftover bones to your pets.

• Don’t leave edible presents under the tree!

Christmas Hazards

To find out more visit our website
www.ryder-daviesvets.co.uk or call us on

Ipswich 01473 274040 Woodbridge 01394 380083
Rendlesham 01394 420964 Felixstowe 01394 284554 

Independent Practice since 1973

Ryder-Davies  
& Partners

Veterinary Surgeons

Caring for your pets 
for over 40 years

Experienced team of  
caring vets and nurses.

Pay monthly Health Plans available  
for dogs, cats, rabbits & horses.

24 hour care provided by our own 
vets & nurses
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Your local curtain and blind specialistD.C Patrick

Newsagents

4 Market Hill
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01728 724414
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WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

JOHN HUTTON BUTCHER AND 
DELICATESSEN 

The Street, Earl Soham, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, IP13 7SA

email: johnhuttonbutchers@live.co.uk
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Charity Day took place on 24 March, to 
coincide with Red Nose Day. Students and 
staff enjoyed the opportunity to dress as 
characters from favourite children’s 
television programmes, played childhood 
playground games in the courtyard, bought 
cakes from the cake sale and were 
entertained at the lunchtime concert. In 
total, £3365.34 was raised, of which £500 will 
be sent to EACH as part of the 2020 

Challenge and the 
remainder to 
Comic Relief. 
Many thanks to all 
who contributed 
towards this 
magnificent sum. 
Sue Goodwin, 
Charity Day 
Organiser 
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Great Expectations is a novel written by Charles Dickens, 
illustrating the growth and personal development of an orphan 
named Philip Pirrip - otherwise known as Pip. On Thursday 9th  
February, all of Year 11, and a selection of members from the 
sixth form witnessed a one-man performance of Great 
Expectations by James Hornsby.  
 
James Hornsby is an incredibly talented actor with a great deal 
of professional experience in the theatrical industry. Hornsby 
has performed in multiple dramatic productions including: The 
Glee Club at the Bush Theatre and the Duchess Theatre, Comic 
Potential at the Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough and The 
Lyric, Shaftesbury Avenue and is currently appearing in BBC3’s 
new comedy series Witless. Hornsby also has plenty of 
experience performing in one-man shows with much success, 
such as: Twist, A Christmas Carol and Dracula.   
 
James’ acting was incredible; many of us were sceptical of how 
just one man could portray the multitude of characters who we 
have grown to either love or loathe for what feels like forever as 
we study their every word and action. However, we found 
ourselves pleasantly surprised at the gracious representation of 
our well-known characters. The essence of James’ artistry had us 
all engrossed for an hour and a half as he skilfully brought the 
story to life. 
 
As many people who have read Great Expectations will 
appreciate, the opening scene is possibly the most crucial 
moment in the novel; the upturning of Pip (both in terms of his 
life being turned upside down and physically) by a mysterious, 
‘fearful man’ is what initiates a sense of momentum for the rest 
of the book. James’ impression of Joe Gargery, the ‘mild, good-
natured’ and ‘sweet-tempered’ blacksmith who is Pip’s ‘equal’ 
and father figure, was heart warming for those enhanced by the 
performance; precisely what we all deep down imagined our 
beloved Joe to be like.  
 
Lastly, but by no means least, the sight of Hornsby quoting the 
‘beautiful’ yet ‘self-possessed’ Estella is one that will stick in our 
minds for many months to come and will make us share a grin 
during our exam in the summer. 
 
Lilyemma Whalley, Year 11 

Last term a group of girl science enthusiasts attended 
the EDF Energy “Pretty Curious Studios” at Trinity 
Park. We took part in a new immersive workshop 
where we enjoyed a creative and hands on STEM 
experience (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths). 
Only one in seven people working in STEM 
employment is female. The workshop was designed to 
encourage more girls to study STEM subjects at school 
and beyond, meet aspirational STEM role models and 
develop new skills.   
The experience included an immersive virtual reality 
game, where we built a real life-size nuclear reactor. 
We also had the chance to speak to Amazon’s Alexa, 
which was very futuristic! Whilst there we also found 
out about notification jewellery, including a collar for 
small animals which can track your pet’s health and 
location through a phone app.  
Throughout the day we were set a challenge to create 
a smart gadget using LittleBits; these are magnetic 
electronic circuit board pieces. Our creations ranged 
from burglar alarms to glasses frames with an 
integrated light for reading in the dark. Since then the 
school has received 10 Cardboard VR sets for us to 
use in lessons, thanks to our contributions on the day. 
As part of the workshop we learnt about possible 
careers in STEM; the key speaker worked for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital developing organs in the lab 
for children who were born without these. We found 
the whole experience extremely inspiring and very 
educational. It also widened our horizons about STEM 
careers.  
Holly 
Hanrahan, 
Corinna 
Russell, Grace 
Robertson, 
Year 8  
and Ambra 
Calver, 
Science 
Department 

Offering a full 
range of beauty 
treatments

07834394168 
www.sarahremingtonbeauty.co.uk
Sarah Remington Tailored Permanent Makeup 
2 Woodland Cottages, Yoxford, Saxmundham, IP17 3EX 
 Sarah Remington Beauty
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moment in the novel; the upturning of Pip (both in terms of his 
life being turned upside down and physically) by a mysterious, 
‘fearful man’ is what initiates a sense of momentum for the rest 
of the book. James’ impression of Joe Gargery, the ‘mild, good-
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beloved Joe to be like.  
 
Lastly, but by no means least, the sight of Hornsby quoting the 
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the EDF Energy “Pretty Curious Studios” at Trinity 
Park. We took part in a new immersive workshop 
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Only one in seven people working in STEM 
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and beyond, meet aspirational STEM role models and 
develop new skills.   
The experience included an immersive virtual reality 
game, where we built a real life-size nuclear reactor. 
We also had the chance to speak to Amazon’s Alexa, 
which was very futuristic! Whilst there we also found 
out about notification jewellery, including a collar for 
small animals which can track your pet’s health and 
location through a phone app.  
Throughout the day we were set a challenge to create 
a smart gadget using LittleBits; these are magnetic 
electronic circuit board pieces. Our creations ranged 
from burglar alarms to glasses frames with an 
integrated light for reading in the dark. Since then the 
school has received 10 Cardboard VR sets for us to 
use in lessons, thanks to our contributions on the day. 
As part of the workshop we learnt about possible 
careers in STEM; the key speaker worked for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital developing organs in the lab 
for children who were born without these. We found 
the whole experience extremely inspiring and very 
educational. It also widened our horizons about STEM 
careers.  
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Hanrahan, 
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and Ambra 
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PROSPECT PLACE
FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK

Marketing Suite and Show Home open Thurs-Mon, 10am-5pm
An exciting collection of 1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom exceptional new homes

Call: 01728 720793  /  E-mail: sales@hopkinshomes.co.uk  /  hopkinshomes.co.uk
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Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

E W REVETT & SON
“The” Butchers

High Class Butchers & Poultry
Our Pork Sausages a Speciality

High Street, Wickham Market 
Suffolk IP13 ORA

Tel: 01728 746263

Richard N. Doy
MOTOR ENGINEERS & GARAGE SERVICES

Tel: 01728 747333
After Hours: 01728 723181

Mobile: 07957 828604
THE PADDOCKS GARAGE

HACHESTON, WOODBRIDGE

•  MOT REPAIRS 
•  SERVICING
•  BODYWORK
•  RECOVERY

2 Potash Cottages
Stump Street, 
Pettistree, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP13 0JB

Quality childcare 0-5 years. Est. 1991.
Very Experienced & Qualifi ed Staff

Nursery Grant Funding for 3 & 4 year olds
Open 8.00am - 6.00pm, fl exible sessions
Excellent Ofsted Report. Large Garden. 

First session free!

Tel: 01728 747985
www.presmeredaynursery.co.uk

Presmere Day Nursery
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This year saw the establishment of the Thomas Mills Young Writers’ 
Group.  The group was established primarily to give the talented 
writers within the student body an opportunity to write creatively 
beyond the curriculum.  Recently members have been conducting 
interviews with school leavers for a series of articles entitled ‘Where 
are they now?’ which we hope will become a regular feature of 
‘Outlook’.           

Chloe Harrison 

By Harriet Nye – Year 12 

Thomas Mills leaver Chloe Harrison is a Lecturer in Stylistics at Coventry University, and completed 
her doctoral thesis at the University of Nottingham. She agreed to answer a few questions about 
how she got to where she is today and her experience of being a pupil at Thomas Mills. 

What subjects did you enjoy at school and why? How did this influence your A level/degree 
choices? 

I enjoyed most of my subjects at school, but English was always my favourite: both literature, for 
the emphasis on exploring fiction and text worlds; and language, for the objective and rigorous 
study of language choices and patterns in everyday contexts. 

Since I became increasingly interested in studying both sides of English in tandem, this meant that I went on to choose a degree 
course that combined the two areas of study. This turned out to be an important decision, in the end – I currently lecture on and 
research in stylistics, which is seen as the intersection between the two fields 

Do you have any funny/fond memories from your time at Thomas Mills? 

So many, of both! We had lots of field trips – to the Tate Modern, work experience in Germany – and the classes themselves were 
also great. I was lucky to have some brilliant teachers at Thomas Mills who made sure that we all worked hard, but at the same time 
made everything interesting and maintained a relaxed and friendly atmosphere in class. As a lecturer now myself, I can now 
appreciate that this is not always an easy balance to maintain! 

Which career did you plan on pursuing while studying for your A levels? Did it all go according to plan? 

I was probably a little unusual in that I had no specific plans career-wise when I embarked on my A levels.  I always intended to 
study English at university, but beyond that I had only thought vaguely about pursuing a career in publishing. There was pressure to 
think about career plans, but at the time I just wanted to continue studying what I enjoyed – and I hoped that the rest would work 
itself out.  Thankfully, it more or less did. Towards the end of my undergraduate degree I started to seriously consider, for  the first 
time, a career in academia. I went on to study for a Masters degree, and then became a Teaching Fellow at the University of 
Nottingham while I completed my PhD.  

What would you say has been the highlight in your educational/professional career so far? 

Completing my doctorate and the publication of my first book are probably the two best highlights. 

Do you have a message for the students at Thomas Mills? Any general advice? 

I guess I would say that, while it is important to think about what kind of career you want, you don’t have to decide right away.  
Though my friends and I completed our A levels over 10 years ago, I feel like we’re still working out what we’d like to do.  
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A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

M&R CARS
Private Hire Taxi Service
WOODBRIDGE STATION

• Local Taxis • Fixed Price Fares
• 24 Hour Airport & Long Distance Specialists

• Sporting Events • Nightclubs 
• Corporate Accounts Welcomed

• 6 Seater People Carriers • 8 Seater Minibuses
• Wedding Car Service • Courier Service

www.mandrcars.co.uk
01394 386661 / 0800 169 4269  

mandrcars@btconnect.com
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EQUESTRIAN TEAM NEWS 

The Sixth Form Forum 
 
The student voice is important in the life of Thomas Mills High School. One of the ways this is heard is through Council 
meetings held every half term. For many years, there has been a Lower and Upper School Council with representatives 
from all tutor groups in Years 8-11. 
This academic year saw the introduction of the Sixth Form Forum, where school officials and other volunteers meet to 
discuss various items concerning present students of Thomas Mills Sixth Form. There have been five meetings so far 
and subjects covered have ranged from the Sixth Form curriculum and the future of A Levels, to the issues facing 
young adults living in rural Suffolk. A previous meeting saw Jenny Stockman from the Framlingham Business 
Association come into school to gauge students’ views on transport links, career provision in the region and any 
perceived barriers to learning. 
The forum provides a platform for the views of Sixth Form students to be raised and appropriate action to be 
implemented.                                                                                      Andrew Cann, Assistant Headteacher/Head of Sixth Form 

HOME 
The cryptic messages in the hinges of a door; 
piles of sweets stashed beneath the floor. 
 
My sister belting out Beyonce in the shower 
saying she’ll be five minutes but really being an hour. 
 
Dad grumbling about the greenhouse breaking for 
the sixth time this year. 
Us keeping straight faces – pretending to be sincere. 
 
The cat hiding under a stool, 
terrified of the hula-hoops we play with like fools. 
 
It’s my home - my place - 
something I won’t let go to waste. 
 
It ain’t always smooth sailing, 
but I’m never really alone 
when I’m at home. 
 
Hannah Eldridge, Year 9 

On Sunday 2nd April I competed in the NSEA National 
Schools Dressage Qualifier at Wix equestrian centre in 
Essex with my pony 
Harebell. As we didn't 
have a team I competed 
as an individual in the 
Preliminary 13 test. 
Nearly all the other 
entries were from Essex 
and London and the 
standard was one of the 
highest I have come 
across. I was the first of the individuals to go and Harebell 
was very keen but put in a good test with a score of 68.89 
which placed us fifth in a large class and less than 2% from 
second, which would have qualified us for the 
championships. It was an enjoyable day and thank you to 
the Pony People for their continued support of the TMHS 
team.                                                          Daisy Kiddy, Year 10 

Did you know?...In October last year, I entered Young Drummer of the Year 2017, a competition for all drummers 16 years and under 

within the UK. Now in its 15th year, there were a total of over 400 entries, one of the largest to date. To enter the competition, you simply had 
to send in a video of yourself performing a solo for roughly 2 minutes. These solos were all reviewed by a collection of both professional 
drummers, teachers and other judges before deciding on a mere 10 to take part in the final. This was held in Leamington Spa, just outside 
Birmingham. Each finalist had to perform another 2 minute solo, a track that we had been given a few weeks before the competition and a 
track we only heard twice on the day of the final. After being given time to prepare and hear the running order, it was time to play. It was 
definitely a nerve-wracking experience to walk on stage in front of some of the most talented artists in the industry, alongside family and 
friends, and perform, but it was truly unforgettable. Once all 10 finalists had finished their performances, it was time for the results. 
Unfortunately, I was not the one whose name was read out as the winner, but all 10 finalists were presented with a collection of rewards from 
the sponsors, as well as contacts to many of the judges on the day. It was a brilliant experience and a great way to meet other musicians. I’ll 
definitely be entering next year’s competition  and trying my luck at being announced as the winner.                                James Armfield, Year 11 

Est 1985

Handmade Mattresses
01728 724944

sales@bonobeds.co.uk

Factory Showroom
The Old Railway Station, Station Road
Framlingham, Suffolk, IP13 9EE

We seek APPRENTICE Mattress Makers,
Welders & Fabricators and Office Staff
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The Coach & Horses

Christmas Party Menu Now available!
2 Course £15.95    3 Course £19.95

Available 1st November to  31st January 
Any sized party from 1 to 100
�20% o�  our Christmas menu when dining 

with us in November or January� 
www.debeninns.co.uk/coachandhorses 

for full details and menus

MELTON • WOODBRIDGE IP12 1PD • 01394 384 851

FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE
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The Year 7 Poetry Competition was a wonderful event that took place in the Main Hall on the morning of Thursday 
23rd February. All of the groups provided an exceptional performance, with a wide variety of poems being put 
forward. The competition began with the single performances, with a mix of published poems and pupils’ own work. 
After a nerve-racking few minutes for the performers, the group competition began. There was a real mix of funny, sad 
and happy poems, from one about children playing in the night, to a sad story of a bad man in the town gallows. Every 
single performance was delightful to watch, and had clearly been practised and rehearsed many times. Then, finally, 
the judges announced their votes. It would be a very hard decision. And then, the moment everyone had been waiting 
for: the scores. “In 3rd place, 7L3. In 2nd place, 7R1. And in 1st place… 7R2!.” But it was not over, because we still had 
the single scores to complete the morning. “And last, but certainly not least, the single scores. In joint 2nd place we 
have Roxanne Mayhew and Hunter Goddard! And in 1st place we have… Lois Gibbons!” All in all, it was a great 
morning, with 7R2 walking away with the Golden Trophy! 
Ruben Peterkin, Year 7 

In one assembly held by last year’s Young Enterprise Team, ‘Eclipse’, we 
were offered the chance to take up the challenge of opening a small 

independent business. After some discussion, we began selling high quality blackboards at a good price, and named our new 
venture ‘Calx’ (being Latin for ‘Chalk’). 
Our business has progressed well, with successful selling events at Knodishall Methodist Church, Norwich Market, Heveningham 
Hall, Felixstowe and many more, all making just a little under £300, which went into one of our two HSBC bank accounts.  

‘Calx’ eventually reached the regional finals for Suffolk, giving our presentation in front of about 250 other participants and their 
supervisors, as well as a panel of judges. In the process, we won two awards, the Award for Best Communications and the Award for 
Best Company Report, as well as recognition by the panel of judges for our 
profits made and the professional demeanour we had as a team. 

Aiding us in this venture were Mr Symes and Mrs Calver, and also Mr 
Thompson, who has generously allowed us to use his Resistant Materials 
workshop to make our products for sale. Thanks are also due to our parents 
and family members for driving us to sales events (and our customers for 
buying from us, of course). 

Isaac Bloore, Head of Sales at ‘Calx’ (Thomas Mills Young Enterprise Team) 

Gorniak & McKechnie Ltd
Architects and Designers The Chequers Inn  

Kettleburgh, Nr Framlingham 
IP13 7JT 

01728 723760 
A free house set in 3 acres of 
delightful riverside gardens. 

A great place to eat, drink, relax 
and stay.  Offering superbly 
conditioned real ales, quality 
locally sourced, home-made 

food, 4 star accommodation and 
traditional warmth and 

hospitality. 
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10Mbps broadband
service to your home.

No phone line required.
In Framlingham and

surrounding villages inc.
Dennington, Laxfield.

www.frambroadband.com
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Dennis’ Desert Island Discs, inspired by Ed Sheeran, who got there first! 
 

1 ELVIS PRESLEY – Suspicious Minds. Elvis died in 1977, the same year that I started my teaching career at King 
Edward VI School in Bury St Edmunds. I once featured on the front page of the local paper (The Bury Free 
Press) wearing nothing but a towel. This followed an incident when I was locked out of the staff changing 
rooms whilst having a shower – I had to walk to the nearest classroom (a Biology lesson!) to get a key to avoid 
further embarrassment!   

2 EDITH PIAF - La Vie en Rose. The late, and wonderful, Lilas Baker loved Edith Piaf and this track prompts 
memories of my first day at Thomas Mills. I knew I was to share an office with Mrs Baker. I found the office and 
put my papers on the desk when the caretaker pointed out that the large desk in the middle of the office 
belonged to Mrs Baker; my desk, he explained, was an old exam table in the corner, complete with a broken 
chair!  

3 VANGELIS – Theme from Chariots of Fire, a film about the 1924 Olympic Games. This reminds me of David 
Puttnam, the film’s producer. In 2001 I was shortlisted for a national teaching award and met David at the 
award ceremony. The music also reminds me of TMHS Sports’ Days and the special atmosphere created by 
supporters cheering on athletes representing their house.  

4 ELMER BERNSTEIN - The theme from The Great Escape. I associate this music with trekking. In 1998 I co-led the 
school’s expedition to Mexico. We trekked in the Copper Canyon and many a mile was spent whistling this 
tune. Walking has become a feature of my career at Thomas Mills: numerous Duke of Edinburgh’s expeditions, 
the staff Three Peaks Challenge (2011), Peru Expedition (2015) and recently the 2020 Challenge (2017) stand 
out. 

5 LIANNE CARROLL – The World Stopped Turning. I am a lark. I like to get up early. It is the best part of the day. I 
like to get to work and get started. I usually have 45 minutes to myself and I will sometimes listen to jazz. I saw 
Lianne Carroll at Ronnie Scott’s. Brilliant! 

6 ED SHEERAN – Castle on the Hill. For a number of years I taught History. I used to enjoy the field trips to castles 
and the Somme Battlefields. This track reminds me of field trips to Framlingham Castle and the excellent staff-
pupil relationships at our school. Anyone listening to the banter that takes place as staff and pupils walk 
together down the corridor, or the atmosphere at the VI Form Ball or Year 11 Prom will understand and 
appreciate this.  

7 POLLY GIBBONS – Midnight Prayer. I have had the pleasure of attending 31 Christmas Concerts at TMHS, most 
of them directed by the amazing Richard Hanley. I remember Polly belting out a couple of jazz numbers. She is 
now much in demand and winning awards. The Music at TMHS is sensational – one of the pillars of school life. 

8 THE COMMODORES – Three Times a Lady. For Sarah, my wife. Enough said. 
 
BOOK CHOICE – IN BLACK AND WHITE by Donald McRae. This is a biography of Joe Louis (Heavyweight 
Champion) and Jesse Owens (Olympian). It is a story of sport and politics in a racially divided country. As well as 
using it as a resource for A Level, I read extracts in a Book Week Assembly. 
 
ITEM – A supply of Illy coffee. I love coffee. I will be thinking of you all on the first day of term when I am 
enjoying a cup of coffee without the prospect of break time duty!  

SPORTING GUNS, FISHING TACKLE & EQIPTMENT 

Stuart’s Guns and Tackle
www.stuartsgunsandtackle.com

3a & 3b Wilford Bridge Road, 
Melton, Woodbridge,  
Suffolk IP12 1RB
RFD: Suffolk 145

Andrew Clark
Tel: 01394 385576
Fax: 01394 387757
Mobile: 07778 652094
Email: sales@stuartgunsandtackle.com
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Chartered Surveyors 
Residential Sales & Lettings  
Development, Commercial Sales & Lettings  
Fine Art & Chattels  
Land Agency & Professional Consultancy 
Estate Management 
Property & Machinery Auctions 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

Clarke & Simpson 
Well Close Square 
Framlingham 
Suffolk, IP13 9DU 
Tel: 01728 724200 

        www.clarkeandsimpson.co.uk 

A wide range of quality clothing, 
boots and accessories by

ORE TRADING ESTATE • FRAMLINGHAM • SUFFOLK IP13 9LL
Tel: 01728 724 776  www.trulockandharris.com

WELL-STOCKED GUN ROOM, CARTRIDGES, ACCESSORIES & MORE

MUSTO, AIGLE,
CHRYSALIS, 
BARBOUR SPORTING, 
LE CHAMEAU, SEELAND

PAMPEANO BELTS IN STOCK

THE WOODBRIDGE 
CARPET CO.

- H W 
W • S   

T:  
www.woodbridgecarpets.co.uk

Special Offers and 
Free Fittings

on many ranges

Designed and Produced by Karen Thickitt Printed by The Flying Press Ltd. Tel: 01993 701061

Windows, Conservatories, Doors, 
Porches, Garage Conversions,

Canopies, Roofline, Timber buildings and more!

Unit 6, Halesworth Business Park, Norwich Road, 
Halesworth IP19 8QJ 

Telephone: 01986 874 241
E-mail: info@waveney-windows.co.uk

www.waveney-windows.co.uk

� SERVICING & REPAIRS  
All types of car & light commercial

� MOT PREPARATION  
� TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

� LASER TRACKING 
� Horseboxes serviced & prepared for MOT  

� Trailers serviced and repaired 
UNIT 2, MONK SOHAM HALL, SCHOOL ROAD, MONK SOHAM

01728 685854

LEW JONES
MOTOR ENGINEER

Established 30 years

Come and visit our showroom in Snape
CGL Design Ltd, Unit C, Brick Kiln Park, 

Church Road, Snape, IP17 1QG
Tel: 01728 688787

Email - chris@cgldesign.co.uk
www.cgldesign.co.uk

All Inclusive Care

Telephone: 01728 685599
Email: admin@foxearthlodge.co.uk

www.foxearthlodge.co.uk

Foxearth Lodge Nursing Home

• Bookkeeping • VAT Returns • RTI Payroll
• Year End Accounts & Tax Returns • Company Accounts

• CIS Returns • Sage Training

Why Choose CRASL?

Our Services:

Unit 10 • Leiston Enterprise Centre • Eastlands Ind. Est. • LEISTON • Suffolk • IP16 4US

REDUCE YOUR ACCOUNTANCY COSTS WITH CRASL

Improving Your Service, Reducing Your Costs

We are a small accounting company 
offering a friendly, personal and 

affordable service to a wide range of 
clients.  

We pride ourselves on giving our 
clients the information they need in 
the format they want to receive it.

If you would like to learn more about If you would like to learn more about 
how CRASL can help your business 

then contact us to discuss your 
specific requirements.  

The initial consultation is free of 
charge and we can visit you.

01728 687000

01728 888209 info@crasl.co.uk

www.crasl.co.uk

Interior Design & Soft Furnishing Specialists
Saxmundham High Street

Tel: 01728 604700   www.thecottontree.co.uk

COTTON TREE INTERIORS

Full Interior Design Service

& Much More

Kitchens&
Bathrooms

Paint&
Wallpaper

Curtains
&Blinds

CT_School-Advert-fnl.indd   1 07/10/2015   17:36

 

 
 

Total dedication to quality dental healthcare. 
Adults seen for Private or Denplan consultations with  

Dr Paul Brown & Dr Dave Malone. 
Pleased to welcome children and under 19s within NHS 

with Dr Ciara Howard. 

01728 723651 
26-28 Bridge Street, Framlingham, IP13 9AH 

www.framlinghamdentist.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
	  
Luxurious	  dog	  &	  cat	  accessories	  
All	  hand	  made	  with	  love,	  to	  last,	  right	  here	  in	  Suffolk.	  	  
Factory	  shop	  open	  Mon-‐Fri	  10-‐4	  
	  
Unit	  6B	  The	  Old	  Airfield	  
Upper	  Holton	  
Halesworth	  
Suffolk	  
IP19	  8NH	  

	  
www.creatureclothes.com	  
info@creatureclothes.com	  
Phone:	  01986875509

 

Luxurious dog & cat accessories
All hand made with love, to last, right here in Suffolk. 
Factory shop open Mon-Fri 10-4

Unit 6B The Old Airfield
Upper Holton
Halesworth
Suffolk
IP19 8NH

www.creatureclothes.com
info@creatureclothes.com
Phone: 01986875509

Damaged? Holes?
Chips? Cracks?

Bath Resurfacing & Sanitary 
Ware Repair Specialist

For more information or a chat call

www.dreammakerbathrooms.co.uk
Tel: 01728 685958

Before After

Suppliers of John Deere, JCB, 
Vaderstad & most other 

leading makes of machinery
Shop Street, Worlingworth,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7HU

T: 01728 628325
E: worlingworth@tuckwell.co.uk

W: www.tuckwell.co.uk

The Ship at Dunwich,
Nr Southwold, Suffolk IP17 3DT
Tel: 01728 648219
www.shipatdunwich.co.uk
info@shipatdunwich.co.uk

ENJOY A DAY OF 
DISC   VERY
THE SUFFOLK PUNCH TRUST

OPEN FROM 31ST MARCH
www.suffolkpunchtrust.org


