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We are surrounded by language from birth, much of which we take for granted.  Have you ever 
considered what the rules are for having a conversation?   Would you like to learn how to analyse 
anything from an advertisement to a literary text?  This course encourages students to think more 
carefully about the language around them in an analytical way.  As well as studying the theory, 
students will be given opportunities to develop their own writing skills. 
 
RECOMMENDED ENTRY TO THE COURSE 
English Language GCSE Grade 5 
 

COURSE CONTENT  
AS Level 
There are two examined components, worth 50% each.  The first component is an exploration and 
analysis of language allowing students to evaluate the language features of varying modes of text.  
The second component focuses on texts and contexts, in particular the exploration of language in 
the contexts of power and gender, giving the students an opportunity to develop a critical 
understanding of concepts and issues relating to these contexts.  This component in particular allows 
teachers to lay the foundations for the study of media texts at A Level. 
 
A Level 
There are two examined components and one non-examined assessment component.  The two 
exams are equally weighted and off opportunities for candidates to provide extended exploratory 
responses.  The first component offers candidates the opportunity to develop their ability to apply 
the analytical tools to texts in varying modes, as well as to engage with current debates around 
language use.  The second component explores language use in particular contexts across tome and 
place.  The non-examined assessment component allows students to pursue an independent 
language investigation and go on to show their creative and presentation abilities in the academic 
poster – developing the skills most valued by HE and employers.  
 
LEARNING STRATEGIES 
 
The course will utilise a range of teaching and learning styles including: practical work, discussion, 
role play, research, teacher-led and student-led presentations.  There will also be the opportunity for 
pair and small group work.  When possible, outside speakers in fields such as journalism are invited 
into school to speak about their work.   
 
CAREERS/FURTHER EDUCATION 
A Level English Language is a versatile academic qualification which is extremely useful in a wide 
range of careers and higher education institutions.  It is of particular use to students intending to 
follow an arts course at University or College or to anyone intending to pursue a career in teaching, 
journalism or the media.  
  



 
 
A student perspective of the course 
 
English Language is a fantastic subject; learning about our own speech in day to day life, how 
children learn to talk and how the English language has changed throughout history is fascinating. It 
was interesting to see theories behind sexist language and language to determine power, and how 
old ideas and concepts still influence our use of language today. I have enjoyed every lesson of 
English Language, never being afraid to ask questions on topics that interest me and always getting a 
discussion from the class. It’s really refreshing to study a subject where everyone, including the 
teachers, are all equally as enthusiastic and passionate. 
Emily Ellerby-Hunt 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Will Lincoln A Level English Language 

 “Studying English Language gives you the tools to analyse any type of text, whilst it also gives you the freedom 
to be creative with your own writing.” 


