
Kirby House, 20 The Thoroughfare
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1AQ
Telephone: 01728 622330

•   Estate Agents
•   Residential Sales
•   Residential Lettings
•   Valuers/Surveyors
•   Town & Country Homes

Cli�  House Holiday Park, Minsmere Road, Dunwich, Saxmundham, Su� olk IP17 3DQ

• LODGES • HOLIDAY HOME SALES  • SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 
• CAMPING & TOURING • SUPERB BAR & RESTAURANT • SUNDAY CARVERY
• FULL WEDDING LICENCE  • Wedding Receptions and catering also available

Located at Dunwich on the Su� olk Heritage Coast 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Surrounded by National Trust land with beach and 
direct access from the Park. We are also adjacent 
to the Famous Minsmere Bird reserve. 

www.cli� householidays.co.uk
e: info@cli� householidays.co.uk

01728 648282
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Foxearth Lodge
Nursing Home

Telephone: 01728 685599
Email: admin@foxearthlodge.co.uk

www.foxearthlodge.co.uk

All Inclusive Care

EDF Energy 

Exploring 
Electricity

Our new visitor 
centre is now open 
at Sizewell B
power station

If you would like to book a tour or get 
more information, please contact us:

Telephone: 01728 653974
Email: sizewellbtours@
edf-energy.com
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From The Headteacher...
The work, enthusiasm and energy of our students and staff 
continue to impress me.  I enjoy visiting lessons and I am delighted 
with the quality of the learning I observe.  I want students to 
become confident learners.  The Summer Term is, of course, 
always busy with external examinations and I hope that students 
will achieve the successful outcomes they deserve.  

I am equally impressed by the wider life of the school and I am 
grateful to staff who organise numerous trips, clubs, fixtures 
and other events.  All these extra-curricular opportunities enrich 
children’s lives and develop many valuable skills such as team 
building, problem solving and even resilience. I was able to see this 
first hand when I visited the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedition 
in Rendlesham Forest and  appreciated the support such activities 
receive from parents and governors.   The Easter Concert last term 
was a wonderful showcase for the talents of both students and 
staff, the audience enjoying a range of music in a performance 
that would rival the Last Night of the Proms. 

I would also like to record my thanks to the Friends of the School.   
Their ‘Murder Mystery’ event, for example, was entertaining whilst 
raising further funds.   As a result of their support we now have a 
fitness trail around the school. 

We have secured additional funding which will enhance the 

As the Head has written above, five long-serving members of 
staff will retire at the end of this term.   They have all contributed 
enormously to the success and development of Thomas Mills High 
School and in two cases one of  its predecessor institutions, Mills 
Grammar School.      

Janet Smith, teacher of Psychology and Co-ordinator of Health 
Education, has taught Science and Biology as well as Psychology 
during her time at Thomas Mills, in addition to organising costumes 
for school productions. Ian Smith was a Maths and Computer 
Studies teacher at both Mills Grammar School and Thomas Mills 
High School before being appointed ICT Manager. Mark Smith 
was Head of Biology and Senior First Aid Officer before becoming 
part-time. He has been a valued member of many school trips to 
France.  Graham Hillier joined the school as a Chemistry teacher in 
1980, before becoming Head of Chemistry. Members of staff will 
miss Mr Hillier’s extensive quiz knowledge and fine delivery of the 
Suffolk dialect whilst students will miss his orienteering expeditions 
during Activities Week and his White Elephant Stall at the Summer 
Fun Evening.

John Hibberd has served the school for 38 years as Head of 
History and Head of Sixth Form at Mills Grammar School before 

Long-serving members of staff retire

Philip Hurst

school site. One of the projects will include a Multi-Use Games Area 
and will also provide an additional resource for the Community.  
Students can look forward to several other improvements to the 
school facilities too.

At the end of term we will be saying ‘farewell’ to five members of 
staff who have clocked up 165 years between them!  They have 
all contributed enormously to the development and success of 
Thomas Mills High School. Thirty-eight of those years have come 
from John Hibberd MBE, our outstanding Deputy Headteacher 
(Curriculum).  We are sad to say goodbye to Mr Hibberd as well as 
to Ian Smith, Graham Hillier, Mark Smith and Janet Smith.  However, 
we wish them all the best for the future and thank them for their 
work inspiring generations of children (many of whom are now 
parents of the school themselves).

This is a school of exceptional quality and it is a privilege to be its 
Headteacher.  I think the future for all areas of the school is exciting, 
with new opportunities on the horizon.  Meanwhile, I hope that 
the summer holidays provide a chance for everyone to relax and 
enjoy a well-deserved rest.

continuing as Head of Sixth Form at Thomas Mills High School, 
becoming Deputy Headteacher in 1990.  John’s commitment to 
the school and students has been outstanding;  his responsibilities 
wide-ranging and varied, have embraced all areas of school life.  
For 35 years he has constructed the school timetable and he took 
the lead on applications for Technology College, Language College 
and Arts College status which, together with his work on Academy 
status, has brought great benefits to the school.  John has been a 
trustee of various school charities including The Mills Tercentenary 
Trust and will continue to be involved with a trust very close to his 
heart, he co-founded in 1986 – The Michael Sims Memorial Fund. 
John’s knowledge of the school’s history is both exhaustive and 
extensive and detailed in his book ‘Think on These Things’. The 
school’s archive of over 4000 documents and artefacts is one of the 
most complete school archives to be found anywhere.

It was fitting that John received an MBE for services to education in 
2011. His deep regard and affection for the school and its students 
and staff is evident.   In fact, many students, both past and present, 
have much for which to be grateful to John and quite rightly call 
him ‘The Legend’.



FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE

Retail Nursery and Farm Shop
The Street, Hacheston, Woodbridge

Tel. 01728 724589
FREE COFFEE

     Bring this advert when you visit and 
enjoy a free co� ee in ‘Co� ee Corner’.

Visit our website 
www.garnettsgardens.co.uk
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Two years ago, I chose to put my name forward for my family to be a host family for a People to People student 
ambassador as a part of their trip around the UK. Little did I know that two years on, I would be the one 
travelling  to the United States to visit and stay with the family of the student I had been paired up with. The 
girl who stayed with me was called Chelsea and after her visit I was able to stay in touch with her over the next 
two years. Last spring, I mentioned the fact that it would be great to meet the family, and spend more time 
with them, never dreaming that this Easter I would be boarding a plane to do just that.

We found many cultural differences between us, and there were a lot variations to the English we speak.   
I spent a day in school with Chelsea and I had the privilege of riding on the well-known yellow school bus 
both to and from school. I shadowed her throughout the day, and I found quite a number of differences 
between our schools. For example, I saw no sign of any assemblies going on, however, the principal made 
announcements in the morning over an intercom instead of notices in the register. To my advantage, there 
was no school uniform, so I did not end up sticking out like a sore thumb. Students were also entrusted with 
an Apple Mac Book for use around school and when instructed, in lessons. This meant that with an individual 
logon to an online site, students could find out their grades for recent assignments, (or homework) and take 
online tests when set them by their teacher. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my trip to America, and the time I spent when Chelsea visited the UK with People to 
People, and I have gained a friendship that will remain for a long time and have been fortunate to have had an 
amazing experience when visiting America. Helen Glasse, year 10

My People to People experience

French Exchange 2013
Thirty six pupils and four members of staff went on an exciting visit to France as part 
of the French Exchange and I am pleased to say that I was fortunate enough to be a 
part of this trip. During the week long getaway, the group visited many of France’s 
most interesting and beautiful national landmarks including the Eiffel Tower, the 
Louvre and the Avenue des Champs-Élysées.

It was a long tiring journey from Thomas Mills, but the next morning we awoke 
refreshed and set off early. We accompanied our partners to their school where we 
spent the morning enjoying their lessons and experiencing what school is like in another culture. Of course, going to the ‘nation of good 
wine’ would not be complete without sampling some of France’s best champagne which is where we spent the afternoon. Champagne 
tasting came as part of a tour through the cellars of a small champagne business in the suburbs of the champagne region around Epernay.

Over the weekend we had the opportunity to get acquainted with our host family and to become re-acquainted with our partners.  
During this period, I had the pleasure of joining the family on a visit to Reims and to visit a series of art museums which held several 
original Picasso sketches and Monet paintings. After touring the sights,  we headed home and spent the rest of the weekend seeing 
friends, playing intense games of Pictionary and meeting family relatives.

On Tuesday we journeyed to a renowned biscuit factory known as ‘Fossier’. Needless to say, we all enjoyed the splendid tour and the 
smells were delicious. We were also grateful to Miss Raven and Mrs Middleton for their translating as the staff at the biscuit factory were 
limited in their English.

Visiting Paris was my favourite day of our trip. The Louvre was spectacular, the Eiffel tower was stunning and to even start describing the 
sheer magnificence of the city is too great a challenge – I fell in love with this City! The day before travelling home we visited Disneyland 
Paris. Yes, while everyone else in Thomas Mills was working hard in lessons, we were enjoying roller-coaster rides, eating cotton candy 
and, quite frankly, having the time of our lives, as you are never too old to have a bit of childish fun!

So, as we drove home to our awaiting families, I sensed eagerness and anxiety run through every person, be it to see their parents, 
siblings or even pets. Without a doubt, everyone enjoyed the exchange and had a fantastic experience, but as we all know, there really is 
no place quite like home.

Year 8 student Athena Hanson-Aherne reports on a recent visit to France

Helen Glasse & her American  
friend Chelsea



Excursions
Private Hire
Mini Bus Hire

Thompsons Removals & Coach Hire Ltd - 12 The Knoll, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9DH

30 Bridge Street, Framlingham
Suff olk IP13 9AH

Telephone: 01728 621622
Open: Tue 9am-6pm, Wed 2pm-7.30pm, 

Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm

GREEN 
MAN

TUNSTALL
A traditional, family run inn offering 

good food and a warm welcome

Woodbridge Road, Tunstall, Woodbridge IP12 2JE

www.greenmantunstall.co.uk
01728 688351

the greenman tunstall@hotmail.co.uk
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On Thursday 7th February 2013 the year 11 Environmental 
Science students were lucky enough to visit the EcoTech Centre in 
Swaffham, West Norfolk – famous for its 220 ft wind turbine. The 
building itself is the largest timber framed building in the United 
Kingdom plus the only wind turbine that is open to the public in 
the whole world!
We began our trip in the theatre watching a video about the 
global changes the world will face unless we begin to take 
recycling more seriously, educating us about how to become 
more aware of the effects we have on the environment. To end 
the talk on a brighter note, we got to play the Recycling Game 
where we had to sort items into the correct recycling bins and 
beat the clock! 
After this, we split into two groups. One group endeavoured 
taking the Wind Turbine Challenge, where we were given the 
chance to construct our own wind turbine (model wind turbine 
of course).  We experimented with blade pitch and the number 
of blades used. After finding our favourite combination we then 
used a fan to find out the wind turbine’s optimum current output 
- but, safety first, wore goggles!  
We then took a short break to have lunch; we ate our lunch in 
the main entrance of the centre. Surprisingly, due to the glass 
windows and solar panelled roof this part of the  building was 
comfortably warm (without any heating) and bright, proving that 
you don’t need heaters to make a room roasting!
After a relaxing lunch, the two groups swapped around giving 

Business and Economics are subjects that have grown in 
popularity in schools across the UK and at Thomas Mills High 
School in particular. We currently have 104 A Level and 125 GCSE 
students studying the subjects. The breadth and depth of subjects 
offered can be viewed on the school web-site. Click on Curriculum 
and then on Humanities & Social Sciences to find the subject 
pages.  

each group the opportunity to 
experience each activity. It was our turn 
to take on the daunting task of climbing 
the 300 steps to the top of the turbine viewing platform. The five 
minute climb up the small spiral staircase was a lot harder than 
expected. There are two resting platforms inside the turbine and 
at one point, we were unsure if our entire group were going to be 
able to continue. However, it was all worth it when we got to the 
top! The stunning views of the Norfolk countryside were breath-
taking and outstanding; all that was left was the climb down and 
the coach journey back to Thomas Mills.
The trip helped us to gain a deeper understanding and 
knowledge of advantages and 
disadvantages of wind power, 
helping us to succeed in our 
controlled assessment the 
following week. Environmental 
Science is a completely new 
GCSE course and we are the first 
to study it at Thomas Mills.  Joe 
Western says,  “I am so happy I 
chose Environmental Science.  It’s 
a completely new way of learning 
which I thoroughly enjoy!” If you’re stuck on what to take in the 
future we highly recommend Environmental Science! 
 Anna Meaden and Alice Vincent, year 11

As part of the PSHE curriculum, the department also delivers 
money management lessons to all of year 11, preparing them for 
successfully managing their personal finances. Topics covered 
include current accounts, debit and credit cards, investments, 
mortgages/renting and pensions. 
Students’ first contact with Business Studies occurs during the 
year 9 Options process, with the first teaching in year 10. As this 
is a new subject area, students are generally engaged with it 
and many go on to study Business or Economics at A Level. A 
great number of our A Level students continue to Business based 
degrees at University, where there are a wide variety of  

Business and Economics

Environmental students  
visit EcoTech Centre



h. g. crisp

27 HIGH STREET, SAXMUNDHAM • TEL: 01728 602026026

Huge Stationery range, Computer accessories and repair service, 
Toys for all ages, Greetings and special occasion cards, Games for grown 

ups and not so grown up, Playing cards, cribbage boards & more.

Now a DHL service point where you can send and receive parcels 
from. Competitive rates and full parcel tracking end to end.

MORE THAN JUST A SHOP!

One of the largest suppliers of art 
materials in the area.

9 Pembroke Road, Framlingham, Su
 olk IP3 9HA

 07500 105101

rob@robpearcearchitect.co.uk

Wortwell Mill. Client: Dr Paul Brown

MIDDLETON 
GARAGE

All makes & Models Welcome
Servicing, Repairs, MOT’s

Exhausts, Brakes, Batteries
Tyres, Air Con & Body Repairs
Diagnostics, Clutches, Tuning

A member of Good Garage.com Scheme

Leiston Road, Saxmundham IP17 3NS

Tel: 01728 648859
www.themiddletongaragesaxmundham.co.uk
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On Wednesday 17th April, eight students from years eight, 
ten and eleven travelled to London to record a charity 
single that will soon be on sale nation-wide.  Along with 
fifty-five students from Woodbridge School, through which 
this fantastic opportunity was made available, the students 
travelled to Angel Studios in Islington. Artists who have 
recently recorded there include:  The Wanted, Jessie J, One 
Direction, Paloma Faith, The XX and Labyrinth – to name just 
a few! Musical scores have also been recorded for various 
television shows such as ‘Call the Midwife’ and ‘Britain’s Got 
Talent’.
‘One World, One Song’ was written to support the work of 
The Hunger Project, a charity organisation that promotes the 
sustainable ending of world hunger. The single was released 
just in time for World Hunger Day on 28th May. 
Students were given the remarkable opportunity to work 
with professionals in the business. Annie Skates has been a 
vocal coach on ‘The X Factor’, and led everybody through 
the recording. Students also got the opportunity to compare 
notes with Joe McElderry, past winner of ‘The X Factor’, as his 
is the male solo voice on the single, and he stayed to listen to 
the recording take place and wish everybody well.
Everybody worked really hard and found out a lot about 
the repetitive nature of recording sessions! The final result 
was well worth the effort. Find out just how good it is by 
purchasing a copy of your own!
The recording session was also filmed for a potential future 

        Students from Thomas Mills and Woodbridge School in the studio 

documentary on The Hunger Project – so watch this space! To 
find out more about The Hunger Project, visit www.thp.org. 
To receive more information about the charity and ‘One World, 
One Song’, follow @oneworldonesong, @worldhungerday 
and @hungerprojectuk on Twitter, and ‘like’ The Hunger 
Project UK Facebook page.

A treat for Kiszanth
Year 9 student Kiszanth Paramisavam enjoyed having a spin 
in an Audi 8 as part of ‘Make a Wish’, a charity which enables 
children with serious illnesses to have a special treat.

continued from page 4
different courses to choose from. Others go into employment  
after A Levels, where they embark on a career, taking professional 
examinations, in areas such as accountancy, insurance or 
marketing. Once completed, these are considered degree level on 
the National Qualifications Framework.

Business is part of everyday life.  Students are already consumers; 
they will probably work in a job where business skills will be 
needed or they could run their own business. In the current 
economic climate ‘Business Skills are Life Skills’.

David Webb, Head of Business & Economics

Thomas Mills Students Raise Their Voices For Charity

Business and Economics



WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

The Granary 
NURSERY SCHOOL
FRAMLINGHAM  Est.1992

Situated on a working farm, we o� er 
an exciting and stimulating 
experience for 2-5 year olds. 
★  Fun indoor & outdoor learning activities
★  Delicious home cooked meals
★  Experienced professional sta� 
★   A safe & happy environment

Don’t miss out! Contact Allie or Linda on 

         01728 621105 
allie.green@thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

www.thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

TOR is an 
innovation consultancy 

We specialise in:
✦  new business
✦  new markets
✦  new thinking

Check us out at 
www.torfinancial.com
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On Wednesday 13th March the Year 9 Spanish group enjoyed a fabulous 
day out to the Spanish tapas restaurant “La Tasca” in Norwich.  The students 
spent the day practising their new Spanish words and phrases, conversing 
with a local Spanish waitress, as well as ordering and sampling traditional 
Spanish cuisine like paella, albondigas (Spanish meatballs),  tortilla Española 
(Spanish Omelette), patatas bravas (Spanish potatoes in tomato sauce) and 
pescado blanco frito (fish Spanish style).   

 The students commented:

“Before we tried the food, the chef gave us a cooking lesson.  He taught us 
how to make paella, which was really fun and made all of us really hungry.  
After he made it we all tried the paella and, as he was cooking, a colleague 
was explaining to us in Spanish what they eat and where all the ingredients 
come from. They also talked about the paella and its origins; where it was 
from and how it started and about Spanish culture.  Afterwards we had 
our main meals.  We had tortilla Española, albondigas, croquetas de pollo, 
pescado blanco frito and more. It was a very good trip. When it came to our 
drinks, we had to order them ourselves like the rest of the food, and at the 
end of our trip we had churros to share, which are little doughnuts that we 
dipped in chocolate with marshmallows and strawberries. They were very 
tasty. By the end of the trip we were very full and we said a very big thank 
you to the restaurant staff who were very nice.” 

Eliot Evans, Lucy Tappenden and Sophie Leek, year 9.

On 15th February a group of students ranging from year 8 to Upper 
Sixth started the long coach journey to Livigno, Italy. We were very 
lucky to have brilliant skiing conditions which allowed us six fantastic 
skiing days with fresh powder every morning.

Everyone improved throughout the week with the help of five 
British ski guides/instructors. The hotel supplied us with plenty of 
pizza, pasta and other Italian cuisine;  the food pleased everyone 
and there certainly wasn’t a hungry moment. After each day we had 
the opportunity to take part in a range of activities such as bowling, 
tobogganing, a disco night, shopping and ice skating, or sitting out 
enjoying a hot chocolate and a Ritta sport chocolate bar.   

We had a great time.   For your opportunity to take part in next year’s 
ski trip to Cepina, Italy, ask the main office or Mr Harding for a letter.

Olivia Smith and Abi Matheson-Barr, Lower Sixth.

Spanish Language Lunch

SKI Trip
2013 LIVORNO,

ITALY



How the Careers Fair helped me 

P.Tuckwell LtdP.Tuckwell Ltd

Suppliers of John Deere, JCB, 
Vaderstad & most other 

leading makes of machinery

Shop Street, Worlingworth,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7HU

T: 01728 628325
E: worlingworth@tuckwell.co.uk

W: www.tuckwell.co.uk Unit 2, Runway Farm, Parham Airfi eld, Parham, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9AF

Tel: 01728 663768
e-mail: steve@athenatech.co.uk www.athenatech.co.uk

Providing a fl exible diverse and effi cient 
precision engineering service for a wide 
range of industries throughout the UK. Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates, 

Woods & Karndean supplied 
& fi tted.

34 High Street, Wickham Market

Telephone: 01728 746416

www.peterhallflooring.co.uk

PETER 
HALL 

FLOORING
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On Thursday 7 February Thomas Mills High School held its 
annual Careers Fair. Thirty-two organisations attended this 
year, representing a wide range of career sectors, as well as 
local colleges, training providers and gap year organisations.  
The event was again targeted at pupils in Years 8 and 9 to help 
with their option choices, and at pupils higher up the school 
to assist with their post 16 and post 18 planning.  The main 
aim of the evening was to introduce pupils to as broad a range 
as possible of careers and the training routes open to them.  
Many thanks to all the representatives who gave up their time 
to attend and support the event.

My thoughts and ideas about my future career were very 
hazy as I had mixed ideas about what I would like to do for a 
job. I gave a few things some thought such as accountancy, 
insurance, something to do with agricultural engineering and 
a few other things but none of them really jumped out at me as 
something I would like to pursue as a long-term career. 

I went to a careers fair at the school in Year 9 and looked around 
a few stands but again nothing in particular stood out.  I then 
went to another of the careers fairs around the start of Year 10 
and looked (in a bit more detail) at a few more of the options 
available to me in the future. I came across what looked like a 
company involved with oil rigs, and was a bit reluctant to find 
out more to start with, as it wasn’t something that I imagined 
myself doing and I had never been that interested in ships 
and rigs before. Nonetheless, I enquired about the business 
and their industry and found that the company, Seajacks, is 
involved in off-shore wind farm construction and their ships 
are ‘self-propelled jack-up vessels’, which basically 
means they are sophisticated floating platforms 
that have four jacks on each corner allowing the 
vessel to be raised above the sea’s surface which 
provides a stable platform for safe construction of 
wind turbines. This changed my opinion greatly 
about the off-shore industry and so I took some 
details from Seajacks and gave it some more 
thought.

Oliver Le-Roy reports on how a visit to the Careers Fair helped him to discover a new career

CAREERS FAIR 2013
If current employment trends continue, young people will 
face a much greater challenge in the labour market than in 
previous generations and will need to be far more flexible 
and creative in their applications.  They will need to consider 
their futures seriously which makes events such as the Careers 
Fair very important. One of our pupils, Oliver Le-Roy, made 
contacts at the Careers Fair in 2012, which led on to work 
experience and now employment with training. Read on to 
find out how it all linked together.  

Jane Wheeler, Careers and Work Experience Co-ordinator

I ended up trying to secure a work experience place with 
Seajacks for the allocated week that the school provides in the 
summer.  Unfortunately the company was moving offices at the 
time and I was unable to do work experience in school term 
time but I really wanted to find out more about the company 
and did some work experience with them in the summer 
holidays.  I was shown around one of their vessels and ended 
up taking an interest in the navigational side of the vessel up 
in the bridge where manoeuvring of the ship takes place. I 
was told I needed to secure sponsorship from a company to 
do a cadetship at college which would then allow me to be a 
navigational officer. Seajacks have said that they will sponsor 
me to go to college which basically means they will pay all of 
my tuition fees and accommodation fees and, if all goes well, 
provide me with a job at the end of it.  I am currently in the 
process of finding the best nautical college to go to and will 
hopefully start studying next September.

The Thomas Mills careers fairs really helped me in 
discovering a new career by providing me with a wide 
range of options that allowed me to find something 
new  which I wouldn’t have thought of before,  and  has 
enabled me to pursue a career in the merchant navy. 
Obviously it won’t work as directly for all people as it 
did for me, but the careers fair certainly helps to open 
up a wide range of careers and broaden your visions for 
the future.



Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

E W REVETT & SON
“The” Butchers

High Class Butchers & Poultry
Our Pork Sausages a Speciality

High Street, Wickham Market 
Suffolk IP13 ORA

Tel: 01728 746263

Richard N. Doy
MOTOR ENGINEERS & GARAGE SERVICES

Tel: 01728 747333
After Hours: 01728 723181

Mobile: 07957 828604
THE PADDOCKS GARAGE

HACHESTON, WOODBRIDGE

•  MOT REPAIRS 
•  SERVICING
•  BODYWORK
•  RECOVERY

2 Potash Cottages
Stump Street, 
Pettistree, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP13 0JB

Quality childcare 0-5 years. Est. 1991.
Very Experienced & Qualifi ed Staff

Nursery Grant Funding for 3 & 4 year olds
Open 8.00am - 6.00pm, fl exible sessions
Excellent Ofsted Report. Large Garden. 

First session free!

Tel: 01728 747985
www.presmeredaynursery.co.uk

Presmere Day Nursery
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With nerves and excitement in the air, Lucy Beamish and I 
performed a dance sequence in the Performance Studio. We 
had practised daily, hoping our hard work would pay off. The 
tension was building  as we took our place  waiting for the lights 
to go up and the music to start. Enjoying every moment, with 
smiles on our faces, we managed to perform the whole routine 
without any mistakes.  Our favourite part was the audience’s 
response to our dance.
Natalie Cardin and Lucy Beamish, year 7

We were a part of this year’s Thomas Mills Dance Show. We 
thought it was a fantastic experience and we all really enjoyed 

Despite the atrocious weather and never-ending winter, the 
hardy sportsmen and women of Thomas Mills battled with 
the elements in a full programme of competitive fixtures. Of 
particular note, the U14 footballers, coached by Mr Bubb and Mr 
Pope, reached the semi-final of the County Cup, losing narrowly 
2-1 away to Bungay in March.   This has been another successful 
season for the squad.
The U14s, U13s and U12s rugby teams reached the County Finals 
this year, finishing 4th, 6th and 5th respectively. This is a great 
achievement for all the teams and hopefully all squads can build 
on this for next season.
Unfortunately, The U16 Girls Hockey team lost 1-0 in the County 
Cup Final but the U16 Boys won 3-1 on penalties against Thomas 
Gainsborough School, Great Cornard.
The Northern Area Trampolining Competition at Alde Valley 
School, Leiston, took place in March – the U16 and U14 squads 
finished 4th and 6th respectively.
Several individual students have done particularly well in their 
chosen sports: Charlie Smith, year 9, has completed another 

Dance 
Show

Students awarded Sports Colours 2012-2013

Students  report on the 
Thomas Mills Dance Show 
which took place in April.

being part of the show. All credit  to Mrs West.   She helped 
us with our dances and she encouraged us to do the best we 
could in each dance. When we went to practise our dances at 
lunch-times, she told us what we had to change and this made 
our dances much more interesting. We were all nervous on the 
night but the only thing she said was to do our best and just to 
have fun. We also thank Miss Lambert for encouraging us before 
each dance. It was a very enjoyable experience and we were all 
glad and happy that we were a part of it.

Anjel, Aneetta, Aleena and Aneesha Shibu-Mathew, year 8 
Athira Sarangan, year 9 and Anu Raveendran, year 10

season as part of the Ipswich Town Football Academy.  Henry 
Dewar and Aron Miller, both year 9, have been involved in the 
U14 County Rugby squad this year.
Philip Bubb, PE Department.

SPORTS NEWS



A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

PLATINUM 
Tyre & Exhaust Centre
Winters on the way, 

ensure your tyres are safe!
All makes and brands to suit every pocket. No Hidden 
extras. Free puncture repairs for the life of the tyre 
when purchased from Platinum Tyre & Exhaust.
Give us a try - you won’t be disappointed!

OPEN Mon -Fri 8.30 -17.30 Sat: 8.30-13.30
Unit 4, St John’s Road, Saxmundham IP17 1WE

Call 01728 604683 or 07760 785845

Selling a wide range of multi 
fuel/woodburners, variety of 

fi replaces, chimney fl ue fi tting 
and full installation service.

01728 621 212

Crown and Anchor Lane, Framlingham, Woodbridge IP13 9BL

THE FIRE PLACE • FRAMLINGHAM

VISIT US AT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 
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The School Music Competition reached 
its conclusion in February when students 
who had been successful in the various 
heats took part in the Winners Concert.  
Adjudicators Colin Virr and Giles 
Brightwell had a difficult task in selecting 
winners and runners-up in the three 
categories. In addition, an overall Senior 
Young Musician of the Year, Charlotte 
Poole, and Junior Young Musician of the 
Year, Katie Russell, were chosen.

The year 7 Class Singing Competition 
was also a successful event, enjoyed by 
students and staff alike. The atmosphere 
of friendly rivalry helped to produce some 
fine individual and class performances.

At the end of term, approximately 150 
students from all years were involved in 
the Easter Concert at St Michael’s Church.   
All the major school ensembles took part 
with particularly impressive performances 
from the Senior Choir and 1st Orchestra 
and equally impressive solo performances 
from Maisie Hulbert, Victoria Barker and 
Katie Payn. 

Richard Hanley, Director of Music

Three boys from Thomas 
Mills and two from Sir Robert 
Hitcham’s Primary School who 
are all members of Jubilee 
Opera will take a major role in 
the celebrations for Benjamin 
Britten’s Centenary. They 
will perform Britten’s Church 
Parables, ‘Curlew River’, ‘The 
Prodigal Son’ and ‘The Burning 
Fiery Furnace’ at the Hermitage, 
St Petersburg, as well as in Orford, 
as part of the Aldeburgh Festival, 
and Southwark Cathedral, as part 
of the City of The City of London 
Festival.  What an amazing 
opportunity!

Music News...

D I D  Y O U 
K N O W ? . . .
•  the timetable at Thomas Mills High 
School requires 1,539 lessons to be 
scheduled  each week

• 3,345 individual pupil option choices in 
years 9-13 have to be allocated

•  timetables have to be arranged for 81 
staff

Russia beckons for talented singers

From left to right: Theo Christie, Will Rose, Otto 
Richardson, Alfie Evans and Lucas Evans.
Photo:  Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times.

Senior Choir during rehearsals for the Easter concert

Charlotte Poole – Senior  
Young Musician of the Year

Frank Evans, runner-up in the grade IV 
– VI category and Katie Russell, Junior 
Young Musician of the Year 

1st Orchestra during rehearsals for the Easter concert



30 Bridge Street, Framlingham
Suff olk IP13 9AH

Telephone: 01728 621622
Open: Tue 9am-6pm, Wed 2pm-7.30pm, 

Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm

The Old 
Mill House

Traditional Suffolk Country Inn 

Good friendly Service
Large Dining Room & Garden

Children Welcome
Carvery Seven Days a Week

01728 685064
SAXTEAD GREEN, NR FRAMLINGHAM, 

WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK IP13 9QE

FRAM D.I.Y. 
For all your D.I.Y. & 

Building Requirements

01728 723505
23-25 Station Road, Framlingham IP13 9EA

• Traditional Village Inn
• Home cooked food • Real Ales

• Private functions
• En-Suite Rooms • Ample parking

• Oak beams and open fi res

 The Street, Cretingham, Su� olk IP13 7BJ

01728 685419
email: cretinghambell@btconnect.com
web:www.cretinghambell.co.uk

10

EXPEDITION TO AFRICA 
READY FOR TAKE OFF

The preparations for the school’s expedition to Africa continue 
apace and the participants are putting the final touches to 
their training and ensuring that all the necessary equipment 
is ready and arrangements have been completed. The group 
headed to the Peak District at Easter and went through their 
paces under the watchful eyes of Outlook Expedition Leaders 
Harriet and Joanne who will be leading the group alongside staff 
members Miss Osiow and Messrs Bostock, Bubb and Chittock.  
Despite the cold weather everyone enjoyed themselves and 
successfully completed the various challenges of the weekend – 
naturally enough  everyone was looking forward to the warmer 
temperatures  when the group heads to Africa in July. 

A key element of the trip will be the community project based at 
the Butterfly Tree charity, an NGO based near Mukuni Village near 
Victoria Falls where the teams will be working alongside local 
people to build a school shop. The Butterfly Tree Charity supports 

communities in Zambia which have been 
affected by HIV and AIDS, providing 
safe water and health and education 
programmes. Founder (Jane Kaye-Bailey) 
is looking forward to hosting the group 
and is keen to develop an on-going link 
with the school for future expeditions.   
In addition to the community project 
the group will be undertaking treks, 
travelling to various parts of Zambia and 
experiencing a safari in Botswana – it 
is an exciting venture for all concerned 
and a full report will appear in the next 
edition of Outlook.                                                                                                                   

Dennis Tattoo,    
Expedition Co-ordinator

Another Busy Year for the Duke  
of Edinburgh's Award Scheme
This year 45 pupils have undertaken their Silver Award and 
another 70 are taking part in the Bronze Award – which has made 
it a very busy year for all those involved!

The 70 participants set out on their bronze assessed expedition 
the weekend after the Easter holidays.  Due to the numbers 
involved the group was split in two. Half started their expeditions 
at Snape Maltings led by Miss Cresdee and her team, the other 
half in Melton under the guidance of Mr Halls and his band 
of merry men and women. Both groups walked to Tangham 
Campsite in Rendlesham Forest to camp for the night and then 
walked on to either Melton or Snape Maltings the following 
day.  For possibly the first time ever in the history of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award at Thomas Mills it remained dry throughout 
the expedition, with some of the participants and Mr Pope 
getting very sunburnt!

Despite a few navigational errors,  all participants impressed the 
four assessors involved enough to pass their expedition sections.  
The chief assessor, Ralda Rodgers, emailed the following week to 
say:  “Many thanks for a very well-organised weekend;  it was a 
pleasure to be a part of it.  The young people were a real credit to 
the school."

The participants enjoyed showing off their cooking skills to Mr 
Hurst when he visited the camp for a couple of hours in the 
evening, although he did turn down the opportunity to eat 
supper with them.  Seemingly, badly cooked pasta topped with 
cheese slices and salami wasn’t very appealing!  

Due to the large numbers of participants involved, Miss Cresdee 
had to rely on others to make it happen. A massive thank you 
must go out to all the “Competent Adults” who  voluntarily gave 
up their time to be involved. 

At the time of writing we are all 
keeping our fingers crossed that the 
Silver Assessed Expeditions, will have 
been  equally as successful. If anyone 
is interested in helping out with the 
expeditions or has any unwanted 
camping equipment they would like to 
donate,  please contact Miss Cresdee.  

Rebecca Cresdee,  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 
Co-ordinator



D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? . . .
• The Friends of Thomas Mills ‘Murder Mystery Evening’ raised £1,904.

• 300+ runners took part in the Inter-House Cross Country Competition.

•  Year 11 student Jamie Rose has become a member of The National Youth Theatre.

•  In the January module, Year 11 Science students achieved a staggering 100% A* - C.

Junior 3 Day Summer Courses
24/25/26 July or 28/29/30 August 

These 3 day courses run from 10am - 3pm, 
are ideally aimed at 9-13 year olds - cost 

£30 for each day or £75 for the whole 3 days
Please call or email for more info or to book

01394 383480    
mail@doctorgolf.co.uk

Ufford Park Hotel Golf & Spa 
• Woodbridge •
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SUFFOLK SCHOOLS SAILING REGATTA 2012

The School Council was established in 1996 – and comprises 
two separate bodies – a Lower School Council and Upper School 
Council.  It runs as a formal meeting with an agenda and chairman. 
Minutes are taken on a rota basis by a volunteer pupil and these 
minutes are then issued to all the members of the committee 
who discuss them with their forms.  At the start of the year, the 
form tutor asks for a form representative;  if there is more than 
one volunteer, there is a vote to decide who should be elected.   
The person chosen attends meetings with the committee and is 
responsible to feed back to their form.
The School Councils are made up of:  The Chairman – Mr Hurst, The 
Senior Tutor – Mrs Baker, Heads of Year, a pupil rep from each form 
in years 10 and 11, for the Upper Scool Council, lower school pupil 
reps from years 8 and 9.
This year at School Council we were privileged to welcome the 
arrival of our new Headteacher, Mr Hurst.  It was interesting to see 
what his first impressions of the school were but most importantly 
what he was going to change. Maintaining the high standard of 

New Sports  
Facilities  
for 2013/14 
As Mr Hurst mentions in his message, the 
tennis court area behind the Sports Hall 
will be transformed to a carpeted multi-
use games area (MUGA)  As well as the 
new surface, new fencing and new posts 
and nets for tennis and netball will be 
purchased. Other grant applications have 
been submitted to allow the facility to be 
floodlit enabling more extra-curricular and 
community use.
This work will take place over the summer 
holiday period, along with other works to 
install new windows throughout the west 
block as well as major works to upgrade 
electrical services throughout the school.
Thomas Jarrett, School Business Manager

For more details on hiring our 
existing sports facilities or to 
express an interest in hiring the new 
facility, please contact Sandra Coe, 
Sports Centre Co-ordinator scoe@
thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk

On 15th March everyone in the school took part in what we, as Sixth Formers, are 
regarding as arguably the most successful single-day event in the school’s history.    
Through the spectacular contributions, work and effort of the Sixth Form, teachers and 
lower school, we managed to raise a phenomenal record breaking total of £3,480.14!   

Memorable moments included the Sixth Form climbing Mount Kilimanjaro at least twice 
by climbing up and down the equivalent height in staircases, the Great School Bake Off, 
won by Molly Boggis in year 11, a stunning Charity Concert with a fashion show by a 
beautifully attired array of prominent staff. The theme of the staff costumes was ‘Back to 
the 80s’ which, as expected, produced some glorious wigs.   

The two pupils who raised the most amount of money by fundraising were Hannah 
Whiteley and Erica Nathan in year 8, who raised £212.30 between them (budding Alan 
Sugars, we’re sure!). The vast majority of the total raised will go directly to Comic Relief, 
with a proportion going to charities the school supports annually.    

Overall, many thanks to everyone. You’re all wonderful, generous people and, of course, 
we aim to raise even more next year! Patrick Brooks and the Upper Sixth Team. 

What does the School Council do? 

CHARITY DAY

 education at the school is still his first priority. However, he does 
have some new visions for the school infrastructure. These include 
building a canopy from the school building to the entrance of the 
canteen.  This would mean that you won’t need an umbrella when 
you go to lunch and would also provide an extra sheltered area to 
put your bags so your books remain as dry as your hair! Thank you, 
Mr Hurst, for investigating this.
At our last meeting we were fortunate to meet one of the catering 
staff as well as one of the directors of EATS, which provides the 
service in the canteen. We discussed a variety of issues, such 
as cost and menu options, and were agreed that fellow pupils 
would take to their new ‘sub sandwich’, designed to be ordered 
in advance and picked up at lunchtime. The team was pleased to 
hear how much we like the food at school. They also took on board 
our suggestions, including a card system which they said had been 
introduced in some other schools successfully.   If it is brought 
in, parents will be able to pay online and track their child’s eating 
habits!  
Mabel McCabe, year 10 and Shuling Appleby, year 11



Thomas Mills High School

When contacting our advertisers please mention that you saw 
their advertisement in our magazine.

To advertise please call Helen on 01284 830001

would like thank all of the advertisers in 
this magazine for their continued support.

LJC

Unit 2, Redhouse Farm, Cransford, Woodbridge, Sufolk IP13 9NY

We have been giving a quality and attention to detail service in Framlingham 
for over 25 years. We cover all aspects of building work from new building to 

modi� cation, enlargement and refurbishment of existing properties.

To discuss your requirements and secure a quotation call 

01728 66 33 16 or email len@ljcbuilding.co.uk

REGISTERED BUSINESS

BUILDING SERVICES LTD

THE WOODBRIDGE 
CARPET CO.
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T:  
www.woodbridgecarpets.co.uk

Special Offers and 
Free Fittings

on many ranges
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� SERVICING & REPAIRS  
All types of car & light commercial

� MOT PREPARATION  
� TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

� LASER TRACKING 
� Horseboxes serviced & prepared for MOT  

� Trailers serviced and repaired 
UNIT 2, MONK SOHAM HALL, SCHOOL ROAD, MONK SOHAM
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LEW JONES
MOTOR ENGINEER

Established 30 years

Framlingham’s 
Finest Coaching Inn.

14 bedrooms, 
restaurant, bar and 

function room
Tel 01728 723521

E: MAIL@FRAMLINGHAMCROWN.CO.UK
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