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From The Headteacher...
In assemblies at the start of term, I asked pupils to ensure that this, 
my last term, would be the very best in my career in the teaching 
profession. So far, they have done just that. A number of staff have 
commented on the very pleasant atmosphere that exists in school 
at the moment. Long may it continue! Behaviour in class and 
around the school has been very good indeed. I am very pleased 
with the way in which the new Year 7 pupils have settled into our 
routines. They appear to be thoroughly enjoying life at Thomas 
Mills and are responding well to the raised expectations and new 
challenges. Our Sixth Form recruits from other schools have also 
blended in well with our own students who have made them feel 
very welcome.

Our Activities Week, which was held in the penultimate week of 
the summer term, went very well and was thoroughly enjoyed 
by our pupils. I took the opportunity to visit some of our Year 10 
pupils who were on Work Experience. Employers commented very 
favourably on the way in which our pupils had settled and were 
impressed with their very mature approach.

A level examination results were on a par with our previous best 
years. We had a record breaking seven candidates who were 
successful in gaining places at Oxbridge. Many other students 
went on to gain places at top universities to study a vast range 

of courses. Year 11 GCSE results were up five percentage points 
on last year – 73% of pupils gained at least  five A* to Cs including 
English and mathematics. We appear not to have been affected by 
the allegations of grade boundary movement in the English GCSE 
marking that seems to have affected some other schools.

Particularly pleasing were the Year 10 outcomes. As they begin 
Year 11, these pupils are in a terrific position to do very well indeed, 
potentially achieving the best ever results in the history of Thomas 
Mills High School. The hard work that has been carried out by staff 
and pupils over the last few years has certainly paid off and I am 
delighted for our young people.

In conclusion, I would like to thank parents for their support over the 
last seven years.  I am also grateful to all staff for their commitment 
to the education of our young people and particularly to my senior 
colleagues who have ensured that Thomas Mills High School has 
gone from strength to strength. I would also like to thank our young 
people.  They play an enormous part in making this school what it 
is – a thriving centre of educational excellence and achievement. 
Finally, I wish the new Head all the very best and I am sure that he 
will lead the school to further successes and achievements over 
the years to come.

Mr Philip Worrall (Maths) and Miss Rosanna Spray (Religious Studies)

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? 
… that 26.7% of all GCSE entries in TMHS Year 10 this 
summer were graded at A* or A, compared with 15.4% 
nationally for pupils at the age of 16?

…that 72.1% of all GCSE entries in TMHS Year 10 this 
summer were graded at A*-C, compared with 58.4% 
nationally for pupils at the age of 16?

…that 67% of Year 10 this summer achieved A*-C in a 
modern foreign language, compared to 61% of recent 
Year 11 entries (average of last 4 years)?  The national 
average is only 15%!

Staff new to Thomas Mills this 
term are pictured below.Congratulations to last 

year’s Year 10 pupils
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4.15 am, still dark outside, but a minibus full of teachers and 
students were too excited to be tired;  we were on our way to the 
Olympic Games!

The volleyball competition took place at Earls Court which had 
a fantastic atmosphere, many people bringing their own flags 
to support their countries.  We were so excited to be there.  One 
member of the security team even thought we were one big 
family!

We had tickets for two matches of men’s volleyball, the first of 
which was Tunisia against Serbia.  Serbia won the match 3-1.  The 
second match saw a battle between two higher ranked teams, 
Bulgaria and Poland.  The teams were introduced as they ran onto 
the court, with the Polish team coming out to a huge cheer and 
loud chants of ‘Polska!’ from their fans.

The entertainment between matches and during team and 

Bongo Cam Captures Spirit of 2012

The concept of an expedition to Africa and the potential for an on-
going link for the school with a developing country was hatched 
initially over several meetings I had with former geography 
teacher Anna Harrison, prior to her return to Zambia in 2011, and 
subsequently developed with ‘Outlook Expeditions’ in the months 
that followed. 

Since those initial discussions, the preparation for the trip has 
really begun to take shape. Planning sessions with staff from 
‘Outlook Expeditions’, involving all group members, have enabled 
an itinerary to be developed. This, together with the in-country 
negotiations on our behalf by Miss Harrison with representatives 

of local communities and organisations, suggests that those 
lucky enough to be going will have a fantastic time and a 
potentially life-changing experience. 

The expedition will involve trekking for five days in a remote 
area of the Lower Zambezi National Park where the group 
will also undertake their community work.  This will involve 
working alongside local people in the re-furbishment of a 
village school.  The group will then head to Victoria Falls 
before travelling to Botswana for three days of safari. 

A number of students and the staff have formed a fund-
raising committee to raise money  to offset specific group 
expenses. Group funds will pay for transport to training 
events, items of kit that the group will need on expedition 

and the coach to Heathrow when they set off in July, as well as 
money to support the community project.

Fundraising plans include the production of a cook book (‘A Taste 
of Africa’), a dinner when the staff and students will be serving 
dishes from the cook book, and a 24 hour rowing and cycling 
challenge to row the length of the Zambezi River. Copies of the 
book will be available at school events from November. 

Preparation for the expedition will gather pace after Christmas 
with a training weekend in the Peak District for all those going 
and leadership and first aid training for the staff leaders (Messrs 
Bostock, Bubb and Chittock and Miss Osiow). 

The longer term aim is to establish a permanent link with 
the local community and facilitate opportunities for future 
generations of students from Thomas Mills to return to 
Zambia and continue the work which will be started in 2013; 
so enhancing the lives of the local community by improving 
the facilities at their school. 

It is a wonderfully exciting project and one it is hoped will 
provide unique opportunities for future generations of 
students at Thomas Mills, as well as the communities in 
Africa we are seeking to support. 

Dennis Tattoo (Expedition Co-ordinator)

Expedition to Zambia 2013

technical timeouts was just as good, with music, cheerleaders 
and even a ‘Bongo Cam’ – the big screen zooming in on a lucky 
spectator who played a set of drums projected on the big screen.

We were lucky enough to experience some amazing volleyball 
and it will be a day we’ll always remember – definitely worth the 
early start!

Catherine Wright, Sixth Form

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? 
….. that in English, 84.8% of TMHS year 10 pupils achieved grades A*-C this 
summer, compared with 63.9% nationally for pupils at the age of 16?

…… that in English, 20% of TMHS Year 10 pupils achieved grades A* or A  
this summer compared with 15% nationally for pupils at the age of 16?
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Private Hire
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Towards the end of the summer term seventy members of the 1st Orchestra and 
Senior Choir travelled to Tuscany for six days, which included three concerts and 
lots of sight-seeing! 
Finally arriving in Montecantini- Terme after a twenty-nine hour coach journey, 
we were given the opportunity to explore the local town. The first thing that 
we were hit with when we stepped off the coach was a wave of heat, with 
temperatures in the high thirties for all of the week. The first concert was held in 
the Church of Santo Stefano al Ponto Vecchio, situated in the centre of Florence.  
Impressive performances from the Choir and Orchestra attracted a large 
audience. 
The second concert was in the Church of St Ignazio do Loyola which was a smaller 
venue than we had become accustomed to in Florence. Again the orchestra and 
the choir performed a variety of pieces from our large repertoire. There was a 
fantastic solo performance by Katie Russell of 'Caro Mio Ben'.    
During the week there was also time to take in the Italian culture, including a bike 
ride around the town of Lucca, a guided tour of Sienna, seeing the sights of Pisa 
and visiting the Uffizi Gallery in Florence.  The last concert was in San Gimignano 
where the audience could appreciate a compelling solo performance from Maisie 
Hulbert.   
Despite a range of problems that were encountered throughout the week, 
including the destruction of a double bass, flooding of a bathroom, a pupil being 
locked on the coach and the coach tearing down bunting in Pistoia, it was a 
fantastic tour and an unforgettable experience. 
We would like to take this opportunity again to thank Mr Hanley and all the 
members of the staff for organising such a wonderful trip.   

Gareth Turner and Oliver Hammond, Upper Sixth

Year 8, NEW WOLSEY PERFORMANCE – BEOWOLF

During the summer term, fifteen year 8 pupils took part in a performance of ‘Beowulf’ at the New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich.   
Members of the cast were Thomas Curry as King Hrothgar, Frances Simmonds-Mead as Grendel, Jasmine Gravelius as Grendel’s 
mother, Izzy Brooks as Unferth and Freddy Legg as the hero, Beowulf.

Until the Whitsun half-term there were two rehearsals a week, each at lunchtime.  However, as the weeks advanced and the 
performance drew nearer and nearer, the whole crew was exhausted.  With the help of a few weeks of four lunchtime rehearsals, 
our performance was bordering on perfection.

Finally, on 4th July, the big day arrived.  During the morning we had technical and dress rehearsals.   We returned to school and, 
at the end of the day, we boarded the mini-bus to the Wolsey Theatre, where we sat and waited.  I could sense a whole range of 
emotions as we waited in the dressing room.  Fortunately, we were the first school on stage, and we rose to our potential and set 
the bar stratospherically high.  As we exited the stage at the end of our performance, we felt the sudden wave of appreciation 
and clapping.  We sat at the top of the theatre for the rest of the performances, and felt that we certainly had done our very best.

Freddy Legg, year 9.

Drama

Tuscany Music Tour 2012
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27 HIGH STREET, SAXMUNDHAM • TEL: 01728 602026026

Huge Stationery range, Computer accessories and repair service, 
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ups and not so grown up, Playing cards, cribbage boards & more.

Now a DHL service point where you can send and receive parcels 
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materials in the area.
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rob@robpearcearchitect.co.uk

Wortwell Mill. Client: Dr Paul Brown

MIDDLETON 
GARAGE

All makes & Models Welcome
Servicing, Repairs, MOT’s
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Over the week 151 Year 10 pupils carried out placements all over the county, from Bury 
St Edmunds to Benhall, Halesworth to Hasketon, Aldeburgh to Ashbocking, with a few 
venturing beyond the county boundaries!  Their placements were offered by an amazingly 
wide range of companies.   See the A-Z list below for a sample.  The school received many 
very positive reports about pupils.  The school even received an e-mail from a member of 
the general public, complimenting one of our pupils on his polite and positive conduct.   
Work experience 2012 was a very successful week and all pupils were able to develop and 
learn new skills and qualities

This academic year the current Year 10 is starting the application process for their work 
experience for 8-12 July 2013.  I am available to support the application process (with ideas 
about where to go and help with making telephone calls and writing letters) and to offer 
general advice and guidance throughout.

A-Z list of companies:
Anthony Orton Tennis Coach
Broadwater Car Sales
Carley Hill Hair
Diveline
Easton Farm Park
Framlingham Pharmacy
Grass Solutions
Haynings Service Station
I-Technology
Jars of Clay
Kelsale CEVCP School
Live Well Suffolk
Mosscliff Environmental

Jane Wheeler, Careers & Work Experience Co-ordinator

Work Experience 9-13 July 2012

Year 8, NEW WOLSEY PERFORMANCE – BEOWOLF

New Cut Arts Centre
Oxlade and Bond
Pampered Pets Hotel
Queen’s Head
Red Rose Chain
Syne Qua Non
Top Gun Tattooing
NU-Life Upholstery
Venture Photography
Wangford Veterinary Clinic
X-On
Young Browsers Bookshop
Z??? (Perhaps this year’s  
Year 10 can fill in the Z!?)

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? . . .
that In July last term, year 10 students enjoyed 
a Young Enterprise Day.  One team of year 10 
students, Balazs Fodor, Kyle Jones, Toby McManus, Caroline 
Picton, Emma Savage, Sophie Anderson, Maddy Brooks and 
Letty Inett won first prize and each member of the team won a 
£50 Amazon voucher.



WHINCOP
THE GARAGE, PEASENHALL, SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK

� 01728 660 233
Coach Operators - 33 to 57 Seaters, (Wheelchair Accessible)

Private Hire & Contracts 
Motor Engineers - All Makes Serviced, Repairs - Mot Testing Station

 - Cars, Diesels, Motor Cycles & 3 Wheelers, Catalytic Testing

PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THE ABOVE

The Granary 
NURSERY SCHOOL
FRAMLINGHAM  Est.1992

Situated on a working farm, we o� er 
an exciting and stimulating 
experience for 2-5 year olds. 
★  Fun indoor & outdoor learning activities
★  Delicious home cooked meals
★  Experienced professional sta� 
★   A safe & happy environment

Don’t miss out! Contact Allie or Linda on 

         01728 621105 
allie.green@thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

www.thegranarynurseryschool.co.uk

TOR is an 
innovation consultancy 

We specialise in:
✦  new business
✦  new markets
✦  new thinking

Check us out at 
www.torfinancial.com
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Looking back on the summer of 2012, we see again how the students never 
fail to come up with fresh ideas which can be transformed into physical cars. In 
the race to reach the fabled city of ‘Monte Carlo’ (set out in 3D scenery on the 
tennis courts) six house teams with their self-built, geared pedal cars competed 
for the much revered ‘Monte’ trophy. 
As always on the race day, the track was dotted with reporters, identified by 
their larger than life foam microphones..here are some tantalising extracts from 
their concluding news articles:

‘Over 100 eager students from Year 8 put forward a design but unfortunately only six of the 
best were chosen. These cars were designed to look great but would the mechanics be up 
to scratch and create a car that would not only be unique but would be durable enough to 
withstand the high pressure of the race itself?’  Darius Whatling

‘Everyone had worked really hard to make this event a success and all morning people were 
carrying chairs for the excited spectators and setting up scenery for the drivers to swerve 
round (and into!).  Ella Spencer

‘At the starting pit stop, a driver was to jump in and drive around the course once before 
hopping out and allowing the next driver to jump in. Once every driver had been round the 
course a couple of times that concluded the ‘Monte race’ and we all had a break for lunch. 
The cheerleading teams were up next with 5 or 6 members ‘cheering’ for their house and 
it was very entertaining! Brotherton won the cheerleading contest with their memorable 
performance...and neon orange outfits!’  Emily Hunt   

‘There were a couple of close calls when it came to the obstacles but thankfully none of them 
fell down,  just a couple of knocks, particularly when driving through the Arc de Triomphe’. 

Sophie Clarke and Shannon Jones

‘The cars were called ‘The Mowbray Postman’, ‘The Blue Flash’, ‘Blazing a Trail’, ‘The 
Hitcham Haddock’, ‘Cheese Mobile’ and ‘The Brotherton Beach Bummer’. The overall winner 
of the Monte Carlo Rally was Fitzroy winning a stunning trophy designed and made by the 
DT department.’ Imogen Retey and Sophie Leek

‘Our House Manager, Simeon Edwards, said he was really proud of the team, pulling out 
two wins on the day and he wanted to thank everyone in Fitzroy for their contributions 
and support, not forgetting Jessie Evans who designed the car. It was a great event and 
something that really brought people together’. Amy Ryder

So the trophy stands outside the Headteacher’s office, draped in green ribbon. 
It just goes to show that you should never judge on appearance!
Can I take this opportunity to thank all the staff who assisted with the running 
of the event, and I look forward with anticipation of fresh ideas from the current 
year 8s in Monte 2013. Mr.G

Monte Carlo  
Rally 2012
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Last summer I set myself two challenges – one was to climb the 
highest mountain in Africa (Mount Kilimanjaro) with my son, 
Ben; the other was to raise £2000 for St Elizabeth’s Hospice.  Like 
others who set themselves challenges,  I kept a diary of our trials 
and tribulation. These are just a few short extracts. 

Days one and two: Our final destination is Kilimanjaro 
International Airport, flying via Addis Ababa and Mombasa. On 
each of the descents in the three African countries (Ethiopia, 
Kenya and then Tanzania) I am struck by the lack of tarmac 
roads and the extent of the plains which are criss-crossed by dirt 
tracks. There are huge expanses of light green land with sporadic 
clusters of houses and small villages and occasional small lakes 
and rivers. 

Day three: The first day’s trek to Machame Huts is close to 11km 
and because it is tropical rain forest, and raining, it is also a rather 
sweaty one. 

Day four: We climb to the Shira Cave campsite (3089m) and the 
cloud lifts to reveal absolutely spectacular views of Kilmanjaro. 
We wander over to the caves and then spend a few minutes 
looking across to Kilimanjaro. The views are very impressive – it 
also looks very high! 

Day five: Today is important for acclimatisation purposes as we 
are going to a place called the Lava Tower at well over 4500m, 
before we descend to the campsite at Barranco Huts which is a 
little under 4000m. Climb high, sleep low! 

Day six: Head guide Samuel arrives at the same time as breakfast 
to give us our briefing and explains that the first part of the day is 
pretty tough as it involves a steep vertical scramble up the Great  
Barranco Wall.

And a demanding scramble it certainly is. We have to haul our 
way up and over numerous craggy rock faces and climb through 
a wide variety of terrain before we arrive at Barafu Huts. Barafu 
means ‘ice’ in Swahili – so called because of its proximity to the 
Rebmann Glacier. 

Samuel briefs us about the next day before we go to sleep. He 
tells us to wear two pairs of socks, three pairs of trousers, five 
or six tops and a hat and balaclava. We must also have our sun 
glasses because of the glare off the snow, head torches and spare 
batteries. We need to try to insulate our water bottles with socks. 

Day seven - Summit Day! It is two minutes after midnight when 
we set off. I glimpse back from time to time and can see the 
head torches of the groups behind us. As we turn west to climb 
towards Stella Point we see the zigzag of the lights as we work 
our way up a rocky ridge. It is not too long before we encounter 

NEWS of a challenging trip to AFRICA

“Babu – you have done very well”
(Samuel Kusamba, Kilimanjaro Mountain Guide)

snow and ice and by this time the water in our bottles is frozen! 

It is six o’clock when we get to Stella Point, the sun is just rising.  
After another hour we are standing on the highest point in 
Africa, Uhuru Peak.  The views are breathtaking and just for a few 
minutes I know I am in a special place – a place of significance for 
many people and for a proud nation. 

Day eight: After three hours of walking at a steady pace we arrive 
back at the gates to return to the lodge. In the register I sign my 
profession as ‘Mwalimu’ (teacher) and Samuel writes ‘BABU’ in 
bold letters on the envelope. He explains that this word means 
grandfather (or Old Man) in Swahili. He tells me that I have done 
very well for an older climber; that he rarely gets people my age 
climbing with him. I know that he has been a brilliant guide and 
that it has been a huge privilege to spend so much time in his 
company.  

Postscript:  In the days that followed I continued to be overwhelmed 
by the messages of congratulations and the generosity of many 
people. Six weeks after my return (at the start of the summer 
holidays) I sent the final cheque to the hospice. Including gift aid I 
raised £3041. It is money raised in memory of David Floyd, a man 
who was an inspirational teacher and it is money I know that is going 
to be put to good use. 

Dennis Tattoo, Assistant Headteacher.
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The summer term was a very busy term for the 99 Duke of Edinburgh Award 
participants, who have been preparing for, and taking part in their practice and 
assessed expeditions.   In late April, 23 Silver Award Participants undertook their 
practice expedition.  Over the three days, the groups walked an average of 18miles a 
day, carrying everything they required for the expedition.   The pre-expedition bag 
check revealed some very interesting items – one group having packed 8kg of baked 
beans and 2kg of dried pasta!  Needless to say, they were persuaded to leave some of 
this behind.

The campsite at Tangham, in the middle of Rendlesham forest provided welcome 
relief from all the walking on both nights.   After supper some of them even tried to 
teach Flossie (Miss Cresdee’s dog) how to play Frisbee although a heavy downpour 
soon stopped play!

On night two, the Silver Groups were joined by Mrs Middleton’s four Bronze 
Groups who had started their practice expeditions that morning in Bawdsey.  The 
following day, having mastered the map reading the day before, all the Silver and 
Bronze groups managed to navigate their way back to Snape Maltings in time to be 
collected and taken home for a hot bath.

A fortnight later, Mr Pope’s and Miss Osiow’s eight Bronze walking groups set off from Bawdsey on 
their practice expeditions.  Having heard the tales of Mrs Middleton’s groups’ experiences they felt 
they were better prepared for what lay ahead.  The heavy rain during the previous week resulted 
in a very muddy and cold expedition; however, all the participants coped admirably with the 
conditions.  Waterproofs were a must - even for the most fashion conscious of expeditioners.  

Again, all the groups camped at Tangham, but being a bank holiday the campsite was very busy.  
Despite this, all the groups were an absolute credit to the school with a large number of members 
of the public commenting on how polite, enthusiastic and considerate the expeditioners were and 
how wonderful it was to see so many young people involved in such a worthwhile scheme.

Day two proved to be much more of a challenge on this expedition weekend – mainly due to the 
cold and damp.   Although there were a few navigational errors experienced, all but one of the 
groups made it back to Snape on time to be collected.  The last group, however, had a revised 
finishing point after getting a little confused with North and South!

The assessed expeditions took place at the end of the summer term.    The intrepid Silver 
expeditioners headed off to the New Forest for their assessed expedition.  Arriving the afternoon before, ahead of setting out on expedition, 
allowed the groups a chance to relax after finishing their GCSEs, not to mention the opportunity to remind themselves how to put up their 
tents.  The evening was made all the more memorable due to the BBQ banquet served up by Mr and Mrs Tattoo, Miss Cresdee, Mrs Paull 
and Mr Dade.  However, the best part of the meal for many was the enormous chocolate cake sent down on the coach by Mrs Debenham!

The Bronze assessed expeditions stayed much closer to home, walking  from Southwold to Aldeburgh via Theberton.

Everyone passed their assessed expeditions and finished 
with smiles on their faces!

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme has already 
kicked off for 2012/2013 with over 130 participants 
signing up to take part - So if there are any volunteers 
out there who would be willing to help out please 
contact Miss Cresdee via  rcresdee@thomasmills.
suffolk.sch.uk or on 01728 723493.  

99 Rucksacks and Flossie the dog



A C Mutimer Ltd
THE GARAGE, HACHESTON

Servicing & Repairs  – Car, Motorcycle 
& Light Commercial

MOT Test Centre – FREE Re-test
Tyre & Exhaust Bay

24 Hour Recovery Service
Courtesy Vehicles • Competitive Prices

01728 747534
(24 hours)

PLATINUM 
Tyre & Exhaust Centre
Winters on the way, 

ensure your tyres are safe!
All makes and brands to suit every pocket. No Hidden 
extras. Free puncture repairs for the life of the tyre 
when purchased from Platinum Tyre & Exhaust.
Give us a try - you won’t be disappointed!

OPEN Mon -Fri 8.30 -17.30 Sat: 8.30-13.30
Unit 4, St John’s Road, Saxmundham IP17 1WE

Call 01728 604683 or 07760 785845

Stuart Clay Traps 
Limited

Country sports, fi shing 
& clothing supplies
CLAY TRAPS • FISHING TACKLE 

CARTRIDGES • GUNS • DOG SUPPLIES  
BAIT • ACCESSORIES • CLOTHING

01394 385567
www.stuartsgunsandtackle.com
3 Wilford Bridge Road,  Woodbridge IP12 1RB45A THOROUGHFARE, WOODBRIDGE IP12 1AH

www.carmaboutique.co.uk

Contemporary 
Clothing, 
Footwear & 
Accessories

01394 610211
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If you had asked me who at Thomas Mills would be a model, 
I would have put myself bottom of the list.  I’m not into 
fashion, make-up or celebrities or anything like it.   I don’t 
have pierced ears or shaped eyebrows.  But a bike trip to 
Wickham Market Co-op to buy crème eggs meant my path 
crossed with someone who worked in fashion.  After a bit 
of persuasion, I went to see the top international agency 
(based in London, Milan, New York and Paris) and to my 
great surprise they wanted to take me on.

Since then I have accepted occasional shoots, not taking 
on much because of school.  I want to get the best A levels 
I can, to keep my options open.  I am planning to have 
two gap years so that I can be free to say ‘yes’ to what 
opportunities come my way.  (Claim to fame so far – saw Ed 
Sheeran at Burberry HQ!)

It’s been great fun!  Also very hard work at times and I have 
learned a huge amount about getting around London and 
about the fashion industry.   Now, when I look at a top end 
fashion photo, I know that hours of work undertaken by a 
whole team of people have gone into making just a page 
or two.  Typically, we work in a studio for a long day, with a 
stylist, a dresser, a make-up artist, a couple of hairdressers, 
a nail artist, one or two photographers, lighting assistants 
and a general assistant (who gets the best bit – the 
food!).  Perhaps eight or ten hours later we have a series 
of photos, a few of which will be chosen for publication.  
I have to put up with being worked on by several people 
at once, and with keeping very still for a long time in a pose, 
which may be uncomfortable, to act according to what mood 
they want and of course I have had to learn to walk in 6”+ 
heels!    Catwalking is an art in itself, and I am looking forward 
to some serious tottering during gap years.

Most of all I have enjoyed working with others to make 
something interesting:  an image which enhances the clothes, 
glasses or whatever.  It’s great fun, though sometimes a 
challenge, to meet up with a room full of strangers, work 
closely together and achieve an artistic result.  The clothes 
can be very interesting, though my job is to wear them, 
not to like them necessarily.  I am the same person as I was 
before, and still very much a Christian.  I have set strict limits 
on what I wil do and how I will be portrayed, which everyone 
has been very nice about. I know that God made me and I 
have no reason to be proud of what He has given me.  That 
keeps it all in perspective for me.  My motto is taken from the 
Old Testament:  ‘Man looks on the outward appearance, but 
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God looks at the heart’ and I know that my character and my 
relationship with God will always be far more important to me 
than anything I ever look like.

So when you look at a fashion photo, bear in mind the hours 
and the amount of people that put in effort.  The model is just 
the one you see.

Victoria Barker, Upper Sixth

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
…… that the Friends of Thomas Mills High School will be 
holding an ‘Indulgence & Christmas Shopping Evening’ on 
Friday 23 November 7.00 – 9.30 pm in the school canteen.
Tickets £5, available from the Friends of Thomas Mills High 
School or the school office – 01728 723493, to include a glass of 
wine and entry into the Grand Prize Draw.



30 Bridge Street, Framlingham
Suff olk IP13 9AH

Telephone: 01728 621622
Open: Tue 9am-6pm, Wed 9.30-7.30, 

Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 8am-2pm

The Old 
Mill House

Traditional Suffolk Country Inn 

Good friendly Service
Large Dining Room & Garden

Children Welcome
Carvery Seven Days a Week

01728 685064
SAXTEAD GREEN, NR FRAMLINGHAM, 

WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK IP13 9QE

FRAM D.I.Y. 
For all your D.I.Y. & 

Building Requirements

01728 723505
23-25 Station Road, Framlingham IP13 9EA

• Traditional Village Inn
• Home cooked food • Real Ales

• Private functions
• En-Suite Rooms • Ample parking

• Oak beams and open fi res

 The Street, Cretingham, Su� olk IP13 7BJ

01728 685419
email: cretinghambell@btconnect.com
web:www.cretinghambell.co.uk
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The penultimate week of the Summer Term saw members 
of years 7 – 9 enjoy a wide range of experiences both in 
school and at various sites across the country and abroad.

Holland 

Leeds Castle, Kent

Lake District - Wast WaterLake District 

Year 9 enjoy a picnic on the clifftop at Arromanches

Thomas Mills students taking part in a variety of activities in this year's Forest Challenge

Arromanches - Normandy

ActivitiesWeek JULY 
2012



Learn How to Play Golf!
 •  Beginners & Ladies Courses
 •  Junior Weekend Lessons
 •  Individual Lesson Packages
Give your loved one a new golf game 

this Christmas!
Christmas Vouchers Now Available!

Call us now to improve your Golf

01394 383480    
doctorgolf@uffordpark.co.uk
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SUFFOLK SCHOOLS SAILING REGATTA 2012

Unfortunately the Sports Day programme was limited owing 
to the deluge of rain the day before.  A standing javelin 
competition and cancellation of all the hurdles events as 
well as a flooded jumping pit reduced the number of events.  
Nevertheless, we had a number of new school records, Mia 
Mayhew in the 200m and Bilal Bounit in the 800m.
Andrew Revell completed the record breakers with an 
impressive 2mins and 8secs in the senior boys 800m. 
Mr James Pretty, an ex-pupil of the school, complimented the 
competitors on their sterling efforts and presented the prizes 
to the individual winners as well as to the overall winning 
house – Brotherton. 

Thomas Mills had several county representatives and county 
successes this summer. Andrew Revell took 1st place in the 
800m at the County Schools Track and Field Championships 
and both Josh Cantrell and Ed Goddard as well as Francesca 
Auchterlonie were included in the U13 and U15 Suffolk 
Cricket Teams respectively. In golf, Jack Heaney and Jack 
Cuthbert have been invited to compete in the Suffolk Schools 
Individual Tournament which will be held in October.

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS:

Lancaster Cup – Mia Mayhew

Jeaffreson Cup – Bilal Bounit

Janet Thorington Cup –joint winners 
– Megan Hammond and Imogen 
Meynell-Anderson

Martin Smith Cup – Robert Tateson

Fryer Cup – Megan Hutchings

Saxton Cup – Andrew Revell

The Open Mile – Charlotte Bones  
and Andrew Revell.

Building on the success of last year’s regatta, we entered our biggest team yet into 
the Suffolk Schools Sailing Regatta.  The event took place on Thursday 28th June at 
Alton Water, Holbrook.  We were blessed with fair weather and reasonable winds.  Our 
team entered five boats in the main regatta, including four in the slow handicap fleet 
and one in the Topper fleet. Our top result this year was Emma Spark and Tabitha Day, 
who came 11th out of 38 boats in their Cadet in the slow handicap fleet.  Well done 
girls!  Maybe we can look forward to a top 10 finisher next year?! . In the beginners 
regatta our team consisted of three boats; one Topper, one Cadet and one Topaz. All 
participants had a thoroughly enjoyable experience and hopefully will return next year.

Thank you once again to the ever-supportive parents who were prepared to tow boats 
to and from the event.  We could not take part without your help. Thank you also to Mr 
Halls and Mr Peters who took the pupils to the event in the minibus.

Thomas Mills sailing teams

SUMMER 
SPORTS 2012

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  . . .
That Phil Pymer, year 11, has become a member of the County  
under 16 rugby squad



Our Knowledge is your Peace of Mind
Whatever your travel dreams, whatever your budget!  

We pride ourselves in providing a First class, 
Knowledgeable Personal Service.

Make your Dreams come true call us now
01728 724836 

www.framlinghamtravel.com

Framlingham Travel

LJC

Unit 2, Redhouse Farm, Cransford, Woodbridge, Sufolk IP13 9NY

We have been giving a quality and attention to detail service in Framlingham 
for over 25 years. We cover all aspects of building work from new building to 

modi� cation, enlargement and refurbishment of existing properties.

To discuss your requirements and secure a quotation call 

01728 66 33 16 or email len@ljcbuilding.co.uk

REGISTERED BUSINESS

BUILDING SERVICES LTD

THE WOODBRIDGE 
CARPET CO.

- H W 
W • S   

T:  
www.woodbridgecarpets.co.uk

Special Offers and 
Free Fittings

on many ranges

Designed and Produced by Anglia School Publications. Tel: 01284 830001 Printed by The Flying Press Ltd. Tel: 01993 701061

HIGH CLASS
FAMILY BUTCHER

● POULTRY
● COOKED HAMS
● DUCKS

Dry Cured Beer Bacon & Sweet Cure,
Home Cured Bacon, Sausages, 

Home-made Pies for the Freezer,
BUY BRITISH
J.R.CREASEY

The Causeway, Peasenhall
Tel: 01728 660219

� SERVICING & REPAIRS  
All types of car & light commercial

� MOT PREPARATION  
� TYRES FITTED & BALANCED 

� LASER TRACKING 
� Horseboxes serviced & prepared for MOT  

� Trailers serviced and repaired 
UNIT 2, MONK SOHAM HALL, SCHOOL ROAD, MONK SOHAM

01728 685854

LEW JONES
MOTOR ENGINEER

Established 30 years

Framlingham’s 
Finest Coaching Inn.

14 bedrooms, 
restaurant, bar and 

function room
Tel 01728 723521

E: MAIL@FRAMLINGHAMCROWN.CO.UK
WEBSITE: WWW.FRAMLINGHAMCROWN.CO.UK

HOTEL  ❘  RESTAURANT  ❘  BAR


