
BIOLOGY 

Biology is one of the most popular choices for study at AS/A level.  It is taught by staff with a wealth of 
experience in well equipped, specialist laboratories. 
 
At AS and A Level we follow the AQA 7401/7402 specification 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402 
 
AS Level (Year 12) 
5 periods per week (3 lessons with one member of staff, 2 lessons with another) 
 
Topics 1-4: Biological molecules; Cells; Organisms exchange substances with their environment; Genetic 
information, variation and relationships between organisms 
 
Assessment Two external examinations, 1 hour 30 minutes each 

May/June Year 12 
10% of marks will assess mathematical skills at higher tier GCSE level; 15% of marks are 
for practical knowledge and understanding. 
 
Six required practicals which form half of the practical endorsement are completed in 
Year 12. 
 
Marks from AS exams do not count towards the A Level grade. 
 

 

A Level (Year 13) 
6 periods per week (shared between 2 members of teaching staff) 
 
Topics 5-7: Energy transfers in and between organisms; Organisms respond to changes in their internal and 
external environments; Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems; The control of gene expression 
 
Assessment 10% of marks will assess mathematical skills; 15% of marks are 

for practical knowledge and understanding. 
 
The remaining six required practical activities which form the A 
Level practical endorsement are completed in Year 13. 
 

 

Need extra help with your A Level studies? 

You can arrange a tutorial with any teacher within the department or expect to be called to attend one if 
you need help. 

Text books and Revision guides 

All students are issued with a text book, which is loaned to them for their year of study. 

The lessons 

• All the course content will be covered in your lessons in a variety of teaching styles. 
• Lessons are interactive: make sure you contribute; you will find you gain more from them. 
• You must attend all lessons and arrive promptly. 
• If your teacher is absent you are still expected to attend as work will be provided. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/biology-7401-7402


• If you miss lessons it is really important that you catch up before the next lesson or you will 
start to fall behind. See your teacher as soon as possible to find out what you missed. 

• If you miss a required practical you will still have to complete it.  This may happen outside 
lesson time. 

How well are you doing? 

• It is important that both you and your teacher know how well you are doing. 
• Although your class notes are not marked you will get regular feedback from homework. 
• At the end of each unit you will sit an end of unit test. This is made up of past exam questions 

so is a good indicator of how much you have understood. 
• You are expected to revise for end of unit tests and we will work with you to help achieve your 

potential grades. 

Practicals 

Biology is a practical subject and your practical skills are assessed throughout the course. They contribute 
towards your practical endorsement. There are some organ dissections for those that wish to participate. 
Dissection is not a compulsory part of the course. 

Why study Biology? 

Biology A level can lead to further study at university, careers in medicine, nursing, veterinary care, botany, 
zoology, biochemistry, physiotherapy, biomedical science, marine biology, pharmacy, optometry, 
radiography and many more. 

Successful completion of the course demonstrates that you have scientific skills, can work under pressure, 
understand scientific methods, are aware of advances in technology, and understand the importance and 
value of biology in modern society. 

 
 


