
Kirby House, 20 The Thoroughfare
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1AQ
Telephone: 01728 622330

•   Estate Agents
•   Residential Sales
•   Residential Lettings
•   Valuers/Surveyors
•   Town & Country Homes

Cli�  House Holiday Park, Minsmere Road, Dunwich, Saxmundham, Su� olk IP17 3DQ

• LODGES • HOLIDAY HOME SALES  • SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 
• CAMPING & TOURING • SUPERB BAR & RESTAURANT • SUNDAY CARVERY
• FULL WEDDING LICENCE  • Wedding Receptions and catering also available

Located at Dunwich on the Su� olk Heritage Coast 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Surrounded by National Trust land with beach and 
direct access from the Park. We are also adjacent 
to the Famous Minsmere Bird reserve. 

www.cli� householidays.co.uk
e: info@cli� householidays.co.uk

01728 648282

1

outlook
INSIDE   • 'Toys R Us' • Sports Tour to Holland • Les Misérables  • Le Petit Déjeuner Français

www.thomasmills.suffolk.sch.uk

The magazine of Thomas Mills High School

Spring 2013

Cambridge beckons for Upper Sixth students



Foxearth Lodge
Nursing Home

Telephone: 01728 685599
Email: admin@foxearthlodge.co.uk

www.foxearthlodge.co.uk

All Inclusive Care

BROADWATER
CAR SALES

Car and Van Sales • Servicing - All makes
MOT preparation & testing (Free Retest)

Repairs • Vehicle Recovery

CARS • COMMERCIALS
CLASS IV & VII

Discount on servicing and MOT’s
on production of this advert

Woodbridge Road, Framlingham

T: 01728 621137
tonystearn@hotmail.co.uk
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From The Headteacher...
I am delighted to have joined the school as Headteacher and  I 
have had a warm welcome from students and staff.  Before joining 
Thomas Mills, my career had taken me to schools in Essex and 
Cambridgeshire.  These schools had a good track-record of school 
improvement as well as high expectations.

On 8th January I led the traditional Thomas Mills Day assemblies.  
It was a good opportunity for the whole school to make that 
important connection between the present and the future 
illustrated in readings about Thomas Mills  from our Head Girl, 
Connie Jeffery and Head Boy, Gareth Turner.  There is much that 
can be learnt from the life and legacy of Thomas Mills; he taught 
us the importance of leadership and education,  as well as making 
a contribution to the wider community.  Many of these attributes 
are reflected in the school’s Charter of Values.      

During my first few weeks I made a point of visiting a number of 
lessons and  was very pleased to see some high-quality learning, 
including good examples of students working both independently 
as well as co-operatively.  I am privileged to lead a great team of 
staff; their commitment to the pupils through extra-curricular 
activities as well as their focus on  achievement is exceptional.

The term has started with many students sitting external 
examinations.  Whilst we all await these results,  I have been 
impressed with some of the outcomes  from previous examinations 
and I congratulate all concerned.  However, many examinations 
take place in May and June for which there is, I am afraid, no 
substitute for hard work alongside regular and varied revision.  

By the time of publication I will have met representatives from the 
School Council.  I am a strong advocate of student leadership and  
I am looking forward to hearing their views which will continue to 
inform the development of the school.  Such a perspective brings 
with it responsibilities and, for all students, self-discipline should 
be the ideal.   

‘Business as usual’ has been one of my key messages.  I am looking 
forward to meeting a number of parents as well as the wider 
community.  The main question I am asked is, “What changes will 
I make?”  My response is that education is always changing and 
successful organisations are always looking forward.  However, I 
would want to assure you that any changes will be considered 
carefully as they will need to build on the school’s impressive 
track-record of achievement.   Teaching and learning must always 
be the main priorities. 

In addition to Mr Hurst, two other new members of staff 
joined Thomas Mills in January. Pictured right are Dr 

Josephine Gibson, Head of Psychology and Mr Richard Giffin, 
Head of Geography.

New Staff at  
Thomas Mills

Philip Hurst

Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times



FRAM TYRES

01728 724 250

COMPLETE CAR
MAINTENANCE

Whatever 
your needs...
... we make 

the best feeds

Charnwood Milling Company Ltd, Framlingham, IP13 9PT
T: 01728 622300   F: 01728 724359    E: orders@charnwood-milling.co.uk

www.charnwood-milling.co.uk

CHARNWOOD
Retail Nursery and Farm Shop
The Street, Hacheston, Woodbridge

Tel. 01728 724589
FREE COFFEE

     Bring this advert when you visit and 
enjoy a free co� ee in ‘Co� ee Corner’.

Visit our website 
www.garnettsgardens.co.uk
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Michael Worley, pictured left, was awarded a prestigious 
Arkwright Engineering Scholarship recently at a ceremony hosted 
by the Institution of Engineering & Technology, Savoy Place, 
London. 

The Arkwright Engineering Scholarships support young people 
from across the UK who have the potential to be industry’s 
future leaders in engineering and design. During their sixth-form 
studies, Scholars receive £600 to support their technical courses 
and have access to a range of exciting opportunities to learn 
more about engineering, such as mentoring and company visits. 
The school also receives £400 per scholar.

Scholars are selected following a rigorous selection process 
comprising a detailed application form, a two-hour aptitude 
exam and an interview hosted at a top engineering university. 

John Chapman, Head of Design and Technology

MICHAEL WORLEY RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS 
ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP

Six Upper Sixth students have been delighted to receive offers from Cambridge University, dependent upon successful 
completion of their A Levels.  This is very similar to last year’s impressive admissions round.   A selection process involving 
items such as extra written tests, school written work and a rigorous interview process resulted in the following outcomes:

Ninety nine of the current Upper Sixth have submitted university applications for entry in 2013/2014, representing 80% of the year 
group.  Students have not been deterred from applying to university by the rise in tuition fees;  a high proportion have already received 
offers for a diverse range of courses at universities from all points of the compass.  For example:  Medicine at Birmingham, Law at Stirling, 
Classics at Exeter, Forensic Science at Kent, Ancient History at Durham, Transport at Loughborough, Zoology at Bangor and Languages at 
Warwick.

An increasing number of students are also expressing an interest in apprenticeship routes and making ‘double’ applications, hoping 
to be able to make final decisions when job vacancies and grades become clearer later in the year.  The job market is very quiet at the 
moment for A Level recruitment.   Additionally, some students are investigating the possibility of completing undergraduate study 
abroad where, in some cases, tuition fees are significantly cheaper.  Whatever their final choices, the breadth and range of opportunities 
available to, and chosen by, students increases every year. 
         John Jennings, Head of Sixth Form

Hugh Cavanagh Mathematics Pembroke College

Cailin Phoenix Anglo-Saxon Norse & Celtic Newnham College

Patrick Brooks Classics Fitzwilliam College

Megan Hutchings Natural Sciences, Biological Murray Edwards College

Connor Milne Law Magdelene College

Maisie Hulbert Music Christ’s College

University Applications and Cambridge Success



Excursions
Private Hire
Mini Bus Hire

Thompsons Removals & Coach Hire Ltd - 12 The Knoll, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9DH

30 Bridge Street, Framlingham
Suff olk IP13 9AH

Telephone: 01728 621622
Open: Tue 9am-6pm, Wed 9.30-7.30, 

Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm

Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411
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'Toys R US'
Professional toy designers Roger Limbrick and Marion 
Hine initially contacted Mr Hirst to express their concern 
that the technical and creative aspects of the curriculum 
may suffer as a result of the school’s move to Academy 
Status. The Design and Technology Department was 
keen to provide reassurance that subjects like DT remain 
an essential part of the curriculum for every pupil 
from year seven to year eleven. Ms Emma Thompson 
contacted Roger and Marion who consequently 
volunteered to provide the initial stimulus for a 
controlled assignment to be undertaken by DT resistant 
materials GCSE pupils in year ten. 
Roger and Marion, who have designed toys for such 
well-known names as Galt and Brio, showed pupils 
examples of their designs and discussed the issues 
involved in designing toys that both educate and amuse 
children. 
Following this excellent start to their assignments, 
pupils then produced and modelled their own 
educational toy designs and eventually made 
prototypes using woods, metals and plastics. The 
innovation shown in the designs and the quality of the 
products produced clearly showed that the creative and 
technical aspects of the curriculum at Thomas Mills have 
not been compromised by the move to Academy Status.

John Chapman 
Head of Design and Technology

Roger and Marion discuss their designs with year ten pupils

Abbie uses the router on her marble run

Robert puts the finishing touches to his toy car

Blane turns up a part on the lathe

After using the laser cutter Letty adds some 
finishing touches with the pyrography tool

Marion and Emily investigate toy design

THE FINISHED TOYS



h. g. crisp

27 HIGH STREET, SAXMUNDHAM • TEL: 01728 602026026

Huge Stationery range, Computer accessories and repair service, 
Toys for all ages, Greetings and special occasion cards, Games for grown 

ups and not so grown up, Playing cards, cribbage boards & more.

Now a DHL service point where you can send and receive parcels 
from. Competitive rates and full parcel tracking end to end.

MORE THAN JUST A SHOP!

One of the largest suppliers of art 
materials in the area.

9 Pembroke Road, Framlingham, Su
 olk IP3 9HA

 07500 105101

rob@robpearcearchitect.co.uk

Wortwell Mill. Client: Dr Paul Brown

MIDDLETON 
GARAGE

All makes & Models Welcome
Servicing, Repairs, MOT’s

Exhausts, Brakes, Batteries
Tyres, Air Con & Body Repairs
Diagnostics, Clutches, Tuning

A member of Good Garage.com Scheme

Leiston Road, Saxmundham IP17 3NS

Tel: 01728 648859
www.themiddletongaragesaxmundham.co.uk
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At the end of September, year nine language leaders and sixth form helpers hosted  
a French breakfast for year seven, as part of the European Day of Languages.

Three students from year nine give the following reports:

“170 pains au chocolat and croissants were provided by the kitchen along with 
specially made croissant-shaped rolls for nut-allergy sufferers.   Language leaders 
Lucy, Izzy and I served Mr Worrall’s form.   We greeted our allocated forms and led 
them to our tables which were decorated with pieces of coloured paper and flowers 
in wine bottles, along with our menus.

When we served  we asked: "Qu’est-ce que tu voudrais?” and they had to reply with 
either: "Un pain au chocolat, un croissant, un jus d’orange or un jus de pomme."  
With a lot of teamwork we succeeded, and the outcome was very good.

I enjoyed serving the breakfast as everyone seemed happy and it was fun to do.  At 
the end, the year 7s said thank you in French to the staff and language leaders, which 
was really nice.   They then left and we had to tidy up.  We, the language leaders, 
would like to say a big thank you to all the staff present, the kitchen staff and the 
sixth form helpers.   We wouldn’t have been able to do it without you.”  
(Jessica Giblett)

“On the 28th September, during form time all year 7 pupils came to a magnificent 
French breakfast.  We (the language leaders) served them pains au chocolat and 
croissants.   We had to work in teams of two or three, make table decorations for 
three tables and dress up as waiters/waitresses with a French twist.

After everything was set up we greeted the year 7s and seated them at the selected 
tables.   We served them, not in English but in French, and the year 7s had to reply 
in French.   Everybody, including us, enjoyed it.   At the end, everybody said, “Merci,  
tout le monde” (thank you everbody).   They had a vote and the pains au chocolat 
were the favourite.   

We would like to thank Miss Raven, Madam Baker, Mrs Crimp,  
the language leaders,  sixth formers and all the kitchen staff.    
We had a fantastic time, it was really good fun!” 
(Ashleigh Knights & Sophie Clarke)

Le Petit Déjeuner Français

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? . . .
• Toby Wright in year 8 has been selected for the Under 13 
Suffolk Cricket  team.

• The retiring collection at the Christmas Concert raised 
£699 for Marie Curie Cancer Care.

• Pupils of all abilities achieved significantly higher GCSE points 
scores in comparison to pupils nationally.

• Pupils with Special Educational Needs achieved significantly 
higher GCSE total points scores than similar pupils nationally.

• Nationally, by many measures, boys achieve less well than girls 
and make less progress than girls.   At Thomas Mills High School 
boys performed as well as girls in English, Maths, Science and 
Humanities in 2012 – both above national figures



WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

The Granary 
NURSERY SCHOOL
FRAMLINGHAM  Est.1992

Situated on a working farm, we o� er 
an exciting and stimulating 
experience for 2-5 year olds. 
★  Fun indoor & outdoor learning activities
★  Delicious home cooked meals
★  Experienced professional sta� 
★   A safe & happy environment

Don’t miss out! Contact Allie or Linda on 

         01728 621105 
allie.green@thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

www.thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

TOR is an 
innovation consultancy 

We specialise in:
✦  new business
✦  new markets
✦  new thinking

Check us out at 
www.torfinancial.com
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As the longest-running musical in the world, and with a new film in the offing, it seemed only 
appropriate that we at Thomas Mills should also take on the show!   It was, without doubt, one of the 
most ambitious productions that we have undertaken, with the whole plot being delivered through 
song, rather than a combination of dialogue and musical numbers.

Rehearsals for the cast and band commenced at the start of the academic year, taking place at 
lunchtimes and after school, working seamlessly until the final production night on 16 November 2012.   
The cast and crew rose to the challenge and, with a sigh of relief, we can say it was a huge success – and 
all achieved in nine and a half weeks!

Having mastered such a huge production, the question on everybody’s mind is what will the next 
school production be?   In the meantime, keep an eye out for the Thomas Mills Dance Show.

Laura Peters, Head of Drama and Richard Hanley, Director of Music

Students worked extremely hard to master the score, as Evie White (Eponine) explains:

“When I discovered the play was going to be ‘Les Misérables’, I only knew a few of the songs, 
but after seeing it performed in London, I was really excited.   The hardest part was maintaining 
my voice as I was singing all day and in one scene I had to scream!”

Maisie Hulbert (Cosette) successfully and impressively stunned the audience every night with 
her ability to hit a top ‘C’.  Here she comments on what the school production meant to her:

“Being in ‘Les Misérables’ was really special for everyone, and the best musical I have been in 
at school.   I think as a cast we got on incredibly well and this helped make the performances 
as remarkable as they were.   The cast, band and crew all worked together amazingly and there 
was no divide between all the different pupils who contributed, which is what I loved most 
about being in the play.”

Madeleine Brooks ( Madame Thenardier) comments:

“Playing Madame Thenardier in this year’s musical was an experience I definitely won’t forget for a 
long time.   The week of rehearsals was full of frantic last minute line-learning, the tragic breaking 
of microphones and flying stress-bananas.  People thought we’d never pull off the emotional depth 
of the characters and the two and a half hours' work of non-stop singing was simply too ambitious.   
However, with the hard work of the teachers and the cast all coming together, we managed to prove 
those doubters wrong with a spectacular first night.

I loved the way every single member of the cast put his or her heart and soul into the performance, 
not to mention the professionalism of the band.   Personally, I loved every moment of being on 
stage and it was the first time I’ve played the role of a ‘nasty’ comic character.   I so enjoyed that!   
Having to back-comb my hair and paint my face white was definitely worth it.  Bailey Bendix-
Hickman and I had a lot of fun playing the slovenly and dishonest innkeepers.   Being part of  ‘Les 
Mis’ was a real high point of last year and - one further thing – I’m so glad our production came out 
before the big blockbuster film!”

Finally, Bailey Bendix-Hickman writes:

“Being in ‘Les Misérables’ was fantastic!   It was one of the most prominent memories of my time at 
this school so far and it has inspired me to do many more things like it in the future.”

Les Misérables

Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times

Photos above and below: Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times

Hal Keys-Holloway as Javert 



P.Tuckwell LtdP.Tuckwell Ltd

Suppliers of John Deere, JCB, 
Vaderstad & most other 

leading makes of machinery

Shop Street, Worlingworth,

Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 7HU

T: 01728 628325
E: worlingworth@tuckwell.co.uk

W: www.tuckwell.co.uk Unit 2, Runway Farm, Parham Airfi eld, Parham, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9AF

Tel: 01728 663768
e-mail: steve@athenatech.co.uk www.athenatech.co.uk

Providing a fl exible diverse and effi cient 
precision engineering service for a wide 
range of industries throughout the UK. Carpets, Vinyls, Laminates, 

Woods & Karndean supplied 
& fi tted.

34 High Street, Wickham Market

Telephone: 01728 746416

www.peterhallflooring.co.uk

PETER 
HALL 

FLOORING
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Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times At the Barricade Evie White as Eponine & Jack Heydon as Marius

Photos above and below: Courtesy of East Anglian Daily Times

Hal Keys-Holloway as Javert 

Jake Waddell as Valjean

Chloe Simpson as Fantine Maisie Hulbert as Cosette

Emily Cook as Young Cosette

Maddie Brooks as Mme Thenardier & Bailey Bendix-Hickman as Monsieur Thenardier
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Kitchen Sense
of Harleston

For Quality
Fitted Kitchens 
and Appliances

Kitchen Sense - Common Sense

staff @kitchen-sense.co.uk
www.kitchen-sense.co.uk

62 London Road, Harleston
Norfolk IP20 9BZ
Tel: 01379 852592
Fax: 01379 854411

E W REVETT & SON
“The” Butchers

High Class Butchers & Poultry
Our Pork Sausages a Speciality

High Street, Wickham Market 
Suffolk IP13 ORA

Tel: 01728 746263

Richard N. Doy
MOTOR ENGINEERS & GARAGE SERVICES

Tel: 01728 747333
After Hours: 01728 723181

Mobile: 07957 828604
THE PADDOCKS GARAGE

HACHESTON, WOODBRIDGE

•  MOT REPAIRS 
•  SERVICING
•  BODYWORK
•  RECOVERY

2 Potash Cottages
Stump Street, 
Pettistree, Woodbridge,
Suffolk IP13 0JB

Quality childcare 0-5 years. Est. 1991.
Very Experienced & Qualifi ed Staff

Nursery Grant Funding for 3 & 4 year olds
Open 8.00am - 6.00pm, fl exible sessions
Excellent Ofsted Report. Large Garden. 

First session free!

Tel: 01728 747985
www.presmeredaynursery.co.uk

Presmere Day Nursery
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The ‘Taste of Africa’ event proved an enjoyable occasion for over a hundred guests who attended the fundraising evening in 
support of the trip to Botswana and Zambia planned for the summer of 2013. The event was generously supported by many local 
businesses and raised an amazing total of £4800 – much of which will go to supporting the community project in Rofunsa, in 
Zambia. 

The three course meal was inspired by African cuisine and served in the school canteen which was transformed by dozens of tea 
lights, table decorations and a frieze inspired by images of African wildlife which delighted the diners who were so generous in 
supporting both the dinner and the après–dinner auction which was led in true style by Mr Chittock. 

Thanks go to Miss Osiow whose menu proved such a hit with the guests, ably supported by Mrs Baker and Mrs Tattoo as sous 
chefs, and Messrs Bubb and Bostock who organised the raffle and bar.  Special thanks should be recorded for the expertise and 
encouragement offered by Amanda Nicholls, the school canteen’s Head Cook, who kindly volunteered her services for the evening. 

Above all, the event was a success due to the superb efforts of the 23 students who laid and then waited at tables, decorated the 
canteen and foyer and organised the lots for the auction. A fantastic time was had by all.

Preparation for the three week expedition continues in the coming months, including a training weekend in the Peak District over 
the Easter holidays. 

Dennis Tattoo, Expedition Co-ordinator

A TASTE OF AFRICA  
RAISES NEARLY £5000 FOR EXPEDITION



A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

PLATINUM 
Tyre & Exhaust Centre
Winters on the way, 

ensure your tyres are safe!
All makes and brands to suit every pocket. No Hidden 
extras. Free puncture repairs for the life of the tyre 
when purchased from Platinum Tyre & Exhaust.
Give us a try - you won’t be disappointed!

OPEN Mon -Fri 8.30 -17.30 Sat: 8.30-13.30
Unit 4, St John’s Road, Saxmundham IP17 1WE

Call 01728 604683 or 07760 785845

Selling a wide range of multi 
fuel/woodburners, variety of 

fi replaces, chimney fl ue fi tting 
and full installation service.

01728 621 212

Crown and Anchor Lane, Framlingham, Woodbridge IP13 9BL

THE FIRE PLACE • FRAMLINGHAM

VISIT US AT OUR 
NEW SHOWROOM 
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During the October half term, forty four sixth formers, 
accompanied by Mr Harding, Mr Chittock, Miss Oldman, Mr 
Bubb and Miss Lambert departed for Valkenburg in Holland 
on the school’s fifth Sports Tour.   Organised by Mr Chittock, 
this was the third time that TMHS Sports Tourists have been to 
Valkenburg.

Time was spent in Eindhoven where the majority enjoyed 
a tour of the PSV Stadium, and Phantasialand in Germany 
where a new and welcome discovery of the Chocolate Mouse 
House was made. We had been to both places before, but 
there seemed to be new experiences wherever we went.

In the early evening on both days, the sports matches were 
played. The hockey team played against Maastricht Hockey 
Club in awful weather conditions and - thanks to the 
experienced ‘spine’ of Felix Trash, Sarah Legg, Ollie Bennett, 
Tom Ridley, Holly Baker and Mitchell Tompkins - the tourists 
won 3 – 1. The mentality of the rest of the hockey team was 
very much ‘make it up as you go along’ and Ollie Webb, 
Connie Jeffery, Ellie Froud and Jade Perkins were very successful 
using this tactic!

The football team was also victorious, winning 3 - 2 after a 
mammoth journey (not in distance but the amount of time we 
were lost). The match itself proved ‘interesting’ and not at all what 
we are used to in Suffolk with controversies  a-plenty, and Tim 
Jenkins translating what the referee wanted to convey to the team 
(including his own sending off speech!).  Captain Josh Sprague 
and the 1st XI players Luke Holmes, Jack Heaney, Jack Moncur, 
Chris Lambert, Dan Knox and Danny ‘the Cat’ Thomas held their 
own whilst the Rugby boys and less-seasoned footballers did 
what they could! The team enjoyed themselves, and were ready 
with a song or two led mainly by Mr Bubb for the hockey players 
on the coach on the way home.

On the second evening we all returned to KV Maastricht, a Korfball 

The autumn term saw the first inter-house competitions of the year with Fitzroy 
winning the junior football and Brotherton taking the honours in the junior 
netball.   All the teams were supported and organised by the Sports Captains 
so congratulations to them for a job well done.   The senior tournaments were 
eventually completed with Mowbray being the convincing winners of the netball 
and the football.
The competitions continue this term with mixed junior and senior badminton, 
as well as the school cross-country on Tuesday 5th March and the hockey 
tournaments at the end of term.
Congratulations to the winning teams and many thanks to all those who 
supported their houses.

Sports Tour – Valkenburg 2012

Club we played against in 2010. We again received an excellent 
welcome and were treated to a training session, matches within 
our teams and, to finish us off, a match against their professionals. 
The standard of their play was far beyond anything we could 
muster, even though we had ‘practised/trained’ every Monday 
lunch-time since September, and the final score was many  – 0!

All in all, the tour brought new experiences for everyone: playing 
sport in a foreign country, experiencing new cultures, meeting 
new people, the sense of belonging and looking after each other 
when we stepped out into Valkenburg in the evenings, and just 
having an awesome time – that’s not new, it’s expected on a 
TMHS Sports Tour!

Kathryn Oldman, PE Department

INTER-HOUSE SPORTS NEWS

Year 8 boys Cross country Squad at Bedford









 
30 Bridge Street, Framlingham

Suff olk IP13 9AH

Telephone: 01728 621622
Open: Tue 9am-6pm, Wed 9.30-7.30, 

Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm

The Old 
Mill House

Traditional Suffolk Country Inn 

Good friendly Service
Large Dining Room & Garden

Children Welcome
Carvery Seven Days a Week

01728 685064
SAXTEAD GREEN, NR FRAMLINGHAM, 

WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK IP13 9QE

FRAM D.I.Y. 
For all your D.I.Y. & 

Building Requirements

01728 723505
23-25 Station Road, Framlingham IP13 9EA

• Traditional Village Inn
• Home cooked food • Real Ales

• Private functions
• En-Suite Rooms • Ample parking

• Oak beams and open fi res

 The Street, Cretingham, Su� olk IP13 7BJ

01728 685419
email: cretinghambell@btconnect.com
web:www.cretinghambell.co.uk
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'Rock & Roll' Pantomime 'Sleeping Beauty'

Musically, last term began with a concert of Baroque music 
which took place at St Michael’s Church in Framlingham.   
The beautiful building and excellent acoustics enhanced 
the performances of the String Group and Chamber Choir, 
as well as those of the talented soloists, a number of whom 
were year 11 Advanced Performing students.

Year 8 student Luca Preston was lucky and talented enough 
to appear at the O2 Arena with his band ‘Bassline’.  The 
group performed a series of their own compositions and 
covers to a packed audience.   This was a charity event 
which featured five bands in total and raised £18,000 for 
good causes.   Whilst backstage at the O2, Luca spotted Ed 
Sheeran’s signature – the band added their own name and 
also Thomas Mills High School!

The end of term saw the annual Christmas 
Concert, once again featuring a cast of thousands 
(well, over 100 students!) with the usual 
wide variety of high quality and enthusiastic 
performances.  ‘Sing’ – the song composed 
by Gary Barlow and Andrew Lloyd-Webber to 
celebrate the Jubilee – and the National Anthem 
arranged by Benjamin Britten fittingly reminded 
the audience and performers alike what a 
momentous year 2012 was.

Richard Hanley, Director of Music

“ Upon a cold winter’s day in 2012, year eight students and teachers 
travelled to the New Wolsey Theatre in Ipswich to view the ‘Rock & 
Roll’ pantomime ‘Sleeping Beauty’.  This panto incorporated many 
songs, including ‘Gangnam Style’ and ‘Sex Bomb’.

Upon her 16th birthday, Princess Suzie is taken from her foster 
mother back to the castle where she was born.  Her friend Simon 
later confesses his love for her.   But, with every hero there comes a 
villain.  The evil witch wishes to rule the land with her puppet-son 
on the throne; she therefore challenges Simon to an ‘X factor’ style 
sing-off. The judge is Suzie. The prize? The throne and Simon’s hand 
in marriage.  So, as we all expect, Simon conquers evil and marries 
Suzie.

The overall experience was enjoyable, hilariously acted and 
exhilarating to watch.”

Athena Hanson-Aherne

Top: Luca Preston at the O2 Arena,  Bottom:  Christmas Concert

MUSIC DRAMA NEWS&

“When I first walked into the theatre, I was really impressed with the 
scenery and how effective the stage set was because there was a 
light pink colour shining on the curtains with the bold, clear words 
‘Sleeping Beauty’. As soon as it started, I knew it was going to be 
excellent.  A huge uproar of live music, played by the actors, burst 
from the stage and into the audience’s ears, while dancers darted to 
and fro, and the first character to introduce himself, the King, started 
singing to the really well-played music. The panto progressed and, as 
it went on, I felt as though it got better and better and the traditional 
story of ‘Sleeping Beauty’ unravelled before our eyes. Throughout the 
panto, I felt that the audience absolutely loved it, especially Thomas 
Mills pupils because we all stood up for the last few songs and 
clapped;  we were very enthusiastic about the whole panto and really 
got involved with it.

I would like to thank the Drama Department for arranging this trip – it 
really was spectacular!”   Jake Doyle

Year 8 pupils report on their trip to the pantomime
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After a seriously early start and a long journey, we arrived at the NEC in Birmingham 
for the Clothes Show Exhibition.  The event was held in four different halls which 
consisted of catwalks and shopping stalls.   The catwalks were situated around the 
halls, showing the latest fashions of December 2012.   The stalls had a variety of the 
current looks, accessories, hair and make-up, but it wouldn’t have been the Clothes 
Show without the Fashion Theatre.   This was the best bit!
To link with the coursework we had just completed about re-using materials to 
make products, there was a section within the exhibition about recycling textiles, 
with items from all over the country.   We all received a free goodie bag as we left to 
start a very tiring journey back to school.   It was an amazing day out and we would 
love to return in the future.  Chloe McWalter and Alice Prior, year 11

In December, year 7 students had a pre-Christmas treat when 
they went to Christchurch Mansion in Ipswich to see ‘The Magic 
Fishbone’, a play inspired by a Dickens’ short story of the same 
name.  The students also participated in a drama workshop and 
a guided tour of the mansion.   The show itself was thoroughly 
enjoyable.   The students especially liked the clever use of puppets 
and were impressed that the cast of three could adapt so easily to 
such a wide variety of roles.   There was a great deal of audience 
participation and everyone left the theatre wearing a smile. 

Ali Constanti, Deputy Head of English

Year 8 student Athena Hanson-Aherne won the school final of Book Mastermind held in December, 
answering questions on ‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets’.   She now goes forward to the 
Regional Final at  Sir John Leman High School on 8th February, with a select group of supporters and 
the now-famous TMHS banner.

Students in a pre-performance workshop

CLOTHES 
SHOW LIVE 

EXHIBITION

The Magic
Fishbone

BOOK MASTERMIND
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