
Pupil Premium 2018-2019 
 

Barriers to disadvantaged pupils’ performance at Thomas Mills High School is as in all other schools, 

a complex issue. Disadvantaged pupils have different starting points with regard to prior attainment, 

and different social circumstances including financial security and support provided in the home. A 

unique pastoral feature of Thomas Mills High School is that we treat each individual’s needs 

independently. 

Disadvantaged pupils face barriers to learning and progress.  All pupils at Thomas Mills High School 

receive the same high-quality teaching in the classroom and have equal access to our broad and 

balanced curriculum. However, disadvantaged pupils may not always have the same opportunities as 

‘other’ pupils.  To help address this, on an individual basis, disadvantaged pupils may be supported 

in the following ways: 

 Financial support provided for school trips, educational visits, revision seminars, excursions 

and events during activities week: This support will be provided using the formula: 

a) 100% support for trips costing up to £50 

b) 50% support for (at least one *) trip(s) costing more than £50 

*Number of trips supported according to perceived need/at the discretion of the 

Headteacher. 

 Employing a Higher Level Learning Support Assistant for small group literacy sessions 

 Reducing set sizes in English Language and Literature, mathematics and science in Years 10 

and 11 

 Disadvantaged pupils grouped together in KS4 English with specialist staffing 

 Provision of specific careers guidance to encourage and support aspirations of 

disadvantaged pupils 

 Supply of additional examination preparation and revision materials 

 Instrumental lessons 

 Regular individual mentoring / intervention sessions with a member of SMT 

 Professional counselling; preferential access to school nursing service, school counsellor, 

Compass Mentoring and other relevant services as required such as sixth-form peer 

mentoring 

 Hegarty Maths – an online resource to help develop and track progress in mathematics 

 Accelerated Reader – an intervention programme to create a culture of reading and boost 

literacy skills and attainment across the curriculum 

 Monitoring attendance to improve pupil outcomes 

 Close monitoring of personal development by form tutors and Head of Year to assess and 

improve aspirations, and to identify social emotional needs as well as academic strengths 

and weaknesess 



 Promoting at departmental level greater discussion of disadvantaged pupils to identify needs 

and apply appropriate strategies 

These actions are undertaken to address the barriers our disadvantaged pupils face and enhance 

their opportunities for both academic progress and personal development. 

2016-2017 Outcomes 
In 2016-2017 there were 86 pupils eligible for the funding and the school received an allocation of 

£79,475. 

Key indicators from the 2017 GCSE Results are: 

 5 A*-G Grades at 
GCSE % 

Grade 5+ in 
English and 

maths % 

Grade 7+ in 
English and 

maths % 

2 Sciences at C+ 
% 

Disadvantaged 
Pupils (TMHS) 

100 54 24 77 

“Other” Pupils 
(TMHS) 

99 54 20 70 

 

2017-2018 Outcomes 
In 2017-2018 there were112 pupils eligible for the funding and the school received an allocation of 

£108,300. 

Pupil Premium Review: Year 11 GCSE Outcomes 2017/18 

1. Overview 

- Wide range of ability within small PP cohort of only 15 pupils (9% of year group): 20    

pupils identified on 4Matrix analysis 

- Progress measure -0.21 with a confidence interval of -0.85 to +0.43 

- This cohort had significantly lower KS2 attainment than our ‘other’ pupils, and more 

marked than in 2016-17 

- The needs and background of many of these pupils has a direct impact on their aca-

demic attainment and progress despite school support and interventions both inside 

school and from outside agency work 

- Some pupils may not have achieved target grades academically, but have made social 

and emotional progress which is of high value but not measurable in a statistical sense 

- In some cases, poor attendance and lack of parental engagement played a key role in 

performance outcomes 

 

Key indicators from the 2018 GCSE Results are: 

1. 4Matrix data (uses best of Language or Literature – 80% - as opposed to 75% English Lan-

guage only) 

 

Entries (20 pupils) Grade 9-7 Grade 9-5 Grade 9-4 

English (best of 
Language/Literature) 

4 pupils  
20% 

14 pupils 
70% 

[National UK 
Language all pupils 

16 pupils 
80% 

[National UK 
Language all pupils 



[National UK 
Language all pupils 

14.1%} 

44.6%] 61.8%]  

Maths 1 pupil 
5% 

[National UK Maths 
all pupils 15.8%] 

6 pupils 
30% 

[National UK Maths 
all pupils 40.3%] 

13 pupils 
65% 

[National UK all 
pupils 59.4%] 

2. English/maths attainment 

Subject THMS PP 
Male 4+ 

TMHS PP Female 
4+ 

TMHS PP Total 
4+ 

UK 4+ (%) 

English  9 5 14 (70%) 62 

Maths 8 6 14 (70%) 59.4 

 Attainment of TMHS PP pupils at grades 9-4 above UK in English and Maths 

Subject THMS PP Male  
5+ 

TMHS PP 
Female 5+ 

TMHS PP Total 
5+ 

UK 5+ (%) 

English  7 6 13 (65%) 44.6 

Maths 4 2 6 (30%) 40.3 

 Attainment of TMHS PP pupils at grades 9-5 above UK in English 

 

3. Post-16 Destinations 

All pupils in the 2018 Year 11 PP cohort have taken up places in their chosen post-16 desti-

nations (some at TMHS sixth-form) – none are NEET status. 

 

 


